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STEPS TO EFFECTUAL PRAYER

Consider the definition of prayer by the Puritan John Bunyan,
“Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of |
the heart or soul to God, through Christ, in the strength
and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God
hath promised, or according to the Word, for the good of
the church, with submission, in faith, to the will of God.”

There is to be greater spiritual eagerness during these
troubled times in the area of fervent intercessory prayer
for one another before the Lord. Paul in Phil 4:6-7 says, ‘Be careful for nothing; but
in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’

Prayer is the breath of godliness. 1 Sam 12:23 says, ‘Moreover as for me, God
forbid that | should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach
you the good and the right way.” Acknowledging that we want to pray and knowing
that we need to pray, then how should we pray? Five guidelines and disciplines below
are helpful for us to get started.

1. We should pray Regularly. Set aside a time every morning or night. Psa 5:3
says, ‘My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will | direct
my prayer unto thee, and will look up.’ Jesus did not say, “If you pray.” He said,
‘when thou prayest' (Matt 6:5-7). Our Lord taught that prayer should be the habit
of our lives as it was for Him. He states that we should yearn to communicate with
our Father as He did. He asserts that drawing upon God for spiritual strength
would be as needful and as natural for us as breathing and taking in air is for
sustaining physical life. As Bishop J.C. Ryle, put it, “Prayer is the very life-breath
of true Christianity.”

2. We should pray Reverently. Isaiah was filled with awe when he saw God in
all His glory (Isa 6:1-3). God is our heavenly Father; therefore He is not like us
(Isa 55.8-9) and He is “not the man upstairs, the force, the Big Guy”, or “our daddy.”
God is thrice holy, the King of glory, the righteous Judge of all, the God of heaven
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and earth and of all the hosts, the Mighty God, and the Lord of Lords. Therefore,
we are to pray respectfully, approaching God with an element of awe and
reverence and not flippantly or superficially.

. We should pray Humbly with a Lowly Spirit. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day
prayed loudly for everyone to hear and see. By contrast we as redeemed men
with a passion for prayer are to pray with humility and sincerity, like the tax
collector in Jesus’ parable, who, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner!’ (Lk
18:13). Beloved, this humble man was praised by our Lord, and his prayer was
accepted. Isa 66:2 says, ‘For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those
things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will | look, even to him that is
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.’

. We should pray Boldly. Redeemed are to be courageous before God and not
with cowardice or worldly phobia. Yes, we are humble, penitent sinners but
because of God’s grace as humble sinners, we can approach the throne of His
grace boldly and with courage so that we may receive His mercy and find His
grace to help us in the time of our need. Heb 4:16 says, ‘Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.’

. We should pray Particularly. Supplication has to do with praying for others’
specific needs with persistence. Eph 6:18 says, ‘Praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.’ Just think of all the loved ones and people and concerns
you have and pray for each of the needs specifically. 2 Chr 7:14 says, ‘If my people,
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.’

Conclusion

Prayer is not Prattle; it is Battle. Let us all come pom x T MR

for the Wednesday Night Church Prayer Meeting at
the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have

meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of
the LORD's anger.’

8pm. Remember Zeph 2:3 which says, ‘Seek ye -l

wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek - -—i“

Let this be a reminder to us in this last quarter of Z\ ,‘

2025 to continue in fervent intercession for one another before the throne of grace.

Jack Sin



Testimony of Calling

- By Elder Tan Yue Kay
Ordination Service
7 Sep 2025 -

Part 1 - "Seeking God's Will to
His Calling"

When Pastor Jack shared with me
about the nomination as an elder in
Sovereign Hope some 2 months
back, I told him | needed to pray about the matter and to seek God's Will if it is His
calling. This is a testimony on how the Lord led me through this period of
prayerful waiting.

Firstly, God showed me in 1 Timothy 3:1 ~ "This a true saying, if a man desire the
office of a bishop (overseer or elder), he desireth a good work (honourable work)".

I needed first to examine my inward desire on whether | have a true passion, my
motive and attitude. These were the questions | pondered in my heart:

e Dol take it just a promotion (from Deaconship to Eldership or a new title
given to me)?
e Dol find serving God a burden or just doing things out of obligation/duty
OR a delight & privilege in serving The King of kings & The Lord of lords
with joy?
I needed also to examine my outwardly pursuits/external actions in reaching out
to others, whether | have the abilities to fulfil my new role and responsibilities.
Recognizing that it is not just new responsibilities with greater works to be done
but more than that, an accountability to God too because responsibility comes
with accountability.

The Lord reminded me in Zechariah 4:6 ~ "....Not by might nor by power, but by
My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts". | know that | cannot serve God with my own
strength and wisdom but with His strength and His wisdom. The Lord will surely
equip me if it is His will for me to serve Him in this new role. | have nothing to
offer Him as all | have belongs to God. Even if | have done all that | should and
could as commanded, | am still an unprofitable servant of the LORD, a sinner
saved, sustained and preserved by His Sovereign Grace. (Luke 17:10)

The verse that strongly confirmed my conviction to the calling is found in chapter
6 of the Book of Acts, a very familiar passage where the Apostles asked the early
church to appoint deacons to meet the needs of the neglected widows. The
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Apostles in Acts 6:4 tells the church, "But we will give ourselves continually to
prayer and to the ministry of the Word."

The Apostles did not see prayer as something that they needed to do before the
ministry of the Word or even as preparation for any ministries. They believed
prayer is a ministry itself just as the ministry of the Word. Both are equally
important for their work of the Gospel. When churches fail, they often fail at the
fundamentals, and particularly those identified in Acts 6:4 -"prayer and the
ministry of the Word".

In fact, the most neglected weapon in our spiritual warfare against the devil is
prayer. The devil does not care about big churches as much as he cares about
praying churches. The devil does not care about prominent Christian as much as
he cares about praying Christian. The devil does not care about leaders who
merely preach or talk; he cares about leaders who pray.

Prayer ministry is something very close to my heart. As an elected and ordained
Elder of the SHBPC, | will focus on the following 3 aspects in the church ministry -
Firstly, prayer ministry. Secondly, caring for the flock (both spiritual and other
areas as needed - giving much encouragement in their spiritual growth). Thirdly,
overseeing the overall ministries of the church whether in evangelism,
discipleship, missions and any activities or programs to equip the people for the
work of the ministry and building up the Body of Christ.

Part 2 - Thanksgiving to God

| want to give thanks to God for all of
you present to witness the ordination of
Eldership and dedication of the new
Church Session. In particularly, | thank
God for 2 of my brothers in Christ,
Brothers Seto Hann Hoi and Timothy
Low who are with us at this ordination
. _ service.
! Brother Seto was the one whom God used to share
\‘ the Gospel to me some 50 years ago. We have
known each other for more than 66 years and we
are 66 years old this year. We knew each other even
before we were born while we were still in our
mothers' womb. We were close neighbours and
went to the same kindergarten and primary school. |
served together with both of them in the Youth
Ministry back then some 47 years ago.
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persistent prayer for me too as recorded 13/2 /45
in his prayer journal dated 13 March
1995. Brother Seto prayed specifically 2
requests to God some 30 years ago.
Firstly, praying for my return to The
Lord. Secondly, praying for comfort and
strength for me and my family for the
loss of our eldest son in February 1995 at the age of 4 plus due to illness. He was
in overseas mission work, and he still remembered me though he was far away
from home. | am glad that he is able to come to rejoice with me on this special
occasion as he was supposed to leave Singapore 3 days ago.

More than sharing The Gospel to me, |
thank God for Brother Seto's fervent and ﬁ

The Lord answered his prayer only 20 years later in 2015 when | returned to His
Fold on 12 August 2015 (some 10 years ago) through the Gideon's ministry after
receiving a small pocket size New Testament Bible.

The reasons why | am sharing this testimony is to encourage all of us, including
myself, not to give up praying for the salvation of our loved ones who are so dear
to us and even those whom we know strayed away from The Lord. Our God is a
long-suffering God, waiting patiently for His elect child to return to Him. (2 Peter
3:9)

Another lesson | learned is to keep a prayer journal. | encourage all of us to do
that and | have a new prayer journal with effective from 7 September 2025 to
record and testify The Lord's goodness, His mercy and grace in answering all our
prayers because we know He is a prayer answering God. He hears our every
prayer and supplication. No
prayers will go unheard and
unanswered by God because we
know He is true to His promises,
and He will never fail us or leave
and forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5)

Thanks be to God through our
Lord Jesus Christ and All Glory to .
God The Father, God The Son, The Ordination Council: Rev Philip Heng,

God The Holy Ghost, Amen. Rev Tan Eng Boo & Rev Dr Jack Sin.
Together with SHBPC Session.

Elder Tan Yue Kay



At Soverelgn Hope BPC-7 Sep 2025

Ordination of
Elder Tan Yue Kay
&
Dedication of
SHBPC Session
2025-2027

Affirmation Questions by
Rev Dr Jack Sin

Ordination by The Council &
Prayer by Rev Philip Heng

The Charge by Rev Tan Eng Boo

The Many Witnesses....




by Rev Tan Eng Boo

Song of Dedication on
1Jn 2:15
“Love Not the World”

) e
“Faithful Co-labouring with the
Church Stewards in the Local Church
(1Cor 3:9-16)” by Rev Philip Heng

Worshippers

Lunch Fellowship with Guests, Friends and
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Memory Verse

2Thes 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from

evil.

Announcements

1.

7.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Case to Stand Fast in the
Last Days (2Thes 2:1-17)", continuing the quarterly series on “Sacred
Meditations on Christ and the Coming of the Anti-Christ (1 & 2 Thess)”.

Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Walking & Working Well in the Lord
(2Thes 3:1-18)".

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on New Testament
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom 1D:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e Travels: Eld Yue Kay/John W/John A/Albert & Janet [19-21/9 Gideons
Conference in Penang], Dn Paul [Perth, 20-27/9]

e Mission Partners: New Covenant BPC & KinderBees Pre-School [Ps
Babu, Bangalore], Calvary Reformed Church [late Ps Lazarus, Bangalore],
Gilead Balm Home [Eld Habakkuk, Yangon], Pr Myitta & Pr Hla Pui
[Yangon, Myanmar], Pr Benjamin [Cameron Highlands, Malaysia]

¢ Medical: Geok Pin & parents [respective cancer conditions], Li Lee [post

hysterectomy recovery], Pit Yuen [post-radiotherapy recovery], Agnes’
Parents [health & salvation], Mrs Philip Heng [stroke recovery]

Joseph & Rachel: GPS Outreach at Ang Mo Kio

Dr Sam Gan: Work & Ministry in Wenzhou

Lily Almon: Singapore Citizenship Application

John Almon: Application for course at Nanyang Polytechnic

Bangalore Mission Trip [11-15 Dec]: Pastor, Eld Yue Kay, John W, Shaun
& Zoey (Brunei)

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and
mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as

indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
¢ PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate
towards this cause.



