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Contemplations for the
Year Ending 2024

Time moves on relentlessly and as
someone said, “Time and Tide Waits for
no Man”. It is the end of another year in
less than 4 hours and the start of the new year 2025. The Lord is coming
soon, and our lives are in His hands. It is time for serious contemplation
of our lives before the Lord. | am soberly reminded of Amos 4;12
which says, “Therefore thus will | do unto thee, O Israel: and because |
will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.”

Here are some sobering questions to ponder and consider as we think of the
Word, the Will and the Work of the Lord vis-a-vis our lives this past year:

1. Have | conscientiously honoured and put the Lord first in my life this
year?

2. Have | been diligent to keep away from sin and to confirm and repent of
them (if there is any) and to watch over my soul by the strength of the
Lord?

3. Have | been consistent in my quiet daily time and prayers with the Lord?

4. Have | deepened in the fear and the knowledge of God through the
meditation of His Holy Word and through the means of grace?

5. Have | strived to obey and keep the commands of the Lord as the Spirit
of God prompts me, or have | quenched the Spirit?

6. Have | done my best to nurture and develop the fruit of the Spirit - Love,
Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness and
Temperance (Gal 5: 22-23) in my life?
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7. Have | been disciplined to read, study, meditate and memorise God's
Word?

8. Have | been caring and concerned for the spiritual well-being of the
brethren of the church?

9. Have | made a conscious effort to reach out to my family and the
believers, visitors, friends in our midst and be an encouragement,
example or comfort to them?

10. Have | used the faculties (i.e. mouth, legs, hand etc.) of my body to
serve and glorify God and to edify and bless others?

11. Have | employed my time judiciously for eternity, being mindful that | am
to redeem the time for my days on earth are limited?

12. Have | been used of the Lord to be a channel of blessing to others in
any way | possibly can?

13. Does my life reflect good fidelity and faithful stewardship in all things
God entrusted to me?

SP IRITUAL LIFE THERMOMETER by Wang Ming Tao

Lethargic in prayer

Bible-reading insipid

Anxious and doubting

Loving worldly things more than the Lord
Compromising with sin

Seeking self-glory in everything

Fervent in prayer =
Bible-reading tasteful

Fully trusting

Loving God more than everything else
Resisting and hating sin

Giving God the glory in all things
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Fully at peace £ Much worrying
Giving thanks in all LE) Much murmuring
Always happy and singing 4; Always sad and sighing

Easily provoked to anger
Much consideration of self

Peaceful and patient in trouble
Much consideration of others

Seeking God’s pleasure in all things
Yearning for spiritual things in the heart
Speaking words that edify others
Happy to witness for Christ

Cheerful to give to the Lord’s work
Rejoicing in other’s good success

A helping hand to those in trouble
Willing to forgive others

Character first

Happy to keep close to devout Christians
Happy to hear faithful admonition
Eagerly hoping for the Lord’s return

Secking men’s pleasure in all things
Coveting earthly things in the heart
Speaking words that criticize others

No power to witness

Stingy and unwilling to give =*

Jealous of other’s good success
Nonchalant at others’ misfortune

Not willing to forgive others

Clothing first

Happy in the company of worldly friends
Happy to hear words of flattery
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No thought of things touching the Lord’s return ||




14. Am | constantly expectant and looking for the soon coming of the Lord,
and watching and working while waiting for the Master's imminent
return?

15. Do | have a burden for souls, and do | witness for the Lord in sharing
the gospel to my unsaved friends and loved ones?

16. Have | read the Bible and any edifying Christian book to build up myself
spiritually in the Lord?

17. Have | been coming faithfully and worshipping God on the Lord’s Day
and giving my tithes and offerings joyfully to the Lord?

18. Have | kept the Sabbath holy and honour Him on His Holy Day or have |
desecrated it with worldly parties and work/studies?

19. Have | been caught up with worldly cares, pleasure and the
deceitfulness of riches and neglected God in personal and corporate
prayer and faithful service?

20. Have | followed the will of the Lord and be concerned for souls and to
advance His kingdom by in missions or inviting someone to church or
give out a tract as the Lord leads us?

Sobering Reflections

Psalm 139:23-24 says, 'Search me, O
God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: And see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.' Such soul-searching Try me and Rnow
enquiries urgently demand our my thoughts!
immediate prayerful attention. Let us ReASN
seek the Lord and confess and repent

of our sins if we have fallen short in

one area or another. Our failings should

stir our hearts to greater action for Christ

not just words. Get right with God and get right with our fellow men,
especially our own brethren in the Lord if you are not.

Search me, O God,
and know my heart!

Take some time these few days to humbly and fervently seek the Lord
and consider what action is needed for the new year 2025. Ask the
Lord for wisdom and strength to work on it, determine in our hearts to
truly end the year with a clear conscience before God and men.



Conclusion

How old are you tonight? We do not have much time left. Let us continue
steadfast in the work of the Lord in these last days till He comes. Paul in
Colossians 1:28 says, ‘Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus.’.

Do not deprive and forfeit SO TEACH US TO
yourselves of spiritual blessings NUMBER OUR
found in sound edifying Christian DAYS.
fellowship. God will surely reward 1 e
and spiritually enrich your life as ' e AT ML
you seek to put Him first - APPLY OUR
(Colossians 3:1) and not neglect the : " HEARTS UNTO
assembling of ourselves together S EO0
(Hebrews 10:24, 25) for the purpose il
of edifying worship and Christian . = Psaim 90:12, KJV
fellowship.

Let us prepare our hearts to start afresh this coming New Year in 2025!
Psalm 90:12 says, 'So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.' Let us start or continue to honour, fear and love the
Lord, and serve Him with greater zest and devotion till He comes.

-------- Year End Reflections & Sharing at the home
of Albert & Janet on 28 Dec 2024.




Seeking Christ in the New Year

Jack Sin Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872. Arr. by John W. Pelerson
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In Loving Memory of our dear brother Anthony Ong
-Received into God’s presence and eternal glory on 27 Dec 2024-
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Baptism on
24 Dec 2019

-

Sweet Fellowship with SHBPC brethren......

Vigil Services on
28 & 28 Dec 2024
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LORD'S DAY PROGRAMME FOR JAN - MAR 2025
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Praising God for His Sovereign Election (Eph 1:1-12)
12* Intercessory Prayer for the Church (Eph 1:13-22)
20 The Spiritual Progression of the Elect (Eph 2:1-12)
27 The Character of the Christian Church (Eph 2:13-22)
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2 7TH THANKSGIVING ANNIVERSARY
The Sacred Duties of the Church (Eph 3:1-12)

9* Appropriating Christ in Our Lives (Eph 3:11-22)
16 The Function of the Church (Eph 4:1-16)
28 The Demeanour of the Church (Eph 4:13-32)
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The Moral / Spiritual Standards of the Church (Eph 5:1-21)
The Picture of the Christ and the Family (Eph 5:22-33)
Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11 :5-13)

Rules in the Covenant Family (Eph 6:1-10)

GOSPEL SUNDAY
‘Who is Christ to you?
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Memory Verse

2Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

Announcements

1.

Welcome to our Watchnight Worship Service! If you are here for the first time,
do leave us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. The
offering received tonight is designated to the Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word tonight on “Finishing Well in Life (2Tim 4:1-8)”.

On Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Praising God for His Sovereign Election
(Eph 1:1-12)”, commencing a new quarterly study on the “Book of
Ephesians: Serving Christ & Exalting the Sovereignty of God in the
Church”.

The following Sunday School classes are held every Sunday after the worship
service:

e Christian Apologetics (Pastor)

e Studies in Esther (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on Old Testament
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. [Zoom |D:883 9662 4157
Passcode: 218178].

House Blessing cum Prayer Meeting will be held at Joseph & Rachel's new
home on Wed 1 Jan 2025 at 6pm. Kindly inform Joseph if you are coming.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom 1D:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e  Travels: Marilyn [Philippines 18/12-2/1]

e Medical: John W’s daughter [dialysis treatment], Simon (Devi’s husband)
[full recovery from fractured ribs due to a fall], Daniel Phang [back condition,
high blood pressure & gout].

e  Salvation: Families of Dn Yue Kay, Dn Paul, Agnes & John W.

e  Church Camp Committee: Recce and preparations for June 10-13 Camp at
Forest City Marina Hotel.

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e  PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate
towards this cause.



