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Reformation:

Defined, Declared, Defended !
3 Che

There is one historic event in human history that ] usc
ought to be indelibly marked in the hearts of men
especially redeemed men. After the 13t century Shall
Renaissance (temporally and not substantively)
which brought about intellectual revival, one of the LIVC
greatest upheavals in the history of Europe is the By
16th century Protestant Reformation, a religious
awakening that profoundly alter the course of F&] th
European history and the direction of the
church today. It came out of was a passionate cry Romansg 117
for spiritual reforms from the depth of the souls of
men that was long overdue. 1000 years of
superstition, spiritual darkness and ignorance was
a long wait and was put to an end, finally by the Almighty triune God.

The medieval church was powerless and spiritually bankrupt and was in
desperate need of a spiritual overhaul. Ecclesiastical bureaucracy at the
highest level had been exposed to be morally and ethically corrupt, doctrinally
deficient (if not defective), spiritually wanting and inept. Scandalous deeds had
plagued the church, and it has lost its spiritual vitality and moral strength. The
people were craving for spiritual realities to satisfy their souls’ hunger but the church
in the Middle Ages was unable to supply that.

There was a pressing call to recapture the freshness and vitality of the
Christian faith in all its fullness and wealth. To many sincere seekers of true
religion, they want a reformation of doctrine based on the infallible truths in
the Scriptures. The medieval church had lost their intellectual, spiritual and moral
zest and the biblical principles that once governed the NT church. There was a God
given burden to rediscover distinctive religious concepts taken directly from
holy Scripture and not from lifeless church traditions, synods and councils made by
men.




Definition of the Reformation

The thesaurus defined the Protestant Reformation as a religious movement of
the 16th century that began as an attempt to reform the Roman Church and resulted
in the creation of Protestant churches. It is noteworthy that the Reformation did not
just happen without any signification in the 16" century. By the sovereign hand of
God, it was brewing slowly over the past 2 centuries before even Martin Luther
came on the scene.

For instance, the English Reformation, the
greatest revival of the church since the day of
Pentecost has its roots in John Wycliffe’s
reforming work and his followers, the Lollards.
The English Bible for the first time was
translated and disseminated in England | n the
14" century and many ordinary Englishmen
read it and were revived. They were forerunners
of the Reformation in returning to the Scriptures
and exposing the errors of the existing church,
in indulgences (which are forgiveness tickets

. supposed to take the payee to heaven directly
Jpw' ¢ with his sins forgiven by the human head of the
THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE . .
SHOULD BE IN THE church) required of the people, the mass with
COMMON TONGUE... the teaching of transubstantiation, relics
THE MORE SCRIPTURE worship, the abuses and corruption of the clergy
Tl-llSEl:;NE(%VTVER in the Roman church.
John Hus of Bohemia at the same time John Hus
was relentlessly preaching the gospel 1869 - July 6, 1415
and warning the people against serious -
erroneous practices and abuses in the “Seek.the truth = N
Roman church, and the true nature of Listentothetruth 4 %,
the church in the light of Scripture. He Teach the truth TAE

was martyred in 1415 at the kangaroo

court in the Council of Constance and Love the truth
this fuelled the flames of revival and Abide by the truth
reformation in the present Czech Amd defend the truth
Republic even further. unto death.”

The Bible-centred Waldenses started
by Peter Waldo In the 12th century in the Alps believed in obeying Christ and the
Scriptures alone and not the authority of a man in Rome nor the traditions of a

church. They provided a strong impetus and prelude to the 16th century awakening
in Europe where it finally erupted. Others like Jerome of Prague and Savonarola of
Florence stood against the excesses of the spiritually beleaguered Roman church in
moral reforms and were martyred in the 15™ century. The Brethren of the Common
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Life despite intense persecution from the medieval church contributed in their own
ways to spiritual and moral transformation outside that church and revive the people
with the word and sound morals. Cataclysmic religious changes came upon Europe
in an unprecedented way, and it was convulsed with religious vigour in a life
transforming proportion. The Reformation had begun and was unstoppable as
ordained in God’s sovereignty and His own timing.

Declaration of the Reformers
Thus saith{r

The fundamental convictions that motivated ' w:'-i the LORD,
the magisterial Reformers was that true Stand ye in the |
Christianity could best be restored and 2 o i
revived by returning to the scriptural beliefs

and practices of the early church and the
prophets of old. This means a challenge to the
whole super structure of the bureaucratic and
lifeless Roman church with its rituals,
ceremonies, man-made rules and practices.

At the heart of this great spiritual concern was
this question:

How can a sinful man be declared
righteous, and made acceptable in the
sight of a holy, righteous, just and angry God?

Martin Luther, a regenerated German monk rediscovered 4 important precepts of
the Holy Scripture:

1. The Righteousness of God

2. The Total Depravity and Wretchedness of Man

3. The Redemption Through Christ Alone

4. Justification by Faith & the Universal Priesthood of Believers

The first is a basic concept of biblical
e | Soteriology that resonated throughout the
Old and New Testaments. Christ is the only
hope and source of salvation and not man, nor
His works and nor that of others. The second
concept was something that Luther had to
grapple with in his soul’s struggle. He realised
that he is incapable of meeting the pre-
requisite that God has set for everyone. The
idea of the Righteousness of God and the
- - depravity and sinfulness of man mean

Romans 3:22 KJV certain condemnation and punishment, and
Ev?/?htigﬁ ir;gtl’\;?gﬁ?‘n:fs‘?e%fufod this disturbed the German reformer’s soul

Christ unto all and upon all greatly. He had no satisfactory answer from
them that believe: for there is the established Roman church when he

no difference: consulted the head of his monastery,

Johann Staupitz.

walk therein, i
and ye shall = bal §
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» It must be stated that Luther was not involved in an
the heart intellectual exercise for a theological journal but
reformed searching for the answers from Scriptures with a deep
by truth sense of personal struggle in the inner most being of his

own soul. The Heart of the Reformation was literally
the Reformation of the Heart. In 1519, Luther shared
that initially he “hated” the phrase “the Righteousness of
God” which means that if God is righteous, He must
punish unrighteous sinners, and one has to be found to
live a sinless and perfect life to escape this, but he
failed. Finally, the answer came in a clear statement by

' the Apostle Paul in Rom 1:17 “For therein is the

righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live
by faith.” Peace and comfort flooded his soul and grace triumphed in his life from
henceforth. The depraved soul has hope finally in salvation by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ alone by the imputed Righteousness of Christ upon him.

It suddenly dawned upon the learned Professor at Wittenberg that there was a
solution to the problem provided by God through the Word. The pre-condition
required of thrice holy and righteous triune God is already satisfied by someone
else, the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ who is God Himself. For the first time in
his life, Luther understood that now if a man had faith in Christ alone, through His
redemptive work at Calvary; which is essentially a work of grace, undeserving
sinners can now have that
Righteousness of God imputed to them FOR OUR SAKE

by Jesus Christ (2 Cor 5:21) the Lord if HE MADE HIM TO BE WHO KNEW
they humbly confess and repent of their
sins and acknowledge Christ as Lord SI N N 0 SI N
and God. (Rom 10:9,10) It has nothing

to do with papal indulgences, church s
penances, sacraments, rituals and the righteousness of God
ceremonials of the established Roman 2 Corinthians 5:21]

church at all. This was an extraordinary
rediscovery in those momentous days
but yet the truth of justification by faith is as old as the OT and NT of Holy Scriptures
(Hab 1:17, Gal 3:11 and Heb 10:38) hidden from the people for 1000 years. The
concept of forensic justification by faith alone is finally apprehended by the
Wittenberg Augustinian monk who could not contain no longer and shared it with
the whole world. This exploded in the Germany with the drafting of the 95 theses
(against the indulgences of the day) being posted on the door of the Wittenberg
Church on 31 October 1517 and other writings of the Reformers and the eyes of the
common people were opened to the truth of God’s Holy Word concerning true
salvation by faith alone and not by man’s works or forgiveness tickets sanctioned by
the church. The almost 1000 years of spiritual bondage and darkness was finally
over and dramatic spiritual change was inevitable.




The Defence of the Scripture in the Reformation

The place of the Word of God is relegated to a low or non-existent place in the life of
the medieval church. Hardly any priest would preach from it, let alone expound it.
Some priests know more of the church fathers and their homilies than the writings of
Christ and the Apostles. The Bible was virtually lost from the church. The
Reformers in a sense rediscover the wealth and vitality of the Holy Scriptures
that is able to make man wise unto salvation (2 Tim 3:15) and made it relevant
and applicable to the people again.

A Latin (the language of Rome) Bible is of no use to the German, English and
Swiss and other non-Latin speaking people because they cannot understand
it. The concept of giving the Bible in the vernacular language of the people is
the heart of the Reformation. Tyndale, Wycliffe, Luther and Lafeyette did the same
for their own countrymen, and the result was life changing. For the first time, a
commoner could hold a Bible, read, understand and relish it in a manner that he
could apply in his life. It transformed and reformed the church drastically and that
was the beginning of a great spiritual awakening to come, reverberating all over
continental Europe and forever

3 . transformed the eternal destiny
I God sparoomy ife, eremany of some people in the western
yeurs S willcawse whoy who world as God wills. The Bible
becomes the sole and
sufficient authority for the life
of the church and the believer.
The authority, sufficiency, and
perspicuity of the Bible were
established during the
Reformation.

. There is no need to consult
church traditions, and past decrees of Synods, Councils and papal encyclicals. No
more auricular confessions to the priests, the mass, relics worship and praying to
the saints or a mediatrix. Every born-again believer is a priest himself (1Pet 2:9)
and can come directly and confidently before God because of Christ without
any human intermediary. Sola Scriptura is the answer. The reformers decided
that the Word of God alone provides the right direction and infallible guidance
for the true churches of Jesus Christ.

drives the JJ/ouj/; to know mere

c‘nf' the scriptures than you o

Wffza:m <73m dale

(1494 -153¢)

Today we have the precious Bible in our hands and in our own languages and in
more than 4000 (out of about 7,000) languages, in part or whole. We have the
privilege to read, relish it and apply it to our lives without hindrance (not for all
countries though). May we never take this prerogative for granted but cherish and
read it. This was the wish of one who perished in the flames in Oct 1536 (and he is
eternally secured in heaven to dare relish it faith (ie Tyndale) and the Lord answered
the prayers of a valiant godly man. We believe in the sufficiency, canonicity,
authority, perspicuity and inerrancy of the Bible. Some claimed to have special
revelations from God hence bypassing the need to consult and rely on holy



scriptures that is totally complete for us today.
Others have claimed that the NT is not as inspired
as the OT and hence undermining the canonicity of
the scripture sanctioned by God Himself (1Pet
3;15,16). Age old heretical beliefs are revived in the
21st century. Some from within the church have
denied the deity of Christ openly and the doctrine of
the blessed Trinity, the canonicity and authority of
the Bible, serious aberrant views like evolution that
the church had to deal with the first 4 centuries and will have to faithfully continue to
deal with today. (Acts 20:28, 1Tim1:20, Tit 3:9-11. Rom16:17). We need the
accurate and proper understanding, application and interpretation of the scriptures
to address all these soundly (2Tim 3;16,17; 2Pet 1:20,21; Isa 40:8)

The Bible stands every
test we give it,

gor its Author is
divine;

Conclusion

The Protestant Reformation still has a relevant place in g&h i’qm
the church today after more than 5 centuries. The church SAVED BV GRACE MLONE
during the dark ages is still the same today, the doctrines

have not changed but sadly some Protestants have given ¢
in slowly and surely to the demands for theological THROUGH FAITH ALONE
compromise in exchange for peace and unity in the )
ecclesiastical world. The tide is very strong. These last IN CHRIST ALONE

ctlesiastical downsiido and scumenioal Selu Setipluta
. . ACCURPING TO SCRIFYURE ALONE
compromise in the churches. The seductions of
ecumenism, new age, (ie yoga, feng shui, reiki, Sr&&/ww lMLq/
crystals, spell casting, wizardry etc) cults and the FOR THE GLORY OF (0D ALONE
occult (ie Halloween, etc) false prophecies, have
contributed to the ongoing worldwide process of a one-world religious order.
As the followers of Christ, one ought to follow in the footsteps of the 16™ century
Reformers in this unswerving stand and contend against all these unholy influences
and valiantly fight for the faith in these perilous seasons. (Jude 3,4)

The true churches of Christ today are linked to the 16%" century Reformation
movement through its forefathers, and we need to continue the propagation and
contention for the faith against the ecumenical, the cultic and occultic, New Age
movements of today. Biblical separation based on Reformation truths, the
advancement of the pure and unadulterated gospel should be the continued
thrust and emphasis of every Bible-believing, God honouring church.

May the Lord inspire and strengthen us in the crucial battle for the faith and the truth
in these final momentous days and not compromised but be steadfast for Christ and
His glory and preach and defend only the pure and unadulterated gospel through
Christ alone and by faith alone. (Rom 1:17; Gal 1:6,7; 2Thess 2:15)

Jack Sin

(For deeper studies, read J. A Wylie, History of Protestantism, Vol 1, Moune Missionary, Trust,
Ireland 1985 and R B Kuiper, The Church in History, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans 1991, 140-186)
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Memory Verse
Phil 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:

that whether | come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear of
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel;

Announcements

1.

9.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Rev Tan Eng Boo of Grace BPC brings us God’s Word this Reformation Sunday
morning on “The Precepts & Practices of the Reformation (Jer 6:16; Phil
1:277,
Pastor is preaching a Reformation Message at Faith BPC in Chinese this morning.
Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “The 4-Fold Analogy of a Christian (2Tim
2:1-6]”, continuing the quarterly series on “Apostolic Admonitions for Finishing
Well in Life - the Epistle of 2 Timothy”.
Sunday School classes after the worship service are:

e  Walk Thru the Old Testament (Pastor)

e  Studies in Revelation (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom. [Zoom 1D:883
9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. Join us for time of learning on the Book of Hosea
(Thirdmill video lessons) and Heroes of the Faith (messages).
Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].
Pray for:
e Travels: Joseph & Rachel (25-30/10, Taipei), Joseph & Lilian [30/10-
31/12, Adelaide]
Outreach @AIl Saints Home: 12 & 20 Nov, 10 Dec
e Myanmar Mission Trip Preparations [10-17 Nov] — Pastor, Angie, Dn Paul,
Deborah
e Medical: Kin Hoong’s daughter Joyce [post-op recovery], Simon
[continued recovery at home], Ps Babu’s father-in-law [treatment options
for pancreatic cancer]
o Joseph & Rachel: Gospel Peace Station and void deck outreaches
e Lily Almon [citizenship application]
Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church
¢  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.
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