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Discipleship &
The Great Commission
(Discipleship Series Part 3 of 4)

Christian discipleship is mandated in the
Great Commission. After  the
resurrection and before He ascended S ¢

into heaven, Jesus appeared one last time to His d|SC|pIes (they were eleven in
number at that time, since Judas Iscariot had betrayed Jesus and hanged himself).
Here our Lord gave the charge for all true disciples with a divine mission commonly
called The Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20).

Christian discipleship is evidenced in the early church as the followers of Jesus
gathered in Jerusalem and Peter gave the criteria for selecting an apostle to replace
Judas Iscariot. The Scripture says they drew lots and the lot fell to Matthias (Acts
1:21-24). These men, who had previously been disciples, of Jesus, were now to
become an apostle. Their calling was to share Christ, and from Pentecost, when the
Holy Spirit came and indwelt them as it was in the OT upon the elect of God (See
Acts 1 and 2).

Look at Mark 16:15. He said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature." Matthew says make disciples. Mark says preach the gospel because they
are one and the same. And, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved". Luke,
he said, "Saying, the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and
be crucified, and the third day rise again.” (Luke 24:7), this adds more words to that
great commission. "And that
o : repentance and remission of sins
WV should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at
Zag Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:47). That is

GO and Make Disciples our duty and privilege as well.
o SR Matthew says make disciples
Fulfilling the .Great. Cgmm|55|on (Matt 28:18-20); Mark says preach
of Making Disciples the gospel (Mark 16:15); Luke
says proclaim repentance for




forgiveness and speak of the death and resurrection of Christ (Lk 24:44-45); itis
all one and the same. The Great Commission then is to preach the death and
resurrection of Christ, preach repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and call
for faith to make disciples. That sums it all up.

The mission of the church is to share Christ and to make disciples, to bring people
into a saving relationship with God through faith in Christ Jesus. Disciples are people
who truly believe the gospel and who repented from their sin to embrace the saving
doctrines of God, who have had a transformed life by the Spirit and willing to obey
what the Lord has commanded them.

The term "disciple" is used synonymously for believer. Consider the record of
the early church, the book of Acts. Acts
6:1&2 says, "And in those days, when the GG Continuein
number of the disciples were multiplied, ETWIYIIL] His word

there arose a murmuring of the Grecians
against the Hebrews, because their widows
were neglected in the daily ministration.
Then the twelve called the multitude of the
disciples unto them, and said, It is not
reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables." Now it says that the
disciples were increasing and the Twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples.

In verse 7, "And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied
in Jerusalem greatly". In true Conversion, believers became committed disciples and
are authentic followers of Christ.

The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. Disciple and believer is the same
for the true believer is a committed disciple, of Christ in his or her heart.

Acts 14:20 says, "Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and
came into the city" and that has to do with the believers where Paul was stoned, "the
next day he departed with Barnabas". Therefore, true Christians are also called
disciples.

And then in Acts 15:10, "Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the
neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?" says Peter.
So, believer, became a true disciple and there is no dichotomy here.

When He called some, our Lord instructed them about the cost of following Him.
Half-hearted people who were not willing to make the commitment could not
respond in the end although they made initial professions (Luke 9:56-62). He
turned away the reluctant to pay the price, like the rich young ruler. Discipleship has
a price, and some gave up following Christ as the goats are separated from the sheep
in the final test.

"The road to heaven is strewn with the wreckage of half-built lives. The ruins
of those who began to build and were unable to finish. For many still ignore
Christ's warning and wants to follow Him without considering the cost. The
result is the great shocker of Christendom with many so-called Christians in name. In
many western countries there is just a veneer of Christianity but not willing to carry
their own cross. They have come to church out of convenience but not the
conviction of sin. Their religion is a crutch for bad times only with no devotion
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to God and no self-denial. Religion to them is to provide and to protect them in
aworldly sense and to suit their convenience but there is no repentance of sins
at all.

It is like the general who went to war and was not prepared with his arsenal and
soldiers. There is a understanding of the total cost of giving up one’s life for Christ.
The true Christian is not one who pays for fire insurance, just to keep himself out of
fire with no commitment to the safety of his soul eternally.

A Puritan William Perkins wrote these words, "The true
WILLIAM Christian is of this disposition of mind that if there were no
PERK]NS conscience to accuse, no devil to terrify, no judge to arraign or
condemn, no hell to torment, yet he would be humbled and
brought to his knees for his sins because he has offended a
loving merciful and long-suffering God," end quote. That is the
difference. The truly repentant sinner is devastated by the way
he has offended God with his sin. A true disciple loves and
obeys God and is willing to pay the price. We have that
genuine saving relationship which God has in His grace
and mercy given to us and it is costly, and we truly embrace
it willingly.
God calls us a love Him and Christ and to obey His Word. There is a willing heart to
submit to him. These are evidence of God's saving work which truly change our lives
to be in conformity ot Christ .

Matthew 10 emphasises the necessity of true discipleship. Remember now, Jesus
says in Matt 10:32, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will |
confess also before my Father which is in heaven." Jesus says, "For | am come to
set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother” (Matt
10:35), and “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me" (Matt
10:37). Jesus said, "Take up your cross and follow after Me," giving all of these
elements of discipleship.

And in the passage of Mark, its noted that Jesus was talking not only to the disciples,
which Matthew emphasizes, but to the disciples and the crowd. And in Luke 14, which
we referred to earlier, Luke took out the disciples and has Him speaking only to the
crowd. Our Lord Jesus was putting forth the biblical standards of discipleship, it is a
call to total consecration to Christ as a test of their true calling.

There are often open false confessions to Christ in many mega churches with
cheap grace and defective teaching on Christianity like the prosperity gospel
with a desire for physical healing and personal gain. In Matthew 7:22, some said,
"Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works like casting out devils?". But Our Lord
said, “I never knew you". There are those who profess the name outwardly who
are not truly born again with no true conversions of heart. We need to truly
confess Him in our hearts first and then before men. That is truly affirming our
saving relationship with Christ. Romans 10:9 and 10 says, "That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus”, as Lord. Confess the Lord Jesus as your
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God first in your lives and then before men, which is a litmus test for a true
disciple who is unashamed of the gospel and the cross of Christ with sacrifice
and self-denial. Am | a true disciple of Christ today? Something to ponder and
act upon.

Jack Sin

Easter Outreach at Calvary Reformed Church, Bangalore
- 20 April 2025 -

Dear Uncle Jack,

Hope you're doing well! |

just wanted to share a quick update —
we had our Easter service in a new
place this year, and it went really well.
Around 60 to 70 members attended,
and we had a wonderful time of
worship, lunch, and fellowship
together.

Also, by God's grace, the
church was able to support a
few families with some
educational help — one child
from each family was selected
for the support. It was a real
blessing to see the church
growing and being able to help
in small ways.

Regards,

Ashirvad

(Son of Late Ps Lazarus)




Pastoral Reflections from Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada

On Wed 23 Apr night (Vancouver
time), we arrived in Vancouver safely
and Bro Robert and Lily were there
to pick us up. Thank God for the
loving care and kind hospitality of
Robert and Lily (who attends our Sun
Evening Zoom Chinese Fellowship).

There is a time for everything and by
the grace of God after 7 years of
ministry, this partial sabbatical of 6
weeks of the rest and contemplation
for the labourer is sweet and needful. We brought some books to read and will visit
some Pastors, BP churches (including those in the US) and the Western Reformed
Seminary in Tacoma.

Do pray for unction for the Lord’s messengers at our church pulpit these few weeks,
the Session members holding the fort and wisdom for our SS teachers (Joseph, Dr
Kwong Leen & Rachel), ushers, audio visual crew, worship chairmen, pianists, food
ministry team and the Sunday night Chinese Fellowship (which celebrated their 51
Anniversary on 20 Apr).

= Do join the prayer meeting on every

1 Wed night as Dn Yue Kay will lead the
meetings with him, Dr Samuel Gan,
Pastor Babu and Joseph sharing the
devotions.

We are still contactable when there is
a need. We appreciate the well wishes
that many of you have sent and we
look forward to being back on 5 Jun in
time to join the church camp for a
meaningful time of learning and
fellowship in the Lord.

The Lord is our Shepherd and Refuge.
Let God be your First Resolve every morning Not Your Last Resort.
For Without Christ, We Can Do Nothing. (Jn15:1-5)

Pastor & Angie



Proclaiming and Investing the ‘\, '0.,‘

Word of God in our Students C '

TLS ACADEMY
On 3 mornings of 7, 14 & 21 Apr, by God’s

Higher Hands, we ministered God’s Word to international students at the weekly
chapel of TLS Academy (The Learning Sanctuary), a Christian international school and
sowed the seeds of life in the hearts of the students. (2Tim3:15)

We taught them some songs and
distributed 32 English and
Chinese Gideon NT Bibles this
morning to the students from
different countries with the
permission of the Principal, Mr
Rodney Chua. The Word of God
was shared, and the Bibles were
well received and immediately
used at the morning devotion as
the students had to refer and read
the scripture text.

Some are pleased with their new Bibles and one of them
was Odaya from Israel besides others who started reading
it. Do pray for the salvation of the students.

Here is a note of appreciation from a staff member of the
school:
Dear Pastor Jack,
Thank you very kindly for watering our parched souls
with the Word. We truly have been blessed by your
expert teaching. May the Holy Spirit illuminate the
Word, that it'll become heart knowledge.
Thank you so kindly for the map, Sir.
Respectfully yours,
Justin Lee Liak Yew
Supervisor
Learning Sanctuary
Romans 11:36 “For from Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever. Amen.




Pray for the awakening of young souls as the Word is preached from the insights from
the Psalms to the book of Ephesians too to the revival of souls as the Lord leads.

You never know what the Lord will do in the hearts of these youths as they grow in the
knowledge of the sciences and hopefully in the Words of everlasting life too.

Pastor

Sunday 27 Apr 2025 @Sovereign Hope

Refreshing food
fellowship....

Beautiful floral
arrangements by John
Almon and advanced
Mother’s Day bouquets
for some sisters!

Sunday School Class on “The
Basic Bible Knowledge Apostle Paul’s Solution to
Class by Chan Ping Church Problems — Lessons from
with Bee Leng. 1 Corinthians” by Bro Joseph.

7



Memory Verse

Acts 20:21  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance

toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Announcements

1.

9.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Bro Joseph brings us God’s Word this morning on “Approaching God with
Humble Penitence (Acts 20:1-21)", continuing the quarterly series on
“Approaching God with the Right Disposition”.

Next Sunday, Rev Philip Heng will bring us on God’s Word on “Approaching God
with Praise (Psalm 103:1-15)".

Sunday School classes after worship service are as follows:
e  The Apostle Paul’'s Solution to Church Problems — Lessons from 1
Corinthians (Joseph)
e  Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local
and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on New Testament
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom 1D:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Pastor & Angie are on sabbatical leave from Apr 23 to Jun 5. Rev Nathan and Bro
Joseph will be available to provide pastoral support during this period. Do contact
the session members for assistance when needed.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e 2025 Annual Church Camp, Jun 10-13 at Forest City Marina Hotel, Johor,
Malaysia on the theme “Wise or Foolish Living in a Smartphone Era” by Rev
Tan Eng Boo.

e Travels: Pastor & Angie (23/4-5/6 Sabbatical)

e Medical: Agnes’ mother [medical investigations], Dr KL & CP’s daughter:
An Yan [baby delivery on 14 May], Mrs Philip Heng [brain aneurysm], John
W’s sister Angeline [lung cancer], John W’s daughter [dialysis treatment].

e Myanmar Earthquake Victims & Relief Ministry Teams.

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
. PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.



