
1 

 

26 Oct 2025 
   Private Circulation Only 
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Rev Dr Jack Sin: 91160948 (hp) / jacksin710@gmail.com  
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Reformation Focus:  
Remembering the 1700th Anniversary  

of the Nicene Creed AD 325 

This year is the 508th anniversary of 
the 16th century Reformation which 
took place in 1517. There was another 
signficant historic event that took 
place 1192 years before the 
Reformation. The Council of Nicea of 
325 AD was the first universal Church 
Council, since the times of the 
apostles, called by Constantine the Great. It defined the doctrinal statements of 
belief and are considered today the bedrock of doctrinal orthodoxy. It has the 
effect of defending the truth and uniting the whole of Christendom in a sound 
and edifying creed i.e. the Nicene Creed. The Council settled to some degree the 
debate within the early Christian communities regarding the deity of Christ. Heretical 
views abounded in the first three centuries of the ancient churches and it had to be 
dealt with decisiveness by the combined wisdom of godly men at these councils. 
The deity of Christ was attacked although it had been widely endorsed by the 
Christian community since the times of the apostles in the empire. A young but 
brave erudite deacon called Athanasius, ably defended this doctrine against a 
heretical presbyter called Arius who denied the deity of Christ and hence the 
Trinity. 

The spirit of Athanasius the deacon in 
defending the faith in the 4th century Is 
similar to the spirit of the Reformers in 
the 16th century as God had raised up 
men in different generations to contend 
for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Just like Luther or Zwingli or 
Knox or Calvin, Athanasius stood for 
the Lord and defended the truth of His 
deity against a false teacher. 
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The Background to the Nicene Creed   

Angie and I led a group of pilgrims to 
Greece and Turkey some years back 
and we visited Nicea where an 
important council took place in church 
history. The Nicene Creed can be 
found in many of the old hymnals. The 
historic Nicene Creed is likely the 
most universally accepted and 
recognized statements of the 
Christian faith. It has to do with the 
doctrine of the deity of Christ. The 
Nicene Creed was first adopted in 
A.D. 325 at the Council of Nicea to 
settle a doctrinal controversy.  

In AD 324, Constantine reunited the Roman Empire under a single throne. 
Constantine was himself a converted Christian, who ended all persecution by 
decree in AD 313 after he won a battle by calling out to the Christian God. It was 

Constantine who convened the first 
ecumenical, fully representative, 
universally recognized council of the 
Christian church. 

The Roman Emperor Constantine the 
Great had convened the Council of 
Nicea in an attempt to unify the 
Christian church with an important 
doctrine on the deity and later also to 
affirm the humanity of Jesus Christ.  
This creed would be accepted by the 
Roman Catholic, the Eastern Orthodox 
and all Protestant churches. 

The Nicene Creed was written by the church leaders at that time in response 
to the Arian heresy, which denied Jesus' equal divinity with God the Father. 
The council was summoned to resolve a problem that had come out in the church 
and had left the Christian church divided. In Alexandria in AD 318, a presbyter 
named Arius began publicly proclaiming his new teaching that Jesus was not fully 
God at all, only a celestial servant of the true Most High God, who alone was 
almighty, transcendent, the creator and first cause of all things. This undermining of 
the deity of Christ was and is heretical. 

Arius, a presbyter, taught this heretical doctrine that our Lord Jesus Is a lesser god 
than God the Father and diminished His deity. He soon had a following, and the 
church was greatly concerned and this had to be addressed quickly before it spread. 
Athanasius explained this truth in On the Incarnation, defending the claim that 
the Father and the Son share one common substance (homoousios) and that 
Christ is fully God and man, as Only God can save us from our sins. 
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The Nicene Creed  Explained  

After much debate and discussion before Emperor King Constantine, it was decided 
that the final Nicene Creed should read as follows: 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by 
whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both 
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And we believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Note that the content of the Creed tells us that 
Christ’s mission for our salvation included 
coming down from heaven and taking on 
human flesh from the virgin Mary (the 
incarnation of Christ), carrying that flesh in 
suffering through life and His atoning  death on 
the cross and that He rose again and is 
ascended  to heaven and is coming back again 
to judge the world. The Creed declares that He 
was crucified by Pontius Pilate, “for us.” or on 
our behalf. It has a brief statement on the Holy 
Spirit without elaboration at this stage and the 
hope in Christ that all Christians should have. 

It affirms the fact that Christ died for us to take our place of suffering and set us free 
to receive salvation which is an orthodox doctrine of soteriology then and now. 
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The Nicene Creed is one of the most prominent and influential creeds in the 
history of the church, as it settled the question that Jesus is fully God and 
that God exists in three Persons. 

It was also the first Creed to obtain universal authority in the church, and it improved 
the language of the Apostles’ Creed by including more specific statements about the 
divinity of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

There have been some updates to the Nicene Creed, including one with the 
“Filioque Clause.” The Council of Constantinople in AD 381 expanded the language 
of the creed to clarify the orthodox concept of the doctrine of the Trinity and the Holy 
Spirit too. This is the version (shown above) today most commonly referred to as the 
“Nicene Creed.” 

The Nicene Creed is still relevant today and serves as a biblically sound summary of 
Christian orthodox doctrine. However we need to define two words here which has 
caused confusion for some. The first regards the phrase "catholic and apostolic 
church". Note that this does not refer to the Roman Catholic Church as we know it 
today. The word "catholic" means “universal.” The true "catholic" church is all 
those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. Also, "apostolic" 
means "built on the teaching of the apostles" and is not a statement of support 
for apostolic succession as taught by the RC church. 

The Significance of this Creed 

Athanasius the godly and learned deacon (like Martin Luther and Zwingli of 
the16th century) explored this truth in On the Incarnation, defending the claim 
that the Father and the Son share one common substance (homoousios same 
and not just similar). For Only God can save us from our sins and Jesus has to be 
God to do so or else the atonement is in vain. We need such faithful ,courageous 
and able deacons today in our churches in the propagation and defence of the faith. 

It is important to 
note that in this 
Creed, God the 
Father and the Son 
are actually one 
substance in its 
deity. It 
acknowledges God 
in Jesus Christ.  
“The Son is the 
radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact 
representation of his 
being” (Heb. 1:3), and so when we look on Jesus, we look at God Himself as Jesus 
said “I and my father are one.” If Jesus is not God, not united in substance with the 
Father, we could not be sure that Jesus can speak for God, forgive sins for God, 
declare righteousness for God, or die for us at the cross or do anything for us to be 
the children of the Father. 
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It was needful to make it clear that this Jesus is forever and eternally “of one 
substance with the Father.” By deciding that the Son is “of one substance” with the 
Father, the defective Arian view was finally rejected and the council affirmed that the 
Father is not “more God” than the Son. Christ also is God, as in trinity coequal with 
God the Father. 

Arianism later gave rise to Socinianism, Unitarianism and the present cult Jehovah 
Witnesses which all deny the deity of Christ which is a heresy to say the least, and 
is still extant today in many countries, misleading and deceiving many. 

Conclusion 

Beyond  the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene creed encapsulates the doctrine of 
the nature   of Christ into a short and rich theological statement or summary. 
The brave defence of the most holy faith by Athanasius against Arius the 
heretic gave to us the Nicene creed which rightly describes the nature of the 
second Person of the blessed triune God, who turns human in the person of Jesus, 
the God-man who suffered, died, rose again, and ascended to heaven. Additionally, 
the Creed goes on to express our future hope, the purpose of living the Christian 
life. We pray for such godly and faithful men in these last days tostand up to the  
false teachings and compromise of our times. 

Just like the Reformers of the 16th 
century Reformation which gave to 
us the blessed doctrine of 
justification by faith alone and the 
truth that we need no human 
mediators but Christ alone, the 
Nicene creed gave to us the true 
understanding of the divine nature of 
Christ which  is fundamental to the 
Christian faith. The Word of God 
was restored as the authoritative 
and sufficient, infallible rule of 
faith and practice for the believer 
in the 16th century. Likewise, the Nicene creed did the same for them in the 
4th century.  

These historic creeds and confessions are precious truths which one must not 
compromise but defend with missionary zeal in these last hazardous times. Truth 
cannot be bartered for peace or unity. On these, all true believers and sons of the 
Reformation must stand and not waver till our Lord comes again to judge the world 
in His glory soon.         

Jack Sin 

(Works consulted include Philip and David Schaff, Creeds of Christendom,  Vol 1, 
Baker Book House ,1993, 24-46 and Got question.org) 
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Missions Update 

Pr Myitta’s Home 
Outreach. 
(Yangon, Myanmar) 
The Lord's Day Service and 
Sharing Gospel Program. 
6 unbelievers including 
children were able to 
come to the service. 

A Note from a Grateful 
Parent…. 

“Good morning         
Happy teachers’ day to all. 
KinderBees is not just a school 
name; it's an emotional thing 
for us.  
Vivan going to school, wearing 
school uniforms and bags. He 
spends half of the day in school 
with you fine people. We see a 
lot of improvement in him only 
because of you people. I hope 
you bee the same to him in 
future too. I thank all the 
teachers, staff and main 
principal and mam. Once again 
Happy teachers’ day to all. God 
bless you all” 

KinderBees Teaching Staff with Mrs Satya 
Babu (extreme right in light blue) 

KinderBees Preschool - An Outreach 
ministry of New Covenant BPC, Bangalore, 

India under the leadership of Ps Babu 
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  Memory Verse  

Jude 3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave us 
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the 
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your 
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Bro Joseph Wee brings us God’s Word this morning on “Needful Principles of a 
Continuing Reformation Spirit (Jude 1-5)”. 

3. Next Sunday, Rev Cheong Chin Meng will preach on “The Effective Corporate 
Ministry of the Church (Acts 6:1-7)”, the quarterly series on “Understanding 
Church Growth from the Early Church (Book of Acts).  

4. Sunday School classes after the worship service are: 

• Discussion (Eld Yue Kay/Bro Joseph W) 

• Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen) 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local 
and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on New Testament 
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

6. Pastor & Angie are on sabbatical leave from Oct 21 to Dec 4. Rev Tan Eng Boo 
and Bro Joseph Wee will be available to provide pastoral support during this 
period.  Do contact the session members for assistance when needed 

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527 
5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

8. Pray for: 

• Travels: Pastor & Angie [New Zealand, 21/10-4/12],  

• Geok Pin’s family [comfort and consolation on the homegoing of their 
mother Mdm Tan Lan Yoke], Pit Yuen [post-radiotherapy recovery], Agnes’ 
Parents [health & salvation], Mrs Philip Heng [stroke recovery] 

• Lily Almon: Singapore Citizenship Application 

• John Almon: Application for course at Nanyang Polytechnic 

• Joseph & Rachel: GPS ministry and Hokkien outreaches 

• Bangalore Mission Trip [11-15 Dec]: Pastor, Eld Yue Kay, John W, Shaun 
& Zoey (Brunei) 

9. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail 
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards 
this cause. 


