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Should Christians join in a 7 <Chessalonians 5:22
malevolent celebration?

- Halloween -

The month of October is drawing close. The all-
important 16" century Protestant Reformation
remembrance on 31 Oct is often forgotten by
God’s people and sadly neglected or forgotten by [Eadezs firom all appearance
many today. Instead, Halloween has taken centre of eoll.

stage and is featured in many merchandise shops
and celebrated by many in the western and eastern world, including Singaporeans
(Christians and churches alike) as a fun time for kids and adults, putting on evil-
looking wizards or witches costumes, cauldrons, brooms, vampires apparel,
skeletons, candles, amulets, tarot cards, voodoo dolls, charms and chants, (which are
easily available in Daiso and Toys R Us) and other activities in horror parties In town,
Some kindergartens/childcare centres, night sports and even some condominiums
are organising events to go door-to-door to get candy and play diabolical tricks on
others. Halloween is traditionally believed to a time of witches, ghouls, goblins, and
ghosts. and spirits that will come alive and haunt the earth. Many including some
churches and Christians see Halloween as just a harmless time of fun and not
a ghastly and demonically inspired night to be avoided which is of great
concern.

As Christians, should we allow our children and ourselves to have some fun and

participate in Halloween? Is it alright to go trick-or-treating? Can we dress our homes
or our kids up in diabolical costumes on that day for some malevolent fun as Christians?

Halloween's Origins

An objective glimpse of the history of the event or celebration of Halloween is
useful. The word Halloween is derived from the term "All Hallows Eve" which
occurred on Oct. 31, the end of summer in Northwestern Europe. "All Saints Day," or
"All Hallows Day" was the next Day, Nov. 1. Therefore, Halloween is the eve of All
Saints Day.
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The origins of Halloween can

apparently be traced back o | \WAYS TO CELEBRATE SAMHAIN

ancient Ireland and @moonlightandmindfulness
Scotland. On Oct. 31%, the

Celts celebrated the end of /
summer. This was important = =9
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season and lifestyle was
marked by a festival called
Sambhain -- pronounced
'sow-ane' and means 'end of
summer.' Sow rhymes with

d

COMMUNICATE WITH PROTECT YOURSELF &
SPIRITS THROUGH TAROT, YOUR HOME WITH
DOWSING, OR BLACK CRYSTALS,

OTHER MAGICKAL WORK  AMULETS, OR SACHETS

READ GHOST STORIES
cow. OR SHARE STORIES

OF YOUR ANCESTORS

There was much superstition
associated with this time of change including the belief in fairies, and that the spirits
of the dead wandered around looking for bodies to inhabit. Since the living did not
want to be possessed by spirits, they dressed up in costumes and paraded around
the streets making loud noises to confuse and frighten the spirits away. In addition,
the new year began for the Celts on Nov. 1. So, the day of Samhain was believed to
be a day that was in neither the year past or the year to come. Since it was in between,
chaos ruled on that day. Often, people would pull practical jokes on others as a result
with ghostly tricks. Later, around the 5" century, as the Roman Church developed
and moved into the area, instead of adding a new day to celebrate, it took over the
Samhain celebration. Nov. 15t became "All Hallows Eve" where all the saints of the
Catholic church were honoured. A later custom developed where people would go
door-to-door on Nov. 2, requesting small cakes in exchange for the promise of saying
prayers for some of the dead relatives of each house. This arose out of the religious
belief that the dead were in a state of limbo before they went to heaven or hell and
that the prayers of the living could influence the outcome. This may have been the
precursor to Trick-or-Treat. The Jack-0-Lantern apparently comes from Irish folklore
about a man named Jack who tricked the devil into climbing a tree. Once the devil
was in the tree, Jack carved a cross on the trunk, preventing the devil from coming
down. The devil then made a deal with Jack to not allow Jack into hell after Jack died
if only Jack would remove the cross from the tree. After Jack died, he could not go to
hell, and he could not go to heaven. He was forced to wander around the earth with
a single candle to light his way. The candle was placed in a turnip to keep it burning
longer. When the Irish came to America in the 1800's, they adopted the pumpkin
instead of the turnip. Along with these traditions, they brought the idea that the black
cat was considered by some to be reincarnated spirits who had prophetic abilities. So,
it appears that the origins of Halloween are a mixture of old Celtic pagan rituals
superstition and early Catholic traditions. As true believers of Christ, we have nothing
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to do with both of them for they are contrary to the biblical teachings of scriptures
which clearly forbid the celebration of occultic events or practices. (Lev 19:27-30, Deut
18: 9-14)

What does the Bible say about the Occult?

What does the Bible say about occultic
events like Halloween popularized by the

Harry Potter series of books and other Therefore hearken not ye to your
horror movies? The Word of God warns prophets, nor to your diviners, nor
us solemnly against dabbling with the to your dreamers, nor to your

occult like consulting witches, the .- enchanters, nor to your sorcerers,
stargazers or astrologers or those who which speak unto you, saying, Ye

shall not serve the king of
Babylon:

72 77|

read horoscopes, spiritists or
necromancers in consultation with dead.
The history of Halloween has to do with
the dead, with mediums, bomohs (ie
necromancers) and neo-paganistic
worship which are prevalent today.

Exodus 22:18, “You shall not let a witch live.”

Deut. 18:10-12, "Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter
in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft,
11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. 12 Anyone
who does these things is detestable to the LORD..."

The Bible clearly admonishes us about occultic practices like necromancy , astrology
spirits consultation , and witches and condemns not only the practice but also the
people who are involved in it. (Isa 47:12,13, Jer 27:9, Gal 5:20 .and Rev 21:8).

As Christians, we are to have nothing to do with the occult as commanded by
our Lord. Tarot cards, yoga, horoscopes, astrology, contacting the dead,
séances, lucky charms, talisman, amulets, diabolical supernatural powers and
Halloween. These are all anti-biblical and diabolical and can harm a Christian's
effective witness and fellowship with God and open the Christian to demonic
oppression and even satanic entanglement for some. (Jas 4:7, 8) Most Christians
should know this and make an effort to avoid all these unedifying activities. But some
are still ensnared by these ancient pagan connections and present occultic
connections in Halloween parties and seemingly innocent trick-or treat activities for
the children, and thus need to be delivered from this bondage and slavery of the evil
one. (1Thess 5:21,22)

The God-Fearing Christian & the Occult

The Christian as commanded by our Lord (2Cor 6:14-18, Lev 19:27-31, Jer 27:9,
Isa 47:12,13) is to be separate from evil and not be involved or support the
occult, witchcraft, demonism, or any other thing that uplifts the occult. To do
so is to contradict God’s Word. Dabbling in demonic spirits can invite entanglement
with satanic forces and judgment from God. A Halloween celebration is centred on
demons, devils, spirits, etc., and we should not have anything to do with it, in
obedience to God.
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Some have said that it is not wrong to dress up in a costume and go door-to-door
saying, 'Trick or Treat.”, that it's just fun for the kids or even use it for a good cause.
Can we ever do a wrong thing right or can anything good come out of evil? The
answer to that is found in 1 Cor 6:9-12 and 1Cor 10;23,31 which tells us all
things are lawful, but all things are not profitable nor expedient according to
God’s will for us - it is either edifying or glorifying to God. It is a very clear
matter that it is totally forbidden for us to participate in such activities, and full
obedience to God and not compromise and accommodation should be key.

Conclusion

The Christian today is greatly exposed to the occult and not aware of its grave
perils to their souls eternally. It is like playing with fire or a venomous snake
and scorpions and not knowing the serious consequences that it can have on
us. Today’s social and educational institutions and even some of the churches have
become so desensitized to the subtle and insidious invasion of the occult and the
diabolical holiday of Halloween that many secular (and even Christian) kindergartens
and preschools has even embraced as a fun time of parties and games for the children,
and Christian parents have unwittingly or knowingly embraced it and encouraged their
children to participate in this malevolent entertainment.

It is a proven historical fact that Halloween has pagan origins, therefore a Christian
who wants to honour and please God should not follow the world in dressing up our
kids in malevolent costumes and go door-to-door for fun or even for a so-call good
cause. Rather, for conscience’s sake (not just yours but others as well) and in total
obedience to God, one should not as a Christian stumble another by our bad example
in the unedifying participation in Halloween. (1Cor 8:13)

Though some Halloween fans say the occasion is only harmless fantasy or fun
and perceived by some as a child's fun holiday, many are oblivious that there
is a subtle darker side to it that will compromise our faith and testimony. We
need to pray for godly wisdom and courage to stand up to the pressures of friends
and neighbours and even some schoolteachers, notwithstanding the fun and parties
and costume selection for our children, and dutifully seek out the will of God and obey
it and honestly examine the issue before God. We need to make a clear stand against
it and before it adversely affects our children and our family or Christian school or
church that they are in. Believers are to be discerning and to separate ourselves from
the corruption of evil for the devil is a roaring lion seeking any that he may devour in
these last days. (1Pet 5:8). Let us resolve to not be contaminated and be in
compromise with the devil in this diabolical celebration which is an great affront
and abomination to the most holy and just God.

Jack Sin

(Works consulted, and edited include Dave Hunt, The Seduction of
Christianity,1986, Abanes Richard, Harry Potter, and the Bible,2001 and
www.salems-den.com/Halloween.html| and https://carm.org/halloween and
https://answersingenesis.org/holidays/halloween-history-and-the-bible/)
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Local Evangelism Outreaches

=
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Gate of Heaven

o Thank God for Outreach at All
Saints Home (Tampines) on Sun
8 Sep 2024. There were 32
residents and 14 of us
volunteers. Dn Yue Kay led the
meeting and included a lively
“fishing” game!

Joseph shared the Word of God
in English with Rachel translating
into Hokkien.

- House of Gog

NS

Door-to-Door Evangelism at Macpherson Estate on Sun 15 Sep 2024.
Pray for the salvation of these residents.
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Evangelism Workshop on 8 Sep 2024.
_ St =

The Gideonites
Praise the Lord for all the
Gideons here who came for
the Worship Service and
Evangelism Workshop on 8
Sep. Pray for them at their
Annual Conference in Miri
(20-22 Sep).

Ministry of Comfort
Thank you, brethren, for your presence, prayer and condolences to
our family at the homegoing of our late father Mr Sin Heng Peng.
From Pastor Jack & family




Memory Verse

Exod 35:21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every

one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD'S
offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for
all his service, and for the holy garments.

Announcements

1.

8.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Using Our Gifts & Talents to
Build the House of God [Exodus 35:21-35]", the study on the “Book of
Exodus — Supernatural Guidance in the Wilderness of Life.

Next Sunday is Gospel Sunday. Rev Tan Eng Boo will preach on “Why Jesus
Matters in This & the Next Life”. Invite a friend to come and hear the good
news of salvation in Christ.

Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows:
e Christian Apologetics (Pastor)
e Studies in Nehemiah (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on Old Testament
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable
learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom 1D:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:
e  Philip & Su’s grand-daughter Gabby’s PSLE (13 Sep — 1 Oct).

e  Medical: Sharon [recovery from hemithyroidectomy], Kin Hoong [gastro &
colonoscopy on 7 Oct], Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways], Samuel Wong
[multiple health conditions], Aunty Chwee Lian [hip fracture], Daniel Phang [high
blood pressure & gout],

e Travels: Dn Yue Kay, Albert, Janet, John W (Gideons Annual Conference @
Miri, 20-22 Sep), Pastor, Marcus, Choo Siang & Nancy (Batam Missions 28-29
Sep, Dr Sam Gan (returning to Sg on 30 Sep), Pastor, Angie, John W, Dr Sam
Gan (Myanmar Missions 6-12 Oct).

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail to
church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
. Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
. PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards this
cause.



