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The Bible has many references made of
Christs 15t and 2" coming. Isaiah
prophesied of both (Isa 7:14, 9:6). Micah
spoke of the location of His birth (Mic 5:2).
Jesus Himself referred to it many times (Matt
24:27, 30, 42; 25:13; Jn 14:2, 3; Rev 1:7).

The first time Jesus came as a Servant but in His second coming, He will return
as the victorious King of kings. He first came in great humility to be sentenced
to death on the Cross on our behalf, but He will return to Judge the world. He
will come in power and glory and the whole world will see Him as He comes in the
clouds with His angels (Acts 1:11). As the King of kings and the Lord of lords, He will
set up His kingdom on earth for 1000 years where He will rule with His saints and
them in eternity in heavenly places (Rom 20:1-6). He will come and judge the world
justly and separate the sheep from the goats. Those who believe in Him will be
ushered into His everlasting kingdom, and those who reject Him will He cast
out into the eternal darkness of Hell and face the consequences forever (Rev
20:11-15).

When will Jesus return?

No one knows exactly when He will come back. No one knows the day nor the hour
of His return and we should not even try to predict this as a false prophet, Harold
Camping tried predicting Christ coming in both May and October 2011 and failed twice
miserably (he had a stroke after that). Only God the Father knows, and we are
satisfied with that and will not be obsessed with deceptive foretelling. Although the
timing of His return is uncertain, one thing is certain - He is definitely coming back (Jn
14:1-4). God has His own perfect timetable. And we are to be always on the alert for
this glorious day of the parousia or His great appearing which can be anytime when
we less expect as a thief in the night or a woman in travail.

“But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of
a woman, made under the law” Gal 4:4
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It was in the fullness of time (when the time was ripe) that God revealed His only
begotten Son to the world in the first coming for the purpose of saving the elect. In
the same way, His second coming will be in accordance with God’s perfect timing.
Although we do not know the day nor the hour of his coming, God does not leave us
completely in the dark. He has given us signs to warn us of His impending
return for our preparation.

The Signs of His Second Coming

1. Spiritual Falsehood and Deception

There is a growing prevalence in the world today of spiritual tricksters or
charlatans and scams who call themselves Christ, prophets or apostles and
appear to do great wonders and miracles. We have no lack of them in the 21st
century. Both Christ and the apostles, Paul and Peter, warn us that in the last
days many false teachers and false prophets will arise from among them
(Matt 24:4-5, 11, 24; Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Pet 2:1-2). They bring with them deceptive
and heretical teachings and practices leading to much confusion like the cults
and the new age and occult practices in astrology, geomancy, witchcraft,
yoga, fengshui, tarot cards and other. People of God are deceived into
believing that they come from God, and we need to be vigilant against the
wiles of the devil.

2. Natural Calamities
“and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in diverse
places” Matt 24: 7
We live in days of great disasters from Hurricanes, typhoons in the US, famines
in North Korea and Africa and earthquakes (i.e. Taiwan, Japan etc), fires (raging
bush fire in Australia) are common phenomena these days. New pestilences have
been afflicting the world in recent years since Aids was descended in 1981 and
there is still no cure for it. Global warming with increased flooding (Bangkok)
epidemics (COVID 19), drought and famines (north Korea and Africa) are what
climatologists predict will happen within our lifetime. We cannot ignore these
warning signs of the soon coming of Jesus but be vigilant and ready for it.

3. Rumours of Wars

“ye shall hear of wars, and rumours of wars...” Matthew 24:6

Deprave and fallen man has always been at war with each other — fighting over
territorial control, fighting because of cultural, ethnic and religious differences.
There are least more than 10 internal or international wars or internal unrest going
on now as we speak and look at Ukraine, Yemen, Syria, Russia, Israel and the
Hamas and North and South Korea, China and Taiwan and others. Today war has
taken on a new front - the fight against terrorism. And the fight to conquer and to
control goes on. But the bible tells us all these wars and rumours of wars “must
come to pass, but the end is not yet.” We await the final battle — the battle of
Armageddon when Christ at His second coming will defeat all those nations and
Anit-Christ and Satan who join forces to fight at the end of the Great Tribulation
against the city of Jerusalem and there will be deliverance and victory for God’s
people.



4. Moral and Spiritual Decadence

There is a sharp decline in moral standards in our society today. Pornography is
rampant; on the internet, immorality, abortion, euthanasia, cloning and
Homosexuality prostitution are widely accepted and practiced; homosexuality is
well tolerated in many countries as alternate lifestyle. In many countries now and
many cities in the world have become our modern Sodom and Gomorrah. And
gambling (and our two casinos are doing well) and crime and all kinds of evil are
on the ascendancy. People have become lovers of pleasure, self-seeking,
proud and hateful. Lawlessness and disobedience to God (i.e. euthanasia
and abortion) are becoming a big problem with increased crime in the
streets and violence in the homes. The apostle Paul tells us all these in 2
Timothy 3:1-4 and it is evidence of our times, and we have yet to see the worst of
it in the final moments of human history.

5. Modern Technology and Dramatic Change
From the 1970s onwards Computer technology has advanced to such a stage that
now we can conduct and communicate globally and store all our mass information
and data in a small microchip. These are days of Al, Chat GPT, Internet of Things
and 6G and all the gadgets of the modern communication world. We have access
to information worldwide at a click of a button. It is now possible for Men to be
tracked and it is plausible for a device can be implanted in the forehead or the
hand to manage very single person in the universe. This invention will make it
probable for the end time dictator, the Anti-Christ to rule the world in h new world
order and control every person under his rule. (Rev 13 and 16). He will give every
person a number or code, and without this number no person can work or buy
anything. This is the beginning of the end of the world to come (Rev 21:16 — 17).

6. Great Evangelistic Fervour

There will be increased evangelistic thrust worldwide
as the day of Christ Coming draws nearer (Matt
24:14). The bible is translated into more than 2,000
languages and more tribes are being preached with
the gospel than ever before. Many will be saved
including both Gentiles and Jews and we are seeing
more and more tribes in Asia being reached and the
bible is translated into many more different languages
and dialects. There is more than 100 million Christian
in China alone (as estimated by OMF). We will see Christians moving out to fulfil
the Great Commission and we are doing our part in the church service, as they
begin to witness for Him in the uttermost parts of the world (Mt 24:14). The whole
world must be reached with the gospel message. God is waiting for the full number
of His elect to come in before Christ returns. God is the Lord of the harvest; He
will send labourers into the field but are we available to go and witness for
Him if He does call us? Will we go to the place where Christ is needed? Will
you go to New Covenant BP Church or Calvary Reformed Church in
Bangalore, India for a mission trip next year or Myanmar Theological
Seminary and Gilead Balm Home in Yangon or Filadelfia BPC, Batam to
teach and encourage and build up the brethren?
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Our Response
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We are to desire to be with Christ, as Paul iz R

tells us in Titus 2:15 says, 'These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee.” How should we as Christians conduct ourselves
as we wait patiently for Christ return? Consider the following advice:

1. Be Watchful

At least twice Christ told us to be watchful or vigilant - Matthew 24:42, 25:13. Let
us watch our spiritual lives carefully. Paul told Timothy to “exercise thyself unto
godliness.” Paul went on to tell Timothy to be ready in 2 Timothy 4:8, Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.’

When Christ comes again as supreme Judge and King of kings, we will be seeing
Him physically and visibly as the glorious victorious King of kings (Act 1:11). We
will bow our knees and lay prostrate before Him and then we will worship and
serve Him for eternity. How important we need to keep ourselves holy and pure
and active in service and be alert as we wait patiently for His soon return.

2. Be Faithful

Jesus wants all of us to be faithful stewards of the things He has entrusted to us.
1 Corinthians 4:2 says, ‘Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found
faithful.” He also wants us to be diligent and to do our part in our sacred duties as
a God steward of the manifold of grace of God. If He has given us some skills or
talents, all He requires of us is that we be faithful in exercising those gifts. We
must not be found slothful and lazy or else there will be consequences. Spiritual
apathy is worse than antipathy. We are in the King’s business, and those who
serve the king have to be industrious and work hard to honour the King.
God'’s eternal rewards await those who are faithful and diligent. Sometimes the
Cross that we must bear is heavy, but God will give us the grace and strength and
He will reward His servants one day at the judgement seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10).

3. Be Fruitful

God wants us not only to be faithful, but also fruitful Christians. John 15:5 says,
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” The fruit of missions
and evangelism are souls saved, and others revived when we see men and
women added and strengthened to the kingdom of God. One of the greatest
privileges that God has given (Mt 28:18-20) to His church is to be an effective
witness for Him in the world. Our business on earth is to save souls for Christ
and edify the saints with the word. Evangelise or fossilize! Developing and
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nurturing the Fruit of Spirit in the transformation of our lives is also important. The
preaching of the pure gospel of Jesus Christ must continue faithfully until Christ
returns for the saving of souls as He wills. Let us bear much spiritual fruit for
Him till He comes.

Conclusion

We are living in the perilous last days, and it will not be long before He returns
soon. Events around us today in the world from the political ,moral and financial
problems in the West to the floods in Asia and the many disasters,wars and
earthquakes today to the deadly wars Ukraine in the middle east and the grave
political uncertainty in the Israel - Palestinian conflict and other events point to His
soon coming. For those who have yet to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, let s humbly
seek Christ as Savior and Lord before it is too late.

As we come to the close of 2024, let us come to Him today in true repentance of
sins and faith in the atonement of Christ at the cross of our sins. Let us not delay
for danger lurks when we are caught unarmed. God in His mercy and grace is waiting
for men to come to Him in

repentance, to confess their sins v
and believe and receive Christ

into their lives that they may have
everlasting life and joy before it is
too late. Romans 10:13 says, For
whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.’

For those who know Christ, let us WATCHNIGHT SERVICE
be ready and be watchful, faithful
and fruitful in the Lord’s work as 2 ehin
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INVITES YOU TO END THE YEAR WITH US AT

By Rev Jack Sin

Jack Sin

31 DECEMBER 2024

(NB. For deeper studies, read JC (TUESDAY) 08:00 PM
Ryle, Are you Ready for the End
of Time? Christian Focus
Publications, 2006)
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Christmas Caroling
23 Dec 2024

Home of Anthony
(received into eternal
glory on 27 Dec 2024)

v

©. Home of Devi & Simon

Christmas Eve
Worship Service
24 Dec 2024

“The Marvel of the Incarnation (1Tim3:16)”
by Pastor Jack Sin

Testimony and Song of Praise
by Steven Ong
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LORD'S DAY PROGRAMME FOR JAN - MAR 2025

J a,/um/by

Praising God for His Sovereign Election (Eph 1:1-12)
12* Intercessory Prayer for the Church (Eph 1:13-22)
20 The Spiritual Progression of the Elect (Eph 2:1-12)
27 The Character of the Christian Church (Eph 2:13-22)

(%éfmmy

2 7TH THANKSGIVING ANNIVERSARY
The Sacred Duties of the Church (Eph 3:1-12)

9* Appropriating Christ in Our Lives (Eph 3:11-22)
16 The Function of the Church (Eph 4:1-16)
28 The Demeanour of the Church (Eph 4:13-32)
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The Moral / Spiritual Standards of the Church (Eph 5:1-21)
The Picture of the Christ and the Family (Eph 5:22-33)
Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11 :5-13)

Rules in the Covenant Family (Eph 6:1-10)

GOSPEL SUNDAY
‘Who is Christ to you?

SOVEKEIQN‘HOPE PASTOR JACK SIN +65 91160948 | SOVEREIGNHOPEBPC@GMAIL.COM
WWW.SOVERSIGNROPESPC.ORG | 160 PATA LEDAR ROAD, ORTON@PATA LEDAR #04-00 SINGAPORE 409933
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Memory Verse
Luke 14:26  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and

wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple.

Announcements

1.

10.

11.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word morning on “Parable of the Banquet with
Invited Guests (Luke 14:16-27)", concluding the quarterly sermon series on
“Appreciating & Applying the Parables of Jesus”.
This Tuesday 31 Dec is Watchnight Worship Service at 8pm. Pastor brings
us the message on “Finishing Well in Life (2Tim 4:1-8).” Do invite your
family and friends to come and hear the Gospel of Christ. The offering
received will be designated to the Church Building Fund.

Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Praising God for His Sovereign
Election (Eph 1:1-12)”, commencing a new quarterly study on the Book of
Ephesians: Serving Christ & Exalting the Sovereignty of God in the Church.
Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows:

e Christian Apologetics (Pastor)

e  Studies in Esther (Dr Kwong Leen)
Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We We have systematic studies on Old
Testament Foundations and the 10 Commandments. [Zoom ID:883 9662
4157 Passcode: 218178].

House Blessing cum Prayer Meeting will be held at Joseph & Rachel's new
home on Wed 1 Jan 2025 at 6pm. Kindly inform Joseph if you are coming.
The Church Choir will be presenting a song item for the 7" Thanksgiving
Anniversary on 2 Feb 2025. Worshippers who are interested to join should
register with Dn Paul by 29 Dec 2024.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom 1D:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e Travels: Marilyn [Philippines 18/12-2/1]

e Medical: Soo [full recovery from cataract procedure], Daniel Phang [back

condition, high blood pressure & gout].
Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)

e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1

e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate
towards this cause.



