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A Nation  
Sustained by Sovereign Grace  

- Acrostic of Singapore - 

Ps 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the LORD; and the people whom he hath 
chosen for his own inheritance. 

Prov 8:15 ,16 By me kings reign, and princes 
decree justice. By me princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

Singapore turns 59 on 9 Aug 2024, since our independence on 9 August 1965 (and 
we received self-government status from the British in 1959 under the leadership of 
the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew). This tiny red dot of about 6 million people on 730 square 
kilometres of land has come a long way in its nationhood and survived against all 
odds by the sovereign grace of God since Sir Stanford Raffles founded it in 1819. 
The nation has since been transformed from a rural fishing village to a global 
economic export-oriented IT hub and throbbing financial centre in Asia and beyond.  

There were many challenges to the life of this relatively new nation with the 
Japanese occupation from 1942 to 1945, the Konfrontasi with Indonesia from 1963 
to 1966, and the withdrawal from the Malayan Federation in1965. The British 
announced its withdrawal of its troops in 1967 which finally took place in 1971. This 
was a significant milestone for the nation. National Service was introduced on 17 
March 1967 for every able-bodied male aged 18, following the model of the Israeli 
system in building up the national defence of our country. Today, the Singapore 
Armed Forces is a formidable and vital fighting machine to be reckoned with in this 
region, with its advanced weapons and a vigilant and well-equipped defence force 
amidst a highly motivated and educated populace.   

The Role of Christian Missionaries  

We remember also fondly the notable 19th century pioneering missionaries who 

contributed to nation building in the building up of churches, old folks’ homes, mission 

schools, and hospitals catering to the spiritual and social needs of the populace. For 

example, Rev Benjamin Keasberry started the Malayan Mission Chapel in Prinsep 

mailto:jacksin710@gmail.com
mailto:tlloke822@gmail.com


2 

 

Street, William Oldham initiated the famed Anglo-Chinese School, Miss Sophia 

Cooke started the Methodist Girls School, and Dr. Charlotte Ferguson was with the 

Anglican Mission Hospital. 

There was also the memorable revival of 1935 where Dr. John Sung of Swatow, 
China came and preached to the salvation of souls 
where tens of thousands of people were transformed 
and converted. Many would later become leaders of the 
various denominations, including the Bible Presbyterian 
churches In the Tows and the Queks. By 1938, there 
were 11 percent Christians in Singapore and they 
contributed to the growth the nation in their unique ways 
in enhancing its spiritual, economic and moral vitality and 
stability over the years. Today, there are more than 600 
churches in Singapore with about 20 percent of 
Christians (in 2020) making an impact in the spiritual lives 
of many families and the different sectors of the economy 
and this trend is still growing.   

The national leadership of the previous and present era had built up the nation over 

half a century with sound public housing for the masses, credible universal education 

for all, and a vibrant and growing economy with jobs for most people, and a safe 

haven for families. 

It has been a critical year for us in 2024 with a change at the highest national 

leadership, as the Lord wills. The economic outlook is not the best and jobs 

and property prices are affected adversely. However, while the outlook is bad, 

the up look is good we humbly look to the Lord for divine mercies and grace. 

In the days ahead as He tarries. 

Acrostic of Singapore  

On Singapore 59th national day we thought of this to describe our nation and what it 
stands for by the grace of God  

S  - Secure, Safe & Serene City in Asia 

 I  - Immigrant Society with Multicultural Diversity   

N  - Notable Icons like Changi Airport and Universities.  

G  - Garden City that is Environmentally Sustainable    

A  - Ageing Population but Active in Health, Arts, Sciences & Music   

P  - Passport with Visa-Free Entry to more than 190 Countries 

O  - Open Vibrant Economy to the World.  

R  - Religious Harmony & Freedom where the Gospel is Preached. 

E  - Exemplary in Unity, Integrity & Justice 
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The Prowess & Weakness of a Country 

We are thankful to God for His blessing 
upon our country with honest and 
responsible governance and its progress 
over almost 6 decades. Every nation strives 
to be great but what is it that really makes it 
great? 

Is it its military might or its impressive economic, 
scientific, and technological growth? Is it its 
architectural grandeur, its historic or magnificent 
structures, or superhighways and other infra 
structures? Or does it come with winning the 
World Cup, the Nobel Peace, the Pulitzer Prize, the coveted Paris Olympics, 
organising the Commonwealth Games, the Miss Universe contest, or having a 
permanent place in the security council of the UN, the world's political watchdog? 
Could it be its high GDP per capita, high literacy rate, or high life expectancy? All 
these can be wiped away in just a few months if there is a war or a global disaster.  

Is Singapore a great nation with a multi-cultural population in the heart of 
Southeast Asia? We are a humble democratic parliamentary republic preserved 
by the providential hand of God in the midst of a global health crisis. By the grace 
of God, this tiny independent island  state has a GDP per capita of about 
US$65,500 (2023) with a  core inflation rate of 3 percent, a low crime rate, a literacy 
rate of 93.2%, average life expectancy of 83 years, a low infant mortality rate, a 
world class airline, airport, and seaport, high global connectivity with 5G, a sound 
balance of trade and prudent monetary and fiscal policies by MAS and  with an 
efficient civil service and government-linked companies, independent judiciary, 
renowned world class local universities, well-equipped public and private hospitals 
and world class research facilities, a strong and potent military, police and civil 
defence force, and so on. Having said this, a worldwide calamity or war can destroy 
all our achievements in a short time.  

But more important in the eyes of God, is not the 
economic factor but the spiritual regeneration 
of the hearts of men. This is what matters. We 
pray that men and women in our nation will seek 
the God of the Bible as their Saviour and repent 
of their sins, beseeching divine saving grace 
and humbling themselves before the living and 
true God who made the heavens and the earth 
(Gen 1:1-27, 2 Chr 7:14). 

Note what the Word of God says in Prov 14:34, 
Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people and Isa 58:2, Yet they seek 
me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation 
that did righteousness, and forsook not the 
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ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight 
in approaching to God.  

This is a delight to God if we are to seek Him first and His righteousness (Matt 
6:33). 

The Progress or Regress of a Nation 

In the eyes of heaven, a great nation is not 
about a huge military arsenal and nuclear 
prowess, or economic and scientific 
advancement. Rather, it is a humble and 
united people who is hardworking, gracious, 
and enlightened who fear God and honour his 
Word, seek and honour Christ first, and value 
justice, peace, equity, and righteousness.  

We are to pray for and honour our national leaders as God has chosen and enable 
them to govern the country in His sovereign will. (Rom 13:1-7) For us as citizens or 
permanent residents, or even the more than 1.3 million of those who are on a Work 
Permit (including our domestic helpers), S-Pass or Employment Pass, let us pray and 
fear God and honour the King, remembering Rom 13:1 which says, Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God.  

More importantly, Moses’ prayer for all of us before the Lord  in Deut 5:29 says,  O 
that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me (i.e. God) and keep all 
my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for 
ever!  

We thank God for his longsuffering, mercy, and 
grace upon this tiny city state of 59 years of 
nationhood, which is still progressing, 
notwithstanding our own set of political and social 
problems. These problems include the rise of 
homosexuality, dysfunctional homes, spousal 
violence and recalcitrant children in the 
breakdown of the most basic building block of 
society which is the family, as well as increasing 
social and mental health  problems of a stressful 
society with the growing numbers of reckless 
delinquents and a greying population in our 

country. The rise in  worldwide conflict and  terrorism, regional calamities, and national 
and international disasters (i.e. earthquakes, floods, and tsunamis, disease X) and 
this particular unprecedented worldwide pandemic reveal how vulnerable we are. The 
destinies of nations are not in kings and princes but in the sovereign hand of 
the Almighty God. We need to humble ourselves before Jehovah as a nation 
and pray for wisdom for our national leaders to handle this fast growing 
coronavirus pandemic prudently amidst a growing global threat. The greatness 
of a country lies in the greatness of her God, that she should revere, worship, 
serve, and obey His laws. 
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Solomon in Prov 21:1 says, “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the 
rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will” and reminded us in Prov. 29:2 
“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth 
rule, the people mourn.” 

The Supplication for Our Leaders 

We need to pray for wisdom for the new 
Prime Minister and the Deputy PMs and the 
rest of the cabinet as 4th generation leaders. 
Christians have a sacred duty to earnestly 
supplicate for the spiritual and physical 
well-being of the President, Prime Minister 
and cabinet ministers, Judges, Permanent 
Secretaries, and leaders that God has 
appointed over us (for whom we are 
grateful to God for them though imperfect). 
We pray that there be a strengthening in the moral and spiritual fibre of society 
and a great revival of the land in the reformation of true religion to the saving 
of souls, the spiritual betterment of homes, and the nurturing of the young in 
the fear of God. We need to raise up the next generation and leave behind a godly 
legacy as we nurture and teach our children to be prayerful and God-fearing in a fallen 
world of declension and depravity. May the citizens of the land seek the Lord Jesus 
in faith and evangelical repentance while there is still time (Deut 6:6,7 and 2 Cor 6:2). 

As responsible Christian citizens, we need to intercede fervently for wisdom for  
the movers and shakers of this tiny island state in a troubled world , as Paul tells 
us in 1 Tim 2:1,2, I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. 

Conclusion 

We need to pray for God's providential guidance upon the newly-elected 
national leaders that they will rule and govern this land prudently in the fear 
of God, to preserve and protect our people, the churches, our children, and 
strengthen families (and schools, camps, and other institutions)  and make 
and execute  policies prudently  that we can lead a quiet and peaceable life 
and build up covenant homes and churches that men may be awakened to 
spiritual reality and be saved by Christ, ready for the imminent  advent  of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in these last perilous days as we see  the signs of the times  . What 
should we do then? Let us heed the counsel and prayer of a wise ancient Jewish 
king of united israel as we close: 

In 2 Chr 7:14, it says If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  

Jack Sin 
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The Lord’s Day 28 Jul 2024 

An enriching 
seminar by Dr 
Samuel Gan on 
“Age of 
Mankind, the 
Lineages and 
Evidence of 
Genesis in 
China”. 

Our Visitors ……….. 
and 

Lunch Fellowship! 
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Memory Verse 

Exod 8:28 And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the 
LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far 
away: intreat for me. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave 
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who 
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may 
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Powerful Display of Divine 
Power [Exod 8:1-28]”, the study on the “Book of Exodus – Supernatural 
Guidance in the Wilderness of Life. 

3. Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Typology of the Passover Lamb 
 [Exod 12:1-27]”. 

4. The Sunday School class today is another seminar by Dr Samuel Gan on 
“Mission Impossible: Life without God [a study on the Human DNA]”.  
 All are welcome. 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both 
local and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on Old Testament 
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable 
learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

7. Pray for: 

• Medical: Poh Suan [rash], Pastor Lazarus [Aplastic Anaemia], Anthony 
[lung cancer: narrowing airways], Samuel Wong [multiple health 
conditions], Aunty Chwee Lian [hip fracture], Daniel Phang [high blood 
pressure], Kin Hoong [monitoring of heart and lungs pressure]. 

• Travels: Marilyn (Philippines) 

8. Church Family Day will be held on the morning of National Day Wed Aug 9 
at the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Refer to page 7 for the details.  All are 
welcome!  Register with Paul Tan (hp: 9731-4733). 

9. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and 
mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as 
indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate 
towards this cause. 


