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Biblical Perspective k-
in WorShip & Music Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and

Music is a powerful medium of @ spiritual songs, singing
communication that is not neutral. Today, and making melody in
the church is bombarded with all sorts of Q your heart to the Lord;
sights and sounds under the name of so . o  Ephesians5:19
called “Christian contemporary music”. f i

Some advocates of pop-idiom evangelism
actually propound that their music and
songs can help propagate the Gospel. The
Christian church needs proper guidelines,
standards or criteria for a careful choice of biblical and God-honouring music and
songs. The Scriptures as our ultimate standard and guide (Eph 5:19-20) provide
biblical criteria for a proper selection of sound music, hymns and spiritual songs that
are honouring, glorifying and pleasing to God.

The Doctrine of Worship

An individual's attitude in worship is determined by his theology and concept of God.
If he realises the attributes of God - His Being, His character and His works, that He
is an Almighty and Sovereign Creator, Holy, Just and Righteous (Rev 5:4; Deut 32:4;
Rev 4:8) - he will approach God with reverence and fear in holy worship. If however,
his knowledge of God is warped and unsound, then it will be reflected in the manner
in which he worships his God (and subsequently in his choice of music) - self-centred,

flippant, frivolous, superficial, even worldly and fleshly.

A worship service should be characterised by
such attitude as reverence, sincerity, humility and
dignity. Congregational singing should always be
the chief expression of our worship, adoration and
praise. There should be a restful meditative
atmosphere where people can hear the Word of God
and sing to the praise of His name without distraction.
While the New Testament does not give any definite
or specific instruction as to a proper form of worship,
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there are however certain general principles that can be gleaned from different
portions of the Scriptures.

Music & God-Honouring Biblical Worship God is a Spirit:

Firstly, it is the Pauline exhortation to the church at and, they that
Corinth, that all things should be done decently worship hin must
and in order (1 Cor 14:40), which provides a good worship him in
guide in the choice of music for worship. o ad i buth
Disorderly, chaotic and outlandish tunes, jarring . s

and loud instruments that go against orderliness 424500
and decency are to be rejected. '@\

Secondly, Jesus told the Samaritan woman to
worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24), Hence, praise and worship must be
a sincere, personal and intelligent spiritual activity; in which the mind, heart and will
join together and submit to God in expressing praise, love, gratitude and obedience.
It must be in truth as opposed to falsehood and in spirit as opposed to the sensual or
the physical. Whatever assistance we may derive from music or instruments,
these things cannot of themselves make a spiritual intelligent act of worship
and should not be allowed to develop to such significance that it eclipses or
interferes with worship.

Dr Peter Masters of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, UK quipped: "Musical aids must
never be allowed to draw the minds of the worshippers away from the Lord ... in these
days so many people are speaking of worshipping through outward physical senses;
they want to express worship by instrumental dexterity and dance. When we are
engaged in direct worship as in our Sunday services and private devotions, all
purely human must desist except those that are simply assisting in direct
spiritual worship. A melody, which is appropriate to the sentiments of a hymn, will
often help powerfully to prepare us to realise that we are meant to be a rejoicing and
victorious people. Solemn music may equally affect us and help us to sorrow over sin,
examine our hearts and dedicate ourselves afresh to God." (Peter Masters, Pop Idiom
Music, Sword & Trowel Publications, 1983, 6). So, instruments during worship are
to be used sparingly and not for showmanship and entertainment as in some
churches with synthesisers and drums and

drowns the voices of praise altogether.
1 Chrsnicles 16:29 P g

Thirdly, we were told to "worship the Lord in the
Give unto the Lord the beauty of holiness." (1Chr 16:29). Holiness
because the person we worship is the thrice-holy
Almighty Jehovah and that requires a proper
propriety and right decorum from His subjects in
public worship. Thus, loud, lilting, jarring and
syncopated music that encourages a flippant and
irreverential attitude is inconsistent with the
principle of holiness in worship and ought to be
discarded.

glory due unto his name:

ifing an offering, and




The Contemporary Music Scene

There is a proper place for new edifying songs X
and hymns composed today with theologically The music must not turn

sound lyrics and suitable tunes but the majority “the church into an
of new songs and tunes that we are witnessing

are far from edifying. Calvin Johannson audience enjoyiﬂg the
comment, "The music of the world supports | music but into a

the repudiation of biblical standards by : £ S

using the combinations of sounds which are CO“gregatIOR Smgmg the
violent, mind-numbing, vulgar, rebellious..., Lord"s' praises in his
undisciplined and chaotic sounding. If

listeners do not hear these things, it is preseﬂce.

because it has dulled their aesthetic | jonn calvin Z
sensibilities ... In some of this music; : <
violence and the call to violence have become acceptable. It is not acceptable to
me." (Johannson; 26).

There should be no compromise and accommodation with worldly music even if it is
so-called "gospel music" ie songs by Amy Grant, Sandy Patti and Cliff Richard. Some
may have started well initially but the allure of the world's popularity has led them to
a deadly compromise. One should not adopt a utilitarian or pragmatic approach in
the name of sharing the Gospel. The means has to be right and acceptable before
God. The end does not justify the means. Johannson adds, " The centuries long trend
towards the enthronement of self has done much to invalidate our worship... We
cannot set ourselves as gods and expect to worship God." (Johannson, 58).

Many young believers are mesmerised by tunes in their semi-hypnotic state, the lyrics
enter the subconscious mind, which then accepts and retains the information. The
reason, which should filter and reject unwanted information, is bypassed. The
information, which has been absorbed by the subconscious mind then, influences and
changes the personality and the way it will spontaneously respond to situations. One
needs to examine carefully at the content of the lyrics and the musical arrangement
of the song.

On the contrary, the Bible teaches us in 1 Pet 1:13 "..gird up the loins of your mind,
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ." This is a warning to believers and followers of Christ:
always to be prepared and ready to protect the faith we have in Christ. We must
continually be on the lookout for those things, which will have a negative influence in
our lives and make conscious and active decisions against such influences. Dr Martyn
Lloyd-Jones, the learned pastor cum doctor at Westminster Chapel opined, "We can
become drunk on music-there is no question about that. Music can have the effect of
creating an emotional state in which the mind is no longer functioning, as it should be,
and no longer discriminating. | have known people to sing themselves into a state of
intoxication without realising what they were doing." These are remarkable facts and
music is a powerful tool that can be manipulated, for better or worse that God
has given to us.



The lyrics of some Christian songs produced today are questionable and, coupled
with the lifestyle and behaviour of the composers leaves much to be desired. What
we listen to and feed ourselves, is what will affect and be evidenced in our lives. We
cannot be pushed around by our feelings affected by contemporary music, but we
must be guided by our reason, enlightened by knowledge of the truth of God in the
Scriptures (Rob Mackenzie, Banda, Boppers & Believers; 1988).

General Biblical Precepts

In the first Epistle to the Corinthians, the Apostle
delineates some generic scriptural : 2
guidelines for God honouring Christian living and EXpedlent'
decision making which are also helpful for the
selection of sound, godly edifying Christian
music. To render it easy to remember, consider

Paul

Enslaving?

the acronym, the 4Es. Example?

a.

Is it EXPEDIENT? (1 Cor 6:12)

Yes, all things are lawful or permissible
but is it beneficial or profitable to me
spiritually? Yes, it is legal to do certain
things like going to rock concerts or
sing worldly sentimental music but is it
good for my soul?

Is it ENSLAVING? (1 Cor 6:12)

Do | become dependent on it, enslaved by its repetitive and hypnotic sounds
and must hear it or do it? We can be addicted and be in the bondage to
worldly contemporary music if we are not careful.

Is it an EXAMPLE? (1 Cor 8:9)

In this verse, Paul admonished us to be careful about our Christian liberty
lest we stumble other Christians. Is it offensive to other Christians? Does it
cause a brother/sister to fall or to doubt? For the sake of our brother's weaker
conscience, Paul said, "Don't listen or sing tunes that will mislead or dampen
them spiritually."

Is it EDIFYING (1 Cor 10:23, 31)

In other words, does this song or music or activity increase our devotion and
love to Him; strengthen faith, holiness, godliness and Christian piety? Is it
glorifying and honouring to God? Is the name of Christ exalted and extolled
or someone else? This is one vital question we need to ask and answer
ourselves first, even before we discuss the criteria for the selection of good
Christian music.

Edifying?




Tips for the Selection of Sound Christian Music

a.

The Lyrics and Biblical Truths

The first and foremost important guide for choosing a song is to ask
ourselves concerning the content and message of the words conveyed
in it. Does it have a scripturally i

sound message in its words? Is

. -

R Let the word of Christ

it just mere repetitive and hollow dwell in you richly,
words? What is in the lyrical teaching and
content, musical character and %] admonishingone
theology of the words? Are there 7| another in all wisdom,
scriptural and moral flaws? Are singing psalms and
the sentiments expressed hymns and spiritual

antibiblical,  anti-God,  anti- { | songs. with thankfulness
Christian or even anti-Trinitarian? §
Let us beware that one does not
sing unscriptural songs and

nonsensical ditties. Eg, look at these words:

"When my Lord shall come again,

When He walks and talks with men ...

Will He feel a welcome here or will He go away in tears?
Am | all that | should be

Is He satisfied with me?"

Is the theology of these words sound? Absolutely not in this case. In the
Second Coming, Christ will come as King and Judge. He will not go away in
tears (although we may have tears of regret). Or for example, this song that
has been sung by Christian children:

"Father Abraham has seven children,
Seven children have father Abraham,
One of them is fat, one of them is thin ..."

This song is factually inaccurate and fallacious (Abraham did not have seven
children and we are not told about their sizes either) and ought not to be
taught to our children. Calvin Johannson added, "We need to practise a
theism which is comprehensively disciplined (and accurate). If we do not, our
words, symbols will say one thing but our deeds, actions and forms (including
music) will say another." (Calvin Johannson, Discipling Music Ministry,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publisher, 1992, 17).

Right Music in Harmony with Words

One of the first principles of choral composition is that the musical
arrangement must be in tandem with the words that go with it. Consider
the tune or melody and the rhythm. Is it harmonious consonant music or
dissonant? Is the music compatible with the Words? Is it uplifting, devotional
and edifying? Or is it jarring, loud and distracting? Music has a character of
its own and does exude to some extent a message too. When an
inappropriate or unhelpful music is coupled with fine lyrics, the incongruence

Colossians 3:16 |-+ g
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can be quite disastrous or ludicrous, to sing at best. The way a text is
expressed is as important as the text itself. Sacred music must be
characterised by clear communication and comprehension of the text.
Sing with understanding and meaning. Paul exhorts in 1 Cor 14:14-15
"For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding
is unfruitful. What is it then? | will pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the
understanding also: | will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the
understanding also.” Can you sing "Near the Cross" in a flippant, fast paced
and frivolous way, or “Lead Me to Calvary" in a light-hearted, swaying,
jazzing and hypnotic manner? There was a worldly pop group, Boney M In
the 1970s who sang these words, "By the river of Babylon, there we sat
down, yea, when we remembered Zion". Even though the words are taken
from Ps 137:1, it is totally unacceptable because of the seductive and jazzy
music that is incoherent with its sombre meaning.

EJ Young, a reformed theologian, comments, "It is well-known that the
character of the song, almost equal with the character of this preaching
controls the theology of the church. In more than communion where the
preaching had departed from the biblical truth, the remnant of sound
theology contained in favourite hymns has prevented the spiritual life
of the church from becoming fully blighted. There is a need for the
resurgence of reverent worship of the Lord in song. It is essential that He be
worshipped in accordance with His own infallible Word and that worship
seeks to reflect the whole counsel of His will." (EJ Young, Trinity Hymnal
Preface, Philadelphia: Great Communion Productions, 1976).

The Style of the Text & Theme

The text or words used to convey spiritual truths should be carefully worded
and composed. Some words of the so-called Christian songs are so shallow,
superficial and irreverent like this one - 'Give me gas in my car, keep me
trucking for the Lord." Some Christian music with its sensuality often gripped
many young hearts. Music affects our feelings and behaviour. They reject
the traditional church music as being outmoded and boring. The worldly
gospel culture has invaded the church. Rhythms too, must correspond to
the spiritual emphasis of the words. Rhythms that are syncopated, tilting
and secular in connotation have no place in the worship of God.

Sensual, suggestive and worldly music must not be mixed with sacred
words and tunes. Contemporary Christian music that is popular in most
charismatic and liberal churches is outrageously unacceptable and
devastating to good Christian influence and testimony.

Sound Christian Doctrine and Appropriateness for the Occasion

The choice of Church music and hymns should reflect the relevance and
needs of the occasion. There are fitting and appropriate hymns for every
occasion. For example, when one begins the Worship Service, a hymn of
praise and worship like "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" or "O Worship
the King." Or a hymn of consecration for offertory, “All to Jesus | Surrender",
"More Love to Thee" or a hymn of thanksgiving like "Come, Ye Thankful
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People, Come" or a hymn of consolation and comfort hymn like "The
Comforter Has Come", "Keep on Believing" or "Day by Day". During a vigil
service, you may sing "Abide with Me". On Resurrection Sunday "Low in the
Grave He Lay". Appropriateness and relevance to the occasion is important
in the selection of a hymn or music.

Sanctity, Reverence and the Glory of God

The purpose of sacred music is the glorification of God and the edification of saints
as they sing it and not for an ostentatious performance or self-glory. The church must
promote good healthy Christian music. Johannson comments, "Music in church is
a change agent - poor church music denies the gospel. Right music will exert a
positive influence on people - worldly unedifying music will distort and corrupt
the minds of men. We are affected by what we hear." Teach good Christian virtues
and doctrine through good Christian music. We are affected by what we hear and
what we sing. Sacred music is a ministry to the soul, not an entertainment or
gratification of the flesh. Many can share of the godly influence of sound edifying
healthy music to their spiritual lives. It was said that more were converted by Charles
Wesley's hymns than John Wesley's sermons. The choice of hymns and music plays
a vital role in congregational worship. The theme of sound, acceptable reverential
worship of a sovereign God is dominant throughout the Word of God from Genesis to
Revelation. Every Sabbath is an emblem of eternal rest. Believers should prepare
for eternal worship by singing God-honouring, biblically sound hymns,
choruses and spiritual songs worshipping God in spirit and in truth (Col 3:16).

The selection of hymns should take into consideration that songs should be biblically
sound. Lyrics on Christology, pneumatology, theology, eschatology must accord with
scriptures, some songs that are meant for choirs and small groups may not be suitable
for congregational singing. The music as well as the Word must be considered when
choosing songs. The background of the composer also merits consideration as the
source of fountain affects the flow as well. Special consideration must be given to the
content, melody and rhythm of a song. The tune should reinforce the spirit and
meaning of the words. Songs selected for worship and singing should be theocentric
in orientation, biblical in content and suitable for the particular occasion and place.
There is an acceptable way of
worshipping the living and true
God as the Westminster Assembly
had astutely penned what is
commonly called the regulative
principle in worship: "He may not be
worshipped  according to  the
imagination and devices of men or
any way not prescribed in the Holy
Scripture." (Westminster Confession
of Faith, Chap 21:1). God determines
how He may be approached and it is
not left to the whims and fancies of
men.




There is to be sanctity of worship, reverence and awe for the holy and Almighty God.
Our choice of music is affected by our understanding of the theology of God
and how He should be worshipped by His people. To some degree, the different
ethnic cultures or different forms of church government may influence us but the
overriding principle should be one of sanctity, sacred devotion, reverence, awe,
decency and orderliness in worship and praise to the Lord always (Hab 2:20; 1 Cor
14:40; John 4:24).

Let the infallible words in Col 3:16,17 be our biblical guide and principle "Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
Good hymns speak to our heart and can even teach and admonished us in its lyrics.

Conclusion

Music as a medium of communication can
be used for either good or evil. Paul said in
Rom 12:1,2 "I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that %
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect WI// of God " Do not be
conformed and deformed by a carnal, worldly diabolical music but be reformed
and transformed by godly, spiritual, theologically sound and edifying Christian
music. Analyse the songs, the tune and the words that you are going to sing and
prayerfully seek the Lord for wisdom and prudence to choose and sing hymns that
are glorifying to the thrice-holy God.

Apostle Paul in 2 Cor 10:5 says, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought (and tune) to the obedience of Christ." God has a purpose for music in our
lives. It is for the purpose of orderly reverential worship, acceptable praise and
adoration of our thrice-holy Almighty God. Satan, our arch foe, has a hidden
agenda in perverting man by influencing him with ungodly, destructive and
sensual music via the mass media. As justified and sanctified men, keep away
from all forms of worldly, unedifying and enslaving music that would infiltrate
the church and home and be pure and undefiled in acceptable worship to God
and ministry In a confusing and compromising age.

Jack Sin

(Works consulted include Calvin Johannson, Discipling Music Ministry, Massachusetts:
Hendrickson Publisher, 1992, Rob Mackenzie, Banda, Boppers & Believers; 1988, Peter
Masters, Pop Idiom Music, Sword & Trowel Publications, 1983 and EJ Young, Trinity Hymnal
Preface, Philadelphia: Great Communion Productions, 1976 and Westminster Confession of
Faith, Chap 21:1).).




SOVEKEIQNTIOVE

bible presbyterian church

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR

The Quiet Arrival of a Servant King

24 DEC 2025 (WED), 8 PM

The Worth of a Soul

31 DEC 2025 (WED), 8 PM

by Rev Jack Sin

As we come to Christmas and the end of the year
soon, come and find out the true meaning of
Christmas and of our eternal destiny that is

affected by the advent of one Person.

VENUE :

SOVEREIGN HOPE BP CHURCH

160, PAYA LEBAR RD, ORION

@ PAYA LEBAR #04-06, S(409022)

INFORM ELD YUE KAY AT 97450311 BY 22 DEC IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.




Pray for
the Mission Team
in India
11 -15Dec 2025

Eld Yue Kay

God be merciful
unto Eld Yue Kay,
bro John, Shaun,
sis Zoey, & bless
them; and cause
His face to shine
upon them; Selah.

NCBPC New Sanctuary Dedication where Ps
Jack delivered the sermon via video recording
and Eld YK presented a gift to Ps Babu.
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That Thy way may

be known upon
earth, thy saving
health among all
nations. O God;
let all the people
praise Thee.

Psalm 67



Pray for Micheal’s complete
recovery from his fall.

Pray for Joseph, Rachel, Jireh &
Li Ling in their Taiwan trip from
Dec 20 to Jan 20.

Pray for the
Baptism of
Mr Low Chin
Chye at
SHBPC on
24 Dec
2025.

Come & Join the Sunday Classes:
e Walk Thru Old Testament
(Pastor)
e Studiesin Job
(Dr Kwong Leen)



Memory Verse
Acts 15:29  That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from

things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep
yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

Announcements

1.

10.

11.

12.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “The Proper Execution of
Decision-Making in the Church (Acts 15:1-29)”, continuing the quarterly series
on “Understanding Church Growth from the Early Church (Book of Acts).

Next Sunday, Pastor Jack will preach on “Lessons from the Second Missionary
Journey (Acts 15:36 -16:15)”.

Sunday School classes after the worship service are:
e  Walk Thru the Old Testament (Pastor)
e Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom. [Zoom 1D:883
9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Christmas Eve and Watchnight Services on 24 and 31 Dec at 8pm. Bring your
family and friends to these special services.

Evangelism@Macpherson on next Sun 21 Dec after lunch to invite residents to
the Christmas Eve and Watchnight Services. Do come and join the team.

Christmas Outreach at All Saints Home (Hougang) will be held on Sat 20 Dec
2025 at 3pm. Register with Eld Yue Kay by today.

Christmas Carolling at the home of Jonathan Chan (son of Joseph & Lilian
Chan) on Sat 20 Dec at 6pm. Register with Eld Yue Kay by today.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e Medical: Micheal (recovery from fall), Angie’s brother Anson (2™ carotid artery
stenting on 2/1), Angie’s cousin Reuben (chest tumour surgery on 12/1 in
Auckland).

e Travels: Justin & Family (Penang 7-25/12), (India 11- 15/12), Albert & Janet
(Vietnam 15-20/12), Joseph Wee & family (Taiwan: 20/12 to 20/01), Dn Paul
(Taiwan 27/12 to 4 /01).

e  Geok Pin’s family [baptism of father Mr Low and salvation of family members],
Agnes’ Parents [health & salvation], Mrs Philip Heng [stroke recovery]

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail to
church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e  PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards this
cause.
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