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The Discipline of

Reverential Worship -

The worship of God is a universal duty.
This fact is acknowledged by all men The God' Norship
except atheists and agnostics. Christianity
rests upon a fundamental premise that

. *...God is spinit; and those who worship
God’s favour is extended only to those Sim i€ worsliip i spirit and truth...”

who come to Him through the person and ohn 4:24

work of Christ. Yet, while many profess faith in Christ, professing Christians differ
widely in the manner in which they conduct their worship. There is a disturbing trend
of contemporary elements in the music, the instruments used and songs sung and
other practices of worship among some mega churches today.

Such diversity in practice may require an answer to this concern. What are the proper
means of worship that give get the Lord’s approval? What pattern of worship does the
Lord prescribe for his people? Specifically, is there a biblical measure by which we
may evaluate various practices of worship? We will discuss this together.

Current Worship Scene

The present ecclesiastical scene needs a Careful seeking of the biblical teaching on
worship. Some churches are introducing “contemporary” modes of worship: drama,
‘sacred prophetic dance’, multi-media productions — even magic and puppet shows.
Others advocate free-style services, wherein anyone present may exercise his “gifts”
spontaneously — a Sunday religious democracy with a vengeance. There are still
others who are given to ecclesiastical anarchy; yet others embrace the liturgical forms
of Rome, Canterbury or Eastern Orthodoxy. We need to ask if holiness and reverence
before the Almighty God may be lacking or even missing?

Many, even former conservative churches allow modern changes in their Sunday
worship without a biblical mandate. The Reformed churches hold a serious view of
the Word in the governance of worship. We maintain that the Bible contains
general principles which regulate all matters of worship. First, religious worship
must be directed to the Lord God alone; worship must not be given to unsound
practices often used in other religion in the worship of their deities, human or any
created thing. Second, the only acceptable means of worship are those established
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by God in His Word. We call it the scriptural law of worship or the regulative principle,
as a reminder that the Lord regulates the worship of his people by means of his Word
in orderliness and decency.

It is needful to have sound honouring practices of worship in our churches (1Cor
1:14,40). We need a correct perspective of the character and nature of God in worship.
After the death of King Uzziah, Isaiah was overwhelmed with the holiness of God and
conscious of our own depravity and humbled himself before God (Isa 6:1-8). That
should be our attitude before thrice holy God in our worship too.

Biblical Precepts of Worship AND THEY WERE CALLING TO ONE ANOTHER:

Our premise differs sharply from H‘g/ /4‘9[ A“%ISTHE LURDALN}]GHTY
contemporary attitudes toward worship. THE WHOLE EARTH 15 FULL&EE}}S(&)/
Many people claim that Christians are free -

to employ a variety of practices in worship,
as long as the means employed are not
specifically forbidden in scripture. (If
something is not forbidden, it must be R

alright i.e. any kind of instruments, shoutlng dancing). When their worship activities
are challenged, their response is, “Show us what is wrong with this practice.” The
worldly spirit of entertainment with contemporary music is the order of the day.

We cannot accept this in good conscience Any form of worship which is
demonstrably unbiblical should not be allowed in church services. Beware of every
new fad and fashion in worship violates some particular scriptural prohibition.

We believe that the scriptures give us a general prohibition against all elements
in worship besides those which God himself has instituted. This is the force of
scripture law of worship; it guards against man-made innovations in worship
like showmanship, entertainment and choreographed dancers and other
ostentatious behaviour.

The advocates of modern worship can subvert or exterminate the practice of true
worship among the people of God. This is the real source of conflict by some leaders
over worship, and we cannot overlook that fact. If we seek to practise genuine biblical
worship, we may encounter opposition from the advocates of synthetic worship of
man which is man-centred and fleshly nd we need the submission to the word to
arbitrate on this.

All of our worship should possess two pre-eminent characteristics:
e We must come prepared to worship the Lord with sincere hearts filled with
reverence and love for Him with orderliness, reverence and fear.
e We must worship God using only the means established in His Word.
Any worship which lacks either of these qualities is unacceptable; we must not

approach the Lord with improper motives or with unapproved means in jarring music
or the loud and distracting instruments used and often in a disorderly manner.

We are to humbly submit to God’s sovereign rules of worship in the scriptures alone
and not invent new ones.




During the worship service, members are to note the following, (see WCF Directory
of Public Worship)

The congregation being assembled, the minister,
after solemn calling on them to the worshipping of the
great name of God, is to begin with prayer,

In all reverence and humility acknowledging the
incomprehensible greatness and majesty of the Lord
(in whose presence they do then in a special manner
appear) and their own vileness and unworthiness to
approach so near him, with their utter inability of
themselves to so great a work; and humbly
beseeching him for pardon, assistance, and
acceptance, in the whole service then to be
performed; and for a blessing on that particular
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portion of His Word then to be read: And all in the
name and mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

e The public worship having begun, the people are wholly to attend upon it,
forbearing to read anything, except what the minister is then reading or citing;
and abstaining much more from all private whisperings, (browsing of our
HPs) conferences, salutations, or doing reverence to any person present,
or coming in; as also from all gazing, sleeping, and other indecent
behaviour, which may disturb the minister or people, or hinder themselves
or others in the service of God.

e If any, through necessity, be hindered from being present at the beginning, they
ought not, when they come into the congregation, to betake themselves to their
private devotions, but reverently to compose themselves to join with the
assembly in that ordinance of God which is then in hand.

Practical Worship Pointers to Consider

Consider prayerfully also the following practical guidelines for the preparation for holy
worship on the Lord’s Day.

1. Prepare your heart for the beginning of the Lord’s Day and frame your mind for
reverential public worship and prayer.

2. Enter into the holy assembly of saints in the presence of God reverently and
punctually, not carelessly and flippantly. Never miss the Lord’s Day worship
service except for valid reasons of absolute necessity or if one is on a bed of
affliction.

3. Do notjudge or be prejudiced against the message, messenger or the Word. Mark
and attend to the Word of God, which is being read and preached to you.

4. Beware of a slothful and sluggish disposition. Be attentive, receptive and pray
for the minister and for yourself in the humble reception of the Word preached
to us.

5. Apply all the Word of God to yourselves according to its relevance and
usefulness. As you leave the church, ask “How do these promises reproof, or
counsel, comfort or exhortation or direction concern me and how can | apply
it throughout the week?”
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6. Above all, resolve to obey what God shall made known to be His will for you.
Beware of Careless or inattentive hearing and living tend most dangerously
toward a hardened heart and spiritual decline.

7. Do not be a mere hearer of prayers of the preacher but pray with the minister and
beseech heaven corporately to answer our feeble cries and petitions for the saving
of souls and edifying of the saints.

5. Stir up your hearts to alacrity and joy in the singing of hymns, reading of scripture
and the worship of God and sing aloud joyfully with the congregation.

6. Be meditative and sober in the whole worship service, ready to sing the hymns
and read the scripture text and pay attention the prayers made and bring an
offering to the Lord and receive any instruction from God; be it from a prayer, hymn
or the Word preached.

7. Confess your sins and repent of your evil ways and seek the Lord for
forgiveness and pardon.

8. Do not be distracted by the things around you (HPs to be put to silent mode) and
do not let the cares of the world cloud your mind during the service.

9. Consider how you may apply or practice what you have learnt into your life today.

10. Share with someone a relevant lesson that you have learnt from the service and
let another be blessed by the Word.

11.Teach our children to respect God’s house by paying attention and keeping silent,
especially when the service is on.

12. At the close of the service, after the benediction, spend a few quiet moments to
pray and reflect or ponder to thank God for His holy Word.

Conclusion

The worship of God is an important discipline of the church and personal
Christian life, and it requires us to prepare the night before by resting earlier
and to come early for worship on the Lord’s Day and not be late. Children are
also to be trained by parents to be discipline in not running around or shouting
or playing. Learn to be still in times of reverential worship in the sanctuary.
Worshippers are to be attentive, humble and receptive to the Word. They are not to
distract others by dreaming, sleeping or talking but paying attention to the preaching
of the Word and to sing out orally and from the heart to the hymns and praying
together with the chairman, speaker or the minister.

Col 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts to the Lord.” After the service, we are to meditate on the Word on its
application and ponder about it . Have family worship with your children on the Lord’s
Day. We are to share it with others and our family, friends and members and to exhort
and encourage others in the most holy faith.

Jack Sin,
(Work consulted include Westminster Confession of faith, Directory of Public Worship)



Pastoral Musings
- Worship, Ministry &

Fellowship

at Tacoma, Puyallup,
Olympia & Seattle
in Washington State, USA -

The 3" leg of our sabbatical was
spent fruitfully with the BPCs and
seminary in Washington State.

At Tacoma, we were graciously
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hosted by the Pastor of Tacoma BPC- Rev GW and Mrs Bonnie Fisher. Tacoma BPC was
started in1937 after Rev Roy Brumbaugh left the First Presbyterian church to start
Tacoma BPC in defence of the faith during the fundamental liberal controversy of the
1920s when many denied the basic tenets of the faith. He was succeeded by Rev
Anderson who we met when we were here in 2001 for the BP Synod meeting and the

church grew to about 200 people
then. This was our second time
here and they have shifted to a
new place as the previous church
had a fire incident. Rev GW Fisher
has been serving faithfully here for
24 years, and he invited me to
share a word of greeting to the
congregation during the morning
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We were also invited
by Pastor Andy Yong of
Covenant BPC to
share a word with his
congregation which
are all Koreans.
Covenant BPC is also
using the premises of
Tacoma BPC. Do pray
for him and his family
as they serve God with
4 children reaching
out to the Korean
community.

; _ the benediction at the afternoon

service.




About 20 mins drive
from Tacoma is the
Western Reformed
Seminary located in
Puyallup. WRS was
started in1984 with Dr
John Battle as the
founding President, a
good friend of ours
and he has trained
many BP ministers
and lay leaders over
these 4 decades. He
had stepped down 7 a5  {
years ago and Rev Tito %m :

is now the President. -
Eld Dr Scott Hollander, the administrator and business manager, took care of us and
showed us around the campus. Some of our pastoral staff In Singapore graduated from
here including Preacher Mok and others.

We also visited Olympia BPC pastored by
Rev Tito on Sunday evening and had good
fellowship with Eld Scott a former majorin
the US army but now he serves the King of
kings at WRS and at Olympia BPC with his
dear family.

Do uphold these
three churches and
seminary in prayer
as they continue to
preach Christ and
defend the faith in
these days of great
spiritual declension
and compromise.



At Seattle, we
encountered
alJehovah
Witness cult
couple who
was
witnessing on
the street and
to Christian
Science cult
membersin
their shop. We reached out to them with the delty of Chrlst and the doctrlne of the
Trinity defended from the Bible. May the truth of God’s Word set them free from the
bondage of error and deception.

Mon 26 May was Memorial Day, and we were invited to a church picnic by Tacoma
BPC. Thisis a day for Americans to soberly remember those who could not return
home in their uniform as they died in service as the ultimate sacrifice for the nation. It
was a poignant moment for many who have lost loved ones in the service. While we do
not have this tradition in Singapore as we never really fought a war after our
independence : :
60years ago
but as an ex-
officer myself, |
can imagine
how difficult it
was for those
affected and
the military
families. Our
hearts should
also go to all
those who died
or suffered for ? X :
Christ from the apostles to Stephen the flrst martyr and the heroes of falth in Heb 11,
the faithful Reformers like John Huss and William Tyndale, the English Puritans and the
Scottish Covenanters, the Huguenots of France and those who had suffered or are
suffering for their faith in country x and some other countries in the Middle East and
even Asia and Easter Europe some of whom, we know personally or by name and they
will receive an eternal reward. May the Lord help us to be faithful to him to the end of
life. He died for us; will we not live for Him? Heb11:32-40

Pastor Jack & Angie



Memory Verse
Isa 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send, and

who will go for us? Then said |, Here am |; send me.

Announcements

1.

10.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Approaching God with Holiness
(Isa 6:1-8)", continuing the quarterly series on “Approaching God with the Right
Disposition”.

Next Sunday, Pastor will bring us on God’s Word on “Approaching God with
Maturity (Heb 5:12-14)".

Sunday School classes will resume next week.
The Church Camp Briefing is held after the refreshments today.

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local
and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on New Testament
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom 1D:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

The All Asia Creation Ministry International Conference “Teaching Genesis 1-
11 History & Science” will be held on 22 & 23 Aug at the Salvation Army Hall in
Upper Bukit Timah. The keynote speakers are Dr Don Batten (CMI), Rev Dr Jack
Sin (Sovereign Hope BPC), Dr Andy Mcintosh (University of Leeds), Dr Mona
Bias (East Asia School of Theology). Other session speakers from Australia,
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Mongolia, South Korea, Taiwan, United Kingdom
and USA. Registration starts on 21 Apr 2025.

Pray for:

e 2025 Annual Church Camp, Jun 10-13 at Forest City Marina Hotel, Johor,
Malaysia on the theme “Wise or Foolish Living in a Smartphone Era” by Rev
Tan Eng Boo.

e Medical: Simon [liver issues and depression], Agnes’ parents [medical
investigations], Dr KL & CP’s daughter: An Yan & baby [postnatal
recovery], Mrs Philip Heng [home care], John W’s sister Angeline [lung
cancer], John W’s daughter [dialysis treatment].

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:

e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)

¢  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1

e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.



