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The Incarnation of  

Jesus Christ:  

The Amazing Gift  

from God to Man 

As we come to the end of the year, we ask, 
“What is the true meaning of Christmas?”  

Paul says in 2 Cor 9:15, “Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift.”  

The world celebrates the first advent of Christ in a way that is inconsistent with 
its meaning. Flashing lights, drinking alcohol, revelry, worldly dances and fun 
characterize this celebration, but Christmas for believers has a serious and 
profound meaning. It is a joyful yet sobering time to commemorate the birth of 
Christ. It is a time to recall and recollect God’s supreme gift to mankind.  

The Son of God became the Son of man,  
so that the sons of man can be the sons of God.  

- a paraphrase of Calvin’s words in his Institutes (ICR 2:12.2) - 

How did the Son of God become man? This mystery is addressed in Question 
22 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism. It asks, “How did Christ, being the 
Son of God, become man?”  

The answer is:  

“Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body,  
and a reasonable soul,  being conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary,  and born of her, yet without 
sin.” 

It is a free gift of hope, life, joy, peace and salvation.  

Luke 2:10, 11 say, “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Jesus Christ is the only means of reconciliation to God and entrance to heaven 
(Rom 3:21-28). Christ is the door and the only access to God the Father. John 
14:6 says, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” There is no human solution to the problem 
of sin but death and condemnation. There will be righteous condemnation for 
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all sinners without the first coming and atoning work of Christ at Calvary. The 
first Christmas forever changed the destiny of those men who repent and 
believe, being justified by faith in the life and death of Christ.  

Isa 9:6 says, “For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” Christ is the fulfilment of the 
promised Messiah in the Old Testament for 
both the Jews and Gentiles. Consider four 
things about Christ: 

1.  He is God Himself and He humble Himself to come to earth to dwell 
among men. 

2.   He came for a purpose, to reconcile sinners back to God. 

3.   He fulfilled His objective and died on the cross for the sins of many. 

4.    Believers have hope and can be saved by believing and accepting 
Christ alone, repenting of their sins. 

There is one heavenly announcement that has eternal consequences for us 
which we must pay heed to. It is the angel’s pronouncement of the first coming 
of the Saviour of the world, who was born about 4-5 BC. Jesus Christ. We must 
go beyond the tinsel and the seasonal hype of Christmas to truly 
appreciate the lasting impact of the Christmas message. Let us seek out 
the true essence of Christmas and understand the only true reason for 
the season with the 3Ps of Christmas. 

The Promulgation of the Good News 

In Luke 2:8-14, the angels of old announced the first advent of Christ to lowly 
shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem. From the angle of public relations, 
humble and lowly shepherds are the least likely target for such significant news 
outbreak, yet the Lord saw fit not to inform unbelieving kings or religious leaders 
but to lowly shepherds in the field. None of us are fit to save ourselves nor 
approach God on our own but God have mercy on us unconditionally and called 
us unto everlasting life. This is a wonderful news of God’s saving grace 
sovereignly extended to undeserving sinners that if they embrace and 
believe this message, they will be saved as well. 

1 Tim 1:15 says, “This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  

The shepherds’ reaction was one of 
joyful belief, worship and praise. They 
were told not to be afraid (Luke 2:10) 
but to rejoice and give thanks for such 
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an unspeakable gift. We are to respond in the same manner with faith, believing 
in Christ alone as our only Saviour (Rom 10:9, 10). Faith and love in Christ cast 
out all fear. 

The Person of the Good News 

It is important to know and understand the 
essence and the central figure of Christmas. It 
is not Santa Claus but Jesus Christ. He is the 
Anointed one (Christos) and He is Lord 
(Kurios). He is the Messiah and the only 
Redeemer of all mankind, the Great High Priest, 
who will mediate a sinful race to a thrice-holy 
God. He is the Great Shepherd of the sheep, 
the Prophet, Priest and King. Without Christ 
there is no Christianity, no hope for the 
redemption of lost sinners condemned to hell. Jesus of Nazareth is no 
mere mortal, He is the Living and True God and the only Deliverer of his 
people from their sins. Christ in John 14:6 says, Jesus saith unto him, I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Luke 
in Acts 4:12 adds, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  

Without Christ, it is a Hopeless End.  

With Christ, it is an Endless Hope. 

The Purpose of the Good News 

What is the gospel? Luke 2:13-14 describes,” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” This is a good 
example for us to emulate, to go round telling others about Christ in both song 
and Word for the saving of their souls. 

When Samuel Marsden landed on the Bay of Isles in New Zealand in 1815, he 
preached from this text and brought the good news of salvation. The Christian’s 
message is one of peace and reconciliation between a sinful generation and a 

righteous, just and holy God. True 
peace is not just absence of war but 
securing of the favour of God, not 
incurring his righteous wrath. It is a 
peace with God and the peace of 
God. Rom 5:8 says, “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ:” 

As depraved sinners, we are all foes of 
God unless there is a mediator to 
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reconcile them together in peace. Christ alone is our Advocate and Mediator (1 
Tim 2:5). Christmas is about making peace with God and men through the 
perfect life, atoning death and victorious resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 
15:1-5). 2 Cor 5:21 says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” It is a difficult 
verse to fully comprehend but what a tremendous message it has for us. As we 
approach this year-end season for us, do we truly understand and celebrate 
Christmas in the full appreciation of the Promulgation, Person and Purpose of 
Christmas. Let us pause and ponder this sober and joyous life-changing 
message of salvation through Christ alone on Christmas. Come and seek Christ 
and be saved today. Let us come to Christ while there is yet opportunity and 
time before it is too late (2 Cor 6:2).  

Conclusion  

Do you want peace and hope and life? 
Jesus Christ, our Lord is the only way to 
abundant and everlasting life. Born of a 
virgin Mary (Isa 7:14), He lived a perfect life 
that He may die a sinless death on the 
cross for us. Herod the King tried to kill him, 
but he failed, and the wise men came in 
search of Him, by watching a star and 
worshipping Him with gifts from the heart. He 
is the dream of all that Anna proclaimed in her 
prayer in Luke 2:11-18. The question is, “What 
have you done with the good news of 
salvation?” There is no other way but Christ alone (John 14:6). 

Are you saved from sin and hell or have you backslided from the Lord this year?  

Do you have the joy of salvation and the hope of eternal life?  

It can be yours if you repent of your sins and confess Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour with your heart. 

Paul says in 1 Tim 3:16, “And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 
He is the true Deliverer of our souls, and He is the Lord that deserves our 
worship and adoration like the angels of old and the shepherds too. So let us 
come and seek and worship Him.  

Only Jesus Saves! 

There is no other way. 

 

 Jack Sin   

------------ 
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Pray for the good health and strength of 
Mdm Tow Siew Yong who requested for 
100 SHBPC tracts to give to friends and 
relatives. 

Thank God for a 
blessed time of 
door-to-door 
evangelism at 
Macpherson Estate 
on Sun 17 Dec. 

We welcome our 
Myanmar brethren 
and praying for their 
church and family 
back at home in the 
midst of a political 
crisis. 

A blessed time of fellowship 
with Perry., Marissa and Stella 
at one of the homes during the 

evangelistic outreach. 
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Sunday Worship Service 
31 Dec 2023, 10am 

Rev Dr Jack Sin 
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Memory Verse 

Matt 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Lord’s Day Christmas Worship Service!  If you are here for the first 
time, do leave us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those 
who share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may 
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.  

2. Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Appreciating the Titles of the 
Newborn King (Isa 9:1-7)”. There is Christmas Lunch Fellowship after the 
worship service. 

3. Next Sunday morning, Pastor will preach on “The Body of Christ & Its Future 
(Heb 12:22-29)”, completing the quarterly series on “The Nature and Duties of the 
Body of Christ”. 

4. Watchnight Service is held next Sunday night 31 Dec 2023, 8pm. Pastor will 
preach on “What will happen when I die? (Luke 16:19-31)” 

5. Sunday School classes will resume next Sunday. 

6. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local 
and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on Kingdoms, Covenants and 
Canon of the Old Testament and the Parables of Jesus. Join us for a time of 
profitable learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode:625551]. 

7. Pray for our brethren in their travels: Joseph & Rachel (18/12- 7/1). 

8. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on Wed 
at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527 5431 
Passcode:218178] 

9. We need willing hands and hearts to assist in the weekly cleaning of the premises.  
Do let Dn Yue Kay if you are available to serve in this area. 

10. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and 
mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as 
indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards 
this cause. 

*************************** 


