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Precepts of Biblical 
Evangelism & Missions 

We are to be prayerfully burdened for souls 
and be fruitfully engaged in effective 
evangelism. (Rom 1:16). Peter challenges us 
in 1Pet 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear.” 

This verse tells us to always be ready and 
sanctified vessels, willing to go and reach out 
in the street or HDB flats or MRT stations to spread the gospel (1Cor 9:16). Are we 
equipped and prepared all the time to share Christ when called upon? 

The Strategy for Evangelism 

Our strategy or plan in biblical missions and evangelism was given by the Lord 
before His ascension in Matt 28:18-20. It has three elements:    

1. Evangelical - Willing to go and make disciples purposefully (Mk 5:19). 

2. Ecclesiastical - Help them in follow up and to be properly baptized, 
belonging to a local church and worshiping God in fellowship with 
likeminded brethren (Heb 10: 24,25 & Acts 20;7). 

3. Educational - Teach them the Word of God that they may grow thereby. (Mt 
28:18-20; Mk 16:15; Lk 24:44-48). It is the plan and purpose and presence 
of the King of kings who will be with us as we serve Him (2Tim 2:15). 

The Summon to Save Souls in Responsible Evangelism 

Note Acts 28:23 which says, “And when they had appointed him a day, there came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the prophets, from morning till evening.”  
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There are three important words here in this one verse that we know and apply 
namely,  

• Testifying: This is to give personal evidence or witness and to speak of 
what you have personally experienced in your own life regarding salvation.  

• Expounding: this refers to a clear explanation of the gospel from a biblical 
context, aiding in the understanding of the gospel. It can refer to speaking 
to a group or even a Person-to-person dealing with men, women and 
children of different backgrounds.  

• Persuading: It is not just indifferent sharing, but a strong zeal to convince 
and convict others of their sin and to turn to Christ for divine pardon and 
salvation. It is a concerned witness of the Lord going into the world of lost 
sinners and helping them to know Christ and go into the ark of everlasting 
life, which is the way of the Cross. Note that there is to be a proper place 
and time set aside with a divine purpose: Telling the Gospel to a sinner with 
the intent of bringing him or her to a saving knowledge of Christ (Prov 11:30). 

What then is Biblical Evangelism?  

It may be defined as this:  

“The act of effectively sharing and convicting an 
unsaved person of their total depravity through 
the understanding of God’s Word. That they 
have a grave need for Christ who died for the 
sins of many (Matt 1:21), is resurrected (1Cor 
15:1-6) and is the only true Saviour. That they 
need to come to Him through faith and 
repentance, leaving the results in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. All of us are born in sin and are 
sinners under the curse of eternal death (John 
3:36). Jesus Christ is the remedy for our sinfulness (Acts 13:38, 39). The only way is 
for the sinner to believe and accept Christ as Saviour and Lord and to confess and 
repent of our sins. There are dire consequences if we do not (John 1:9; Rom 3:23; 
6:23 10:9,10, Acts 20:21)”. 

The Case for Church-Based Evangelism 

As believers and members of His church, we are all called to be ambassadors 
for Christ (2 Cor 5:20). Jesus gave to all of us the sacred duty of the Great 
Commission to go and share the Gospel and make disciples of all ethnic 
groups (Mark 16:15; Matt 28:18-20; Luke 24:47; John 20:21). Jesus gave us the 
Holy Spirit to indwell and empower us to share Christ in the Gospel (Acts 1:8; Zech 
4:6; Acts 18:5,1Cor 6:19,20).  

We are to have a holy burden or sacred concern for souls as a church. Our Lord 
in Mark 5:19 told a man healed of his demon possession, “Howbeit Jesus suffered 
him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”  
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The Gospel of Christ is the only way of 
everlasting hope for the salvation of 
sinners and as a reformed and 
evangelical church we support the 
work of evangelism and discipleship. 
(Acts 4:12, cf. Romans 9:3; Matthew 
9:36). We have our adversaries too, as the 
evil one will use the various Cults and the 
occult (including the new age movement) 
and other false religions with defective and wrong ideas of God to confuse and affect 
adversely the hearts and minds of people with error and falsehood (2 Corinthians 
4:4). 

We are all answerable to God one day for our stewardship of the gospel (2Cor 
5:10). 

The Content of Reformed Evangelism 

The gospel has to be shared in all its biblical truth without compromise. 
Beware of truncating or selling the gospel or sharing a different gospel (i.e. the 
prosperity gospel). Be willing to spend time knowing and understanding the 
implications of the pure gospel and how to explain it to help others to seek the will of 
God with sound conviction of their hearts.  

The gospel message has these elements: 

• It is Christocentric and exalts God in his sovereignty and humbles man in 
his depravity. 

• It exposes the man’s problem of sinfulness. 

• It provides the only remedy for our sins. 

• It requires confession and repentance of sins and turning to God. 

• It gives eternal life and hope and peace to sincere seekers through faith in 
Christ alone. 

• It teaches self-denial and the true discipleship of Christ and to be part of in 
a local church. 

The Urgency of Evangelism  

Rom 1;16 says: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

1. The Gospel is divinely ordained good news, and we need to spread it 
urgently. But it begins with the bad news of the sinfulness of man. There is 
a biblical plan given by Christ and we are to follow it and to make it known 
before it is too late (Mark 16: 15 Lk 24;44-45).  

2. It is to be shared with compassion and love with truth and grave 
urgency: 

• to be shared with love for souls and with urgency as the coming 
of the Lord is drawing near. 
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• to be shared with our hearts and testimony of our lives too (Matt 
28:1-7) 

• It is not our eloquence that saves souls but the Holy Spirit that 
works faith in the heart of man through His Word. (Rom 
10:17,20:21). 

3. The Gospel is the only Hope for lost sinners who are in need of 
Salvation:  

• God is the One who elects and saves. We are just his instruments 
of grace (Eph 1:4,5). He chooses us and not the other way around 
(Jn15:16) 

• Our sacred duty and privilege is to present the unadulterated 
gospel with full dependence on the Spirit of the Lord (Acts 1:8; 
Rom10:9,10; Zech 4:6). To pray that the holy Spirit will work in the 
hearts of men to regenerate and convict them of sin and to turn to 
Christ (Tit 3:5) while there is yet time (2Cor 6:2). 

Conclusion: 
Paul in 1Cor 9:16 says:  For though 
I preach the gospel, I have nothing 
to glory of: for necessity is laid upon 
me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel!  

We need to pray for effective 
outreach to souls in these last 
perilous days. Let the sovereign 
God determine the final outcome 
and not us (Dan 4;35). 

We need to be always ready to sow the gospel seed and to water it as the Lord wills 
(Mt 13). Be alert also to God given occasions for us to share Christ or give a tract or 
to invite someone to church. As an individual Christian and as a church, pray for 
a spiritual church vision or burden for the awakening of souls, and be willing 
always to share Christ with meekness and fear to the awakening of hearts while 
there is yet breath in our nostrils. 

 

Jack Sin 
---------- 
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A Burden for the Vast Harvest Fields 
 

Sound the glorious gospel truths abroad; 
Carry the Word of our Risen Lord; 
Sing of His mercies and His grace; 
Tell of His pardon to a sinful race. 

 
Comforts resigned, and pleasures all 
Forsaken, to heed the Master‘s call. 
Finding real purpose and joy in life, 
Amidst a world of terror and strife. 

 
All praise to God who opens the door 
To depraved, weak and penitent poor; 

Rescuing sinners with gladdened sound, 
Proclaiming liberty to lost sheep found. 

 
Lord of the reapers, hear our plea, 

While the harvest fields are ripe for Thee! 
Thine is the Love through the night, 

That those believing Christ shall have Light! 

Jack Sin 
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THE 11 COMMANDMENTS OF MISSIONS 
Carey and his team set forth principles that still 

guide us today. 
[adapted from Christian History XI, Issue 36 (1992):34] 

 
Carey has set off some practical precepts on missions. Here are 
excerpts from the “Form of Agreement” drafted by Carey and 
his colleagues in October 1805.  

The Redeemer, in planting us in this heathen nation, rather than in any other, has 
imposed upon us the cultivation of peculiar qualifications. Upon these points we think 
it right to fix our serious and abiding attention. 

First. In order to be prepared for our great and solemn work, it is absolutely 
necessary that we set an infinite value upon immortal souls; that we often 
endeavour to affect our minds with the dreadful loss sustained by an 
unconverted soul launched into eternity. 

Secondly. It is very important that we should gain all the information we 
can of the snares and delusions in which these heathens are held. By 
this means we shall be able to converse with them in an intelligible 
manner. 

Thirdly. It is necessary, in our social intercourse with the Hindoos, that, as 
far as we are able, we abstain from those things, which would 
increase their prejudices against the Gospel. Those parts of English 
manners, which are most offensive to them, should be kept out of sight as 
much as possible. E.g. we should avoid every degree of cruelty to animals. 

Fourthly. It becomes us to watch all opportunities of doing good. We 
are apt to relax in these active exertions, especially in a warm climate; but 
we shall do well always to fix it in our minds, that life is short, that all 
around us are perishing, and that we incur a dreadful woe if we proclaim 
not the glad tidings of salvation. 

Fifthly. In preaching to the heathen, we must keep to the example of Paul, 
and make the great subject of our preaching Christ, the Crucified. It is 
a well-known fact that the most successful missionaries in the world at the 
present day make the atonement of Christ their theme. 

Sixthly. It is absolutely necessary that the natives should have an entire 
confidence in us and feel quite at home in our company. To gain this 
confidence we must on all occasions be willing to hear their 
complaints; we must give them kindest advice. 
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Seventhly. Another important part of our work is to build up and 
watch over the souls that may be gathered. A real missionary 
becomes in a sense a father to his people. 

Eighthly. It is only by means of native preachers that we can hope 
for the universal spread of the Gospel throughout this immense 
continent. We think it our duty, as soon as possible, to advise the 
native brethren who may be formed into separate churches, to 
choose their pastors and deacons from their own countrymen. 

Ninthly. It becomes us also to labour with all our might in 
forwarding translations of the sacred Scriptures in the languages 
of Hindoostan. The establishment of native free schools is also an 
object highly important to the future conquests of the Gospel. 

Tenthly. That, which, as a means, is to fit us for the discharge of 
these laborious and unutterably important labours, is the being 
instant in prayer, and the cultivation of personal religion. Let 
each one of us lay it upon his heart that we will seek to be fervent 
in spirit, wrestling with God, till He famish these idols and cause 
the heathen to experience the blessedness that is in Christ. 

Finally. Let us give ourselves up unreservedly to this glorious 
cause. Let us never think that our time, our gifts, our strength, our 
families, or even the clothes we wear, are our own. To keep these 
ideas alive in our minds, we resolve that this Agreement shall be 
read publicly, at every station, at our three annual meetings, viz on 
the first Lord’s Day in January, in May and October.  
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Memory Verse 

Matt 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but 
few chosen. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave 
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who 
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may 
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Rev Koh Hock Heng brings us God’s Word morning on “Parable of the 
Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt 20:1-16)”, the quarterly sermon series on 
“Appreciating & Applying the Parables of Jesus)”. 

3. Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 
16:1-13)”. 

4. Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows: 

• Sermon Discussion (Dn Yue Kay) 

• Studies in Nehemiah (Dr Kwong Leen) 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both 
local and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on Old Testament 
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable 
learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

6. When Pastor is away for the Bangalore Mission trip, Pr Mok Chee Cheong will 
assist to provide pastoral support. Kindly contact Dn Yue Kay/Paul Tan. 

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

8. Pray for: 
• Bangalore Mission Team (13-21 Nov): Pastor, Angie, Eld Jeffrey, Dr Sam, 

Yashu. Ministries at KinderBees Preschool & New Covenant BPC Retreat 
& Pastors’ Conference (Ps Babu), Calvary Reformed Church Dedication of 
New Hall & Children’s Outreach (late Ps Lazarus) and Maranatha Baptist 
Bible College (Rev Mathai). 

• Medical: John Wong [gastro & colonoscopy on 9 Dec], Anthony [lung 
cancer: narrowing airways], Daniel Phang [high blood pressure & gout],  

9. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 
• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail 

to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate 
towards this cause. 


