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Christmas season is an opportune time of giving
to the Lord, just like the wisemen of old who gave
precious gifts to the newborn king.

Faithful and responsible stewardship for every
believer is discipline, and it is also a joy and a WHAT WILL YOU
duty, 1Cor 16:2 says, “Upon the first day of the week GIVE TO GOD THIS
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God CHRISTMAS?

hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when | come.”

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers to take an offering during their
worship services on the first day of the week i.e. Sunday and exhorted them to be
faithful in collecting offerings (i.e. lay in store) to meet the needs of the church in
Jerusalem. Likewise, it is also Paul’s exhortation to believers today as in faithful
Christian stewardship of giving of ourselves, our time, talents and substance
unto the Lord.

The Fundamentals of Giving to the Lord

The subject of giving could be sensitive to some, but we do not avoid it as it is taught
in the Word of God. It lies at the heart of True Christianity of sacrifice, self-denial and
stewardship to the Lord. We cannot love God and Gold at the same time; one must
give in to the other.

The real understanding of giving originates from the One Living and True God
Himself. He is the Giver of life. James says “Every good and perfect gift comes from
above.” (Jas 1:17)

After having created the heaven and the earth in 6 days, God gave us rest on the 7"
day and continues to give us many things to enjoy through His providential care in
upholding all things and we have nothing to worry about.

God created and gave us our first parents Adam and Eve. When Adam sinned and
brought the human race into sinful depravity against God, God did not give up on us
but provided a way out by giving to us His only begotten Son. As we celebrate
Christmas in a few days’ time, we remember the glorious gift of His Eternal Son Jesus
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Christ to save us from the bondage of sin, Satan’s domain and hellfire judgment. God
convicts us to receive His saving grace through evangelical repentance from sins and
acceptance of Christ as our Only Lord and Saviour.

Christ Himself gave willingly of Himself by putting aside Heaven’s Glory to
condescend to earth to be our Saviour. He suffered, shed His precious blood on
the cross and died for our sins that we through Him have obtained mercy and life
everlasting - “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your

sakes he became poor, that ye through His poverty might be A
rich” (2Cor 8:9). '

Thank God, He saved us in Christ! We are saved by His a-Hm-‘r,tt(s- 91‘..6
grace, and it is our joy to give back to the Lord what we

have received freely from Him - our lives, God-given gifts, //
talents, money and things material to meet our daily /
needs which He bestows upon us so abundantly. (1Pet V

4:10,11) The greatest need is to give to all the Gospel of Christ
that saves.

Exhortation to Share our God-Given Blessings

The Apostle Paul challenged the believers in Corinth to give to the Lord. The
Corinthian church had in the past expressed their desire to collect money for the poor
believers in the Judean Church in response to Paul’s call to help the brethren. Paul
appealed to them to give on the Lord’s day when they met. He wanted them to be
good examples and testimonies in the grace of giving even as they were doing
well in the other spiritual gifts that God had bestowed upon them.

Note how Paul introduced the relevant subject of giving to the church at Corinth. He
pointed them to the example of the Macedonian believers (the Philippians,
Thessalonians, Bereans) in the way they gave. (see Phil 4:10-11, 16-19) Despite their
deep poverty (many were financially in need), great trial (state persecuted):

* They gave generously (unselfishly) with overflowing joy.
+ They gave sacrificially, and some often even equal to or beyond their ability.
* They gave as they purposed in their hearts to honour God.

* They gave to participate in and to express their love, bond of fellowship in
Christ.

A Biblical Case for Giving

Acts 11:28-30 “And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the
Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass
in the days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples, every man according to his ability,
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: Which also they
did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.”

The above passage is an excellent example of a giving spirit in the 15t century church
to reach out and help practically another church or brethren (or missions) who had a
genuine need in the Lord. The apostle Paul was personally involved in collecting and
sending the relief to the churches concerned.



God looks at the heart of the giver. The
reasons for giving that pleases God are
illustrated by the Macedonian believers for
our emulation.

1. We owe it to God to express our gratitude
for what He has done for us (2Cor 8: 2).

2. ltis called the fellowship of the ministry to
the saints in 1Cor 8:4 as we have received
abundantly from the Lord (2Cor 8 9).

3. Giving reflects the sincerity of our love for God and love for the brethren (2Cor 8:
8).

4. Giving is God's way of meeting the dire needs of his church and some of His needy
people.

A person may not be rich but is committed to give to the Lord and contribute to an
eternal cause, but the opposite could also be true. By giving of our substance, time,
talent and energy we honour Christ and care for His kingdom and Th e work of
the church and its missions and ministry as we strengthen and build up one
another in faith and love.

Directions for Giving

Paul was aware of the economic condition in the 15t century. The Macedonians gave
even when they were poor. The Macedonians were able to give sacrificially, lovingly
and joyfully despite their financial status and condition because they first gave
themselves to the Lord. They joined Paul to participate in the privilege to give to the
Lord. There is also the Supreme

example of our Lord Jesus Christ : s

who gave Himself as a ransom for i

souls, even for the sins of many. ol 5e = e
These two examples underscore that .

giving has nothing to do with one’s an act of grace
riches or poverty. Whatever your o 11 Gorinthians Study

economic status, you can give faithfully
and according to your ability.

1) A Test of Surrender to God

We must give of ourselves to the Lord first as in Rom12:1,2 which is our
reasonable service. We must surrender our lives totally to the Lord for His
glory and guidance. It is only with this attitude of heart that “I owe it to God
who has given me so much” that will enable me to empathize with the needs of
others and give whole-heartedly.

We ask ourselves — Do | give just because | am obliged to unwillingly or because
we give out of love and gratitude to God? We pray that it is not the former but the
latter.

Paul also reminds us that God loves a cheerful giver. 2Cor 9:7 — “Every man

according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give: not grudgingly, or of

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver”. Let us not do it grudgingly but out of
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grateful and willing hearts. God sees the heart of the giver rather than the size of
the gift. The widow gave only two mites, but her gift was acceptable to God
because she gave her all out of her grateful heart.

2) Consistency and Pattern in Joyful Giving

| Cor 16:2 teaches us to give proportionately even “... as God hath prospered ...”".
Paul tells us that God wants us to give prudently what we have.

Paul advised the Corinthian believers to resume and complete their collection for
the needy saints in Jerusalem.

The message for us is that if we have slackened in giving, we should pray and
seek the Lord in this matter in our love for God and for His people. Giving is a
spiritual discipline, and it is evidenced in our regular and consistent giving
to the Lord. We invest in heaven and not in the temporal things of the earth.

Think of what God has given us — health, peace, joy, hope, family, jobs and
abilities. Above all, it is salvation in Christ, which is so rich and free, yet it cost
God a huge price in sending His only begotten Son. We must respond in gratitude.

The Word of God teaches in the Old Testament and alluded by Christ, and the
author of Hebrews in the New Testament teaches us to give regularly our tithes
to Him not in a legalistic manner but as a relevant general guiding principle (see
Lev 27:32, Matt 23:23, Heb 7:4-9). Giving using the principle of the sacred
tithe is not to be done in a coercive manner but with a voluntary God-
honouring spirit together with a willing and purposeful heart to put the Lord
firstin our lives.

3) Blessings in Giving ; Bﬁngdv\eall_medthes.
God will honour those who honour into the storehouse,
Him first. (1Sam 2:30) He will supply that there may be meat
our needs that we will have sufficient o prénven:rllgenlmﬁrewnh
means by His sovereign grace. (Phil »
4;13) As in Exodus 16:18, God provided s?fitlhwtihile Lord of hosts,
manna to meet the needs of His people niot openyou
: : ; the windows of heaven,
in the wilderness wandering - those who and :

! pour you out a blessing,
took more of the manna had nothing that there shall not
over and those who took less had no be room enough
lack. to receive it,

When we obey in response to God’s Malachi 3:10

KV

Word and continue to give faithfully the
Lord will also be faithful towards us and L

our family with:
- A deeper love and commitment in serving God in and through the local Church.
- The peace, joy and grace of God that money cannot buy.

- Faith and trust in God to grow in Christlikeness.

- A good example and source of blessing to other believers as the Lord blesses
us with much to the enrichment of the saints.



The Sacred Prerogative & Duty of Giving to the Kingdom of God

Every child of God worshipping in alocal Church has a sobering responsibility
to give unto the Lord for the ministry of His Church in spreading the Gospel
and building up one another in the most holy faith in the following areas:

1) The demands of the ministry of our
church, including the needs of the
church such as our own worship place
as the Lord leads and the operational T
needs of the church like the rental,

payroll, utilities. We need to pray, . 5 | E l 3
support and give towards the @

Church Building Fund for the h—
purchase of our own church

premises in due season.

2) Support of the mission outreaches associated with our church such as in
Bangalore, Yangon and missions in other countries.

3) Evangelistic outreaches and printing of gospel tracts, website and flyers.

4) Other ministries like the weekly Chinese Fellowship meetings and the needs of
brethren.

If we truly love the Lord, we will want to practice the biblical principles of giving to God
our offerings and tithes as the Lord lays the burden upon our hearts.

Conclusion

Let us pray as to how we can play a part in the extension of God’s kingdom.
SHBPC has a need for a more permanent worship premise, and we have a
Church Building Fund —let us pray to give towards this cause as the Lord leads.
Let us give willingly and joyfully to the Lord of our lives and time and talent and
our substance to serve and glorify Him. God is not looking at the gift but more
so at the giver as to why he gives. Everyone who loves the Lord can give joyfully
and sacrificially. Paul rightly reminds us of this maxim, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive” (Acts 20:35). Let us lay our treasures in heaven as Christ is coming again
soon to receive us to Himself.

Jack Sin

Pastoral Visitation and Holy Communion on
9 Dec 2024.

Thank God for Anthony’s simple faith and
quiet confidence in the Lord.

Do continue to pray for Anthony - for pain
relief and the peace and comfort in the Lord’s !
Goodness, Grace and Strength.
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Mission Trip to Bangalore,
India
(13-21 Nov 2024)
- A Report by Yashu Qin -
Part I

Part | & Il of the Report on the
Ministry at Calvary Reformed Church
and New Covenant BPC were
covered in the SHBPC weekly bulletin
on 8 & 15 Dec respectively. This is the final part of the Mission Trip Report.

Pastors’ Seminar on 18 Nov 2024

Rev Jack & Eld Jeffrey spoke to the Pastors to encourage them in their respective
work for the Lord. The key points of the messages were

1. Duty to Feed the Flock:

2. Reminder to Serve with Meek
Example

3. Oversee the Flock with a
Ready Mind and Contentment
4. Vigilance to Protect the Flock
5. Constant Touch with Christ in
Prayer

6. Steadfast in Defense of the
Faith

Dr Sam Gan also introduced the work and resources of Creation Ministries
International to the Pastors.

Maranatha Baptist Bible College on 19 Nov 2024

We have ministered at this
Bible College a number of
times in our past mission
trips. The principal is Rev
Mathai with his faithful
faculty. The Bible College
now has 160 students, a
number that has doubled in
the past few years. It was
truly encouraging to
witness the young




generation faithfully serving the Lord with zeal and a deep eagerness to learn His
Word.

The fellowship was a blessing, especially hearing the testimony of Sister Julie, an
American missionary called to serve in India. She has settled there, and her
husband’s entire family serves the Lord faithfully. Together, they have established
a children’s home to care for and nurture young kids.

Here are the prayer requests for the Bible College:

e The challenges faced by Christians in India, particularly in relation to
charity work, which is often met with opposition from the government.

e The children’s home they established has been shut down by government
authorities, and there are increasing restrictions on receiving foreign
donations.

e Pray that they may continue to gain government approval for receiving
financial support from abroad and that their ministry may flourish
despite these obstacles.

Group Devotions

The Mission Team had group morning
devotions and here is a summary of the
Word of God shared:

(1) 14 Nov: Luke 24:24-32 by Pastor Jack &

Context and Observations: va /

e After Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples could not find His body, which led to
confusion and uncertainty among them.

e  Key Verse: Verse 25 highlights that the disciples were “slow of heart,”
indicating that they struggled with belief, particularly regarding the
prophecies about Jesus. Isaiah 53 is mentioned as a prophecy they forgot,
showing a gap in their understanding and belief in what God had
promised.

Insights and Lessons:

1.“Slow of Heart” (Verse 25):

e The disciples were quick to defend but slow to believe. This highlights a
common challenge in faith: while we may be certain about worldly
matters, we often hesitate when it comes to trusting in God’s Word.

o This “slow of heart” attitude reflects a delayed response to embrace
God’s promises and prophecies, which can hinder spiritual growth.




2.Importance of Scripture (Verses 26-27):
e Sharing God’s Word is essential for missionary work. One cannot go on
a mission trip without a deep understanding of the Bible.
e When sharing, it’s crucial to explain and expound upon God’s words to
help others understand. We have no power of our own; it is through
God’s Word that transformation occurs.
e The term “abide” is used, emphasising the disciples’ desire to bond with
Jesus. This connection opened their eyes to the truth.
3.Burning Hearts (Verse 32):

e  Thedisciples’ hearts burned within them as Jesus opened the scriptures
to them. This “burning” represents a deep, excited desire to understand
and embrace the truth.

e  When we engage with the scriptures, we should be filled with
enthusiasm and a desire to apply these teachings in our lives. This
reflection urges believers to let their souls be “enthused,” experiencing
joy and excitement in learning God’s Word

. Post-resurrection, many were profoundly affected, and this changed
their lives.

Reflection & Application:

e As believers, we are reminded to be quick to believe and slow to doubt
when it comes to God’s Word.

e  True understanding of the Bible empowers us to share God’s message
effectively, especially in mission fields.

e  We should seek to have “burning hearts,” eager to learn, apply, and
share the scriptures with others, letting the Word shape and enthuse
our souls.

(2) 15 Nov: Phil 2:19-24 “The 3 Cs of Ministry: Comfort, Care, and Credentials”
by Eld Jeffrey
Context:
Paul, while imprisoned, writes to the Philippians with joy and hope. Since he
cannot visit them in person, he plans to send Timothy as his representative to
care for the church. This passage highlights Timothy’s qualities and the
importance of like-mindedness in serving Christ.
Insights and Lessons:
1. Comfort (v.19):
Paul expresses his desire for comfort by hearing about the well-being of
the Philippians. Timothy’s mission is to bring reassurance to Paul and the
church. This teaches us the importance of mutual encouragement within
the body of Christ.




2. Care (v.21):

Timothy is highlighted as a person who genuinely cares for others,
prioritizing the needs of the
church over his own. His
servant-heartedness
reflects Christ’s example of
selflessness (Philippians 2:5-
11). We are reminded to
extend care to others as an
expression of our faith.

3. Credentials (v.22):

Paul points out Timothy’s proven character and dedication to the gospel,
referring to him as a spiritual son. Timothy’s faithfulness demonstrates
the value of trustworthiness and reliability in ministry. It also emphasizes
that God’s work requires people with strong spiritual credentials.

Reflection & Application:

Like Timothy, we should strive to bring comfort to others through
encouragement and acts of kindness.

Genuine care involves putting others’ needs before our own and seeking
their spiritual growth.

Building our spiritual credentials through consistent faithfulness and
service makes us reliable for God’s mission.

(3) 16 Nov Col 4:12-17 — by Ps Jack
This passage highlights the importance of different individuals in the church
and their unique roles in serving the body of Christ. Notably, it mentions:
Archippus (v.17) was reminded to stay diligent in fulfilling his ministry.

A reference to hospitality, where one opens their home for the church
(v.15).

Key Points:

1.

Alertness: Be watchful, take heed of your responsibilities, and ensure you
do them well.

. Assignment: Recognize that assignments come from the Lord, and each
one of us has a unique role in His work.

Accountability: We are called to fulfill the tasks God has given us with
diligence and care. There is a duty to approach these responsibilities with
excellence.

Reflection: As we serve God in our respective roles, let us do so with vigilance,
knowing that our assignments are from the Lord. Let us be accountable
stewards, doing our work well and for His glory.
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(4) 18 Nov: 1John 1 by Dr Sam Gan

e John was the witness: John shared what he had seen and heard about
Jesus, offering firsthand testimony.

e Verse 3: “We have seen and heard” emphasizes the direct experience of
the apostles with Jesus.

e Verses 6-7: Fellowship is rooted in living under (or in) God. True
fellowship with others is achieved through walking in the light and living a
life in alignment with God'’s truth.

(5) 21 Nov Psalm 73:23-28 by Ps Jack

This passage, attributed to Asaph, a music director in the temple, addresses
struggles in life and the importance of drawing near to God. Asaph reflects on
personal and communal challenges, such as sickness, accidents, and visa
issues, emphasising the need for inner cleansing and reliance on God’s
guidance.

Key Takeaways:

1. Draw Near to God: Cultivate stillness and quietness to strengthen one’s
relationship with God.

2. Trust in the Lord: Avoid placing ultimate trust in money, government, or
even family and friends. Acknowledge that God is in charge and prepare wisely
while relying on Him.

3. Declare God’s Works: Recognise and proclaim the deeds of God, reflecting
on His sovereignty and faithfulness.

Personal Thanksgiving & Reflections (Yashu):

All mission team members were able to participate, especially considering
the challenge of Yashu’s missing passport and the issuance of a new Indian
visa within four days.

| have gained invaluable insights from Pastor Jack and Aunty Angie, not only
through their faithful teaching but
also through their genuine love and
care for the Indian community.
This mission trip gave me the
opportunity to fellowship with
many brothers and sisters who love
the Lord. Listening to their
testimonies of God’s work in their
lives and churches made me feel
deeply humbled. Often, | felt that |
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was the one being served and encouraged. | am grateful for their exemplary
witness and feel honored to have co-labored with them.

e Although the journey was brief, | cherish the collaborative service in Christ
with all mission team members: Ps Jack Sin, Mrs Angie Sin, Elder Jeff Cheong
and Dr Sam Gan. | found it both edifying and memorable.

May we all continue to keep ourselves in God’s love. Glory be to God! Amen!

soveReiaNhorE

INVITES YOU TO END THE YEAR WITH US AT

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE

EinishingiWellfinjIife

By Rev Jack Sin

31 DECEMBER 2024
(TUESDAY) 08:00 PM

ALL ARE WELCOME

VENUE :
SOVEREIGN HOPE BP CHURCH
160, PAYA LEBAR RD, ORION

@ PAYA LEBAR #04-06, S(409022)

REGISTER WITH DN YUE KAY AT 97450311 BY 26 DEC 2024
a p——
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The Marvel of the
Incarnation

BY REV JACK SIN
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PAYA LEBAR #04-06, S(409022)
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Memory Verse
Luke 16:31  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,

neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Announcements

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word morning on “Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31)", the quarterly sermon series on “Appreciating & Applying the
Parables of Jesus”.
This Tuesday 24 Dec is Christmas Eve Worship Service at 8pm. Pastor brings
us the Christmas message on “The Marvel of the Incarnation (1Tim 3:16).” Do
invite your family and friends to come and hear the Gospel of Christ. The offering
received will be designated to the Church Building Fund.

Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Parable of the Banquet with Invited Guests
(Luke 14:16-27)".

Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows:

e  Christian Apologetics (Pastor)

e  Studies in Esther (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local
and overseas brethren. We have a special Christmas Service this evening. Join
us for a time of profitable time. [Zoom 1D:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].
Year-End Reflections with lunch on Sat 28 Dec 2024 at 11 am at the home of
Albert & Janet Ang (limited to first 20 pax who register with Dn Yue Kay, as
requested by the hosts).
Watchnight Worship Service is on Tuesday 31 Dec 2024 at 8pm. Do come to
end 2024 in worship of God.

House Blessing cum Prayer Meeting will be held at Joseph & Rachel's new
home on Wed 1 Jan 2025 at 6pm. Kindly inform Joseph if you are coming.
The Church Choir will be presenting a song item for the 7" Thanksgiving
Anniversary on 2 Feb 2025. Worshippers who are interested to join should
register with Dn Paul by 29 Dec 2024.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e  Travels: Marilyn [Philippines 18/12-2/1]

e Medical: Soo [cataract on 26 Dec], Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways],

Daniel Phang [back condition, high blood pressure & gout].

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:

e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail to

church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)

e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1

. PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.
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