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 Navigating Today’s 
Cultural Landscape  

Through A Biblical Lens 
(Devotion by Justin Lee to  

TLS Academy students) 

1. The Reality You Must Face 

- Culture Is Not Neutral 

⚫ Culture is not “just there”—it is actively shaping how you think, speak, and 
live. 

⚫ What you repeatedly see, hear, and follow will eventually define you. 

⚫ If you do not consciously follow God, you will unconsciously follow the 
world. 

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit…” (Col 2:8) 

Key Truth: 
  You are being shaped every day - the only question is: by whom? 

 

2. God’s Warning Still Stands Today 

- Do Not Become Like Them 

⚫ God warned Israel not to copy the nations around them. 

⚫ The issue was not race or culture—but spiritual corruption and idolatry. 

⚫ When Israel ignored God, they slowly became like the very people they 
were warned about. 

“They will turn away thy son from following me…” (Deut 7:4) 

Key Truth: 
  What you allow into your life today will shape who you will become 
tomorrow. 
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3. The Danger of “Blending In” 

- Conformity Is Subtle but Powerful 

⚫ You do not drift toward God—you drift 
away from Him. 

⚫ Conformity happens slowly, quietly, and 
almost invisibly. 

⚫ The world does not need you to reject 
God loudly—only to ignore Him and His 
Word gradually. 

“Be not conformed to this world…” (Rom 12:2) Be separate. 

Key Truth: 

You either stand for Christ or you blend into a fallen culture—there is no 
middle ground. 

 

4. The Company You Keep Matters 

- Alignment Shapes Identity 

⚫ Your friendships, influences, and 
alliances shape your values. 

⚫ You become like what you constantly 
surround yourself with. 

⚫ Spiritual compromise rarely feels 
dangerous—but it always is. 

“What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness…?” (2 Cor 6:14) 

Key Truth: 

 Who you walk with today will determine where you stand tomorrow. 

 

5. Idolatry Has Changed Its Form  
- But Not Its Power 

⚫ Idolatry today is often invisible: 

❖ Approval from others 

❖ Social media identity and 
selfism 

❖ Success, pleasure, 
popularity 

⚫ Anything that replaces God at the center of your life is an idol. 

“Keep yourselves from idols.” (1 John 5:21) 

Key Truth: 

 If Christ is not first in your life, something else already is. 
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6. Your True Identity 

- You Were Never Meant to Fit In 

⚫ You are not defined by trends, friends, or 
culture. 

⚫ You belong to God - this changes how you live. 

⚫ You are called to stand, not to blend. 

“As strangers and pilgrims… abstain from fleshly 
lusts…” (1Pet 2:11) 

Key Truth: 

 You are not here to be accepted by the world—you are here to represent 
Christ. 

 

7. The Decision You Cannot Avoid 

You Must Choose 

⚫ You cannot follow both God and culture. Make 
up your mind. 

⚫ Not choosing God is already choosing against 
Him. 

⚫ Every day you delay is a step further away from 
Him. 

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve…” (Josh 
24:15) 

 

Final Reflection (For the Heart, Not Just the Mind)  
Pause & Consider Honestly: 

⚫ What is shaping your thinking more than God’s Word right now? 

⚫ Where have you already compromised—and told yourself it is “not a big 
deal”? 

⚫ If your life continues in this direction, where will you be in 5 years? 

Closing Charge 

You may feel that: 

⚫ The future is far away 

⚫ Commitment to God can wait 

⚫ Change is not urgent 

But Scripture warns otherwise: 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.” (2Cor 6:2) 
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Final Truth to Carry with You 

⚫ Your direction today determines your 
destination tomorrow. 

⚫ Small compromises today become deep 
regrets later. 

⚫ The time to choose God is not later. 

It Is Now. 
 

Questions to Ponder 

1. Awareness — What Is Shaping You? 
“Beware lest any man spoil you…” (Col 2:8) 

⚫ What influences your thinking more—
God’s Word or culture?  

⚫ What do you consistently watch, 
follow, or listen to—and how is it 
shaping you? 

⚫ Are you being intentional, or are you 
simply absorbing what comes to you? 

2. Discernment — Are You Drifting? 

“Be not conformed to this world…” (Rom 12:2) 

⚫ In what ways have you slowly become more like the world without realizing 
it? 

⚫ What once troubled your conscience—but no longer does? 

⚫ Are you drifting away from God quietly rather than rebelling openly? 

3. Influence — Who Is Walking with You? 

“What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness…?” (2 
Corinthians 6:14) 

⚫ Do your closest influences strengthen your faith or weaken it? 

⚫ Who has the greatest voice in your life right now—and should they? 

⚫ If someone observed your friendships, what would they conclude about 
your values? 

4. Idolatry — What Has Your Heart? Prov 4;23 

“Keep yourselves from idols.” (1John 5:21) 

⚫ What do you think about most when you are alone? 

⚫ What do you fear losing the most? 

⚫ What gives you a sense of identity, worth, or happiness more than God? 
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5. Identity — Who Do You Belong To? 

 “As strangers and pilgrims…” (1 Peter 2:11) 

⚫ Are you trying to fit into culture or stand for 
Christ? 

⚫ Do people around you know you are a follower of 
Christ—clearly? 

⚫ If your life were examined closely, would it reflect 
God’s holiness? 

6. Urgency — What Are You Delaying? 

 “Now is the accepted time…” (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

⚫ What change do you already know you need to make—but have 
postponed? 

⚫ Why are you waiting? Comfort? Fear? Indifference? 

⚫ If you continue as you are today, where will your life be in 5 years? 

7. Decision — Who Will You Serve? 

: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve…” (Joshua 24:15) 

⚫ Who are you truly living for right now—God, yourself, or others? 

⚫ What would it cost you to fully follow God—and are you willing? 

⚫ If you had to choose today, without delay, what would your answer be? 

Final Heart-Level Question 

⚫ If Christ were to examine your life 
today—not your words, but your 
actions— 
 would He see surrender… or 
compromise? 

Closing Thought 

You are not too young. 
You are not too early to change. 
You are not too far gone. 

But you are also Not Guaranteed Tomorrow. 

: “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12) 

Carry This with You 

* What you choose today becomes who you are tomorrow. * 

*What you ignore today may cost you everything later. * 

* What you surrender today may save your life eternally. * 



6 

 

Good Friday Worship Service 

Thank God for Danny Chu’s salvation testimony 
and visitors – Irene & Steven, Jianlian (China). 

Resurrection Sunday 
Worship Service 
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Thank God for many loving hands who prepared the Brunch 
Fellowship! 

Praise God for our visitors Jireh, 
Sally & Queenie. 

Blessed 
Birthday  

to  
Rachel,  

Joy,  
Sam  

&  
Angie! 
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Memory Verse  

2Cor 6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave us 
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the 
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your 
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Biblical Understanding of Biblical 
Separation & Purity (2Cor 6:14-18, 2Chr 19:1,2)”, commencing a new quarterly 
series on “Knowing What & Why We Believe”.  

3. Next Sunday, Rev Tan Eng Boo will preach on “Biblical Understanding of 
Reformed Worship (John 4:22-24, 1Cor 14:33,40)”. 

4. Sunday School classes after the worship service are: 

• Walk Thru the Old Testament (Pastor) 

• Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen) 

5. Chinese Fellowship that meets every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom. [Zoom 
ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

6. May Day Seminar will be held on Fri 1 May 2026 3pm on “Managing Grief & 
Euthanasia from a Biblical Perspective”. Speakers are Dr Jack Sin and Mr 
Daniel Wong (Amazing Grace Bereavement Services). Register with Eld Yue Kay 
(hp;97450311) by 21 Apr. 

7. SHBPC Church Camp: 9-12 June 2026. Theme: “The Biblical Perspective of 
the Christian & Church in a Digital Age”. Camp speaker: Dr Scott Hollander 
from Western Reformed Seminary, USA. Venue: Yello Hotel, Batam. Contact Dn 
Paul/Bro Joseph Chan for more details and the registration form. 

8. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527 
5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

9. Pray for: 

• Church Camp Committee, Speaker & Campers: 

• Kin Hoong [right shoulder and big toe’s full recovery] 

• Kim Meng’s mother [heart condition], Agnes’ mother [recovery from fall] 

• Jo & Lil’s Dil Annabelle Chan [knee injury],  

• Dr Sam & Dr Jason [Career Pathway], Yusong [PostGrad Studies Pathway] 

• Lily Almon [citizenship application], John Almon [NYP application] 

10. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail 
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards 
this cause. 


