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The Christian Spirit of
Thanksgiving & Thanksliving

Col 4:2 says, “Continue in prayer, and watch in
the same with thanksgiving;”

Last Thursday being the last Thursday of Nov was Thanksgiving Day for the people
in the western hemisphere.

r—— D — We had the privilege of visiting
 The Origins and Hlstory of Thanksgivlng 4 Plymouth last year and relive the

” , b spirit of the Pilgrim Fathers when they
landed in1620 on Mayflower and
despite a harsh winter they recovered
to give thanks to God. When we
Pause to Think, we have Cause to
Thank. God blessed them with a
bumper harvest the second year and
that is the origin of Thanksgiving by
the founding fathers of America.

Although the oriental tradltlon does not have a Thanksgiving Day, it is spirit that we
should cultivate daily as we ponder what the Lord has done for us, and we learn to

say ,L,JQ:WEF ie. Thank you, Lord. =

Christians who are saved by the sovereign grace
of God have good reasons to be thankful to God
first above all who saved us from our sins and
give us the victory. Paul reminds us here in 2Cor
2:14,
Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the
savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

Thank you, Lord for
. saving my soul

Thank you, Lord for
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What we believe about God is evident in how we exhibit a heart of gratitude for
all He has done, and this encourages others to express appreciation to God for
the unending provision in all circumstances through the daily practices of
expressing gratitude, praying with a thankful heart and expressing it to our
parents, bosses, teachers, grandparents and subordinates, church leaders, cleaners
our domestic help, neighbours and be serving others with a grateful heart.

The psalmist reminds us In Psa 50:23,

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation
aright will I shew the salvation of God. =

Let us in practical ways, demonstrate an
attitude of gratitude to God as we recognize

the absolute and total lordship of God and
His absolute sovereignty over all things for

all good things come from Him as James

said in Jas 1:17,

Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Never fail to give thanks before we eat a our Lord set the example for us . | learnt
from my Kenyan student, Rev Francis Onyango that they gave thanks too when they
reached their destination safely in Africa, something that we often forget to do so here.

In the ancient Jewish agrarian community, when they are thankful to God, they show
it tangibly with the offering their crops from their hearts to the Lord.
As king Solomon in Prov 3:9 exhorts us,

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
Our Lord told the disciples in the New Testament of a
meaningful response to Him from our grateful hearts

EACH OF YOU in Lk 6:38 to God with edifying action which He says,
WHAT YOU HAVE ] ] i

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,

'i% ”G’{L\‘,RET pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,

nerverantiy on  shall men give into your bosom. For with the same

NOT measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to

you again.
It Is a duty and privilege to honour the Lord with

our reverential worship, sacrifice and service and
A CHEERFUL to give joyfully to the Lord for the extension of His
G I E kingdom out of a grateful heart. Thank God for the
prerogative of having a stake in His kingdom in the
work of the gospel to the saving of souls by his
sovereign Will and His Spirit




While there are infectious diseases that we loathe, here is something that we must

Pass It On

[Green 309]

1. It only takes a Spark
to get a fire going,
And soon all those around

can warm up to its glowing;
That's how it is with God's love,
Once you've experienced it:
You spread His love to ev'ryone
You want to pass it on.

Conclusion

love - a Thankful heart that is
Contagious! Let it spread to others
to infect and affect them, shout it out
and pass it on!

We live in thankless generation as
only one leper returned to give
thanks out of 10 as our Lord had
said. We desperately need to
develop a godly heart of both
Thanksgiving and Thanksliving in
this troubled and unappreciative
world where many things are taken
for granted.

A thankful heart will not be quiet but will honour and glorify God. Let us pray
and seek the Lord to Cultivate this Attitude of Gratitude, in thanking God and in
doing our part for His kingdom and even in our prayers. Let this be our disposition as

in Phil 4:6,

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Jack Sin




Bangalore Mission Trip
13-21 Nov 2024
- Reflections by Eld Jeffrey Cheong -

To Bangalore returned a 5-member mission team
to India led by Rev Jack Sin with Mrs Angie Sin,
Elder Jeffrey Cheong, Dr Samuel Gan and Sister
Qin Yashu to minister to 2 churches as well as
Maranatha Baptist Bible College. It was a time of
reunion with old friends and meeting up with new
friends from New Covenant Church and Calvary Reformed Church in Bangalore. It
was a great encouragement to the team members to see that many of the
members have continued to persevere and grow spiritually especially the younger
ones over the past years.

The city of Bangalore continues to expand rapidly with new apartment buildings,
shopping malls and eateries springing up all over the city. Sadly, the road
infrastructure has failed to keep pace, and the team members spent an
inordinately long time in getting from one place to another. Amidst the traffic
congestion and chaos, minor traffic mishaps were expected but by the grace of
God, the team experienced only one minor accident when a car hit the back of our
van as we were rerunning to the hotel from Calvary Reformed Church.

The programme began on 14
November with the Kinderbees
Preschool Outreach at New
Covenant BP Church. Even
though it was Children’s Day,
the children eagerly attended
the event conducted by Sisters
Angie and Yashu. The team also
saw that the church sanctuary
had moved to the third storey
while the second storey which previously housed the sanctuary now housed the
Kinderbees Preschool, apparently for greater safety for the young ones. The
number of children attending Kinderbees has increased due to its reasonable fees
and the church’s outreach in the neighbourhood.
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The New Covenant BP Church Family
Retreat began in the evening of the
next day. It was held in a new
location, the Jyotibhavan Retreat
Centre, not too far from the Nirjhari
Centre where the previous 2 New
Covenant Family Retreats were held.
It was a more conducive place for a
church retreat notwithstanding its
lack of basic amenities. The general
theme of the Retreat was on the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus. Rev Sin spoke 2
messages on the return of Christ and how we should prepare for it while Elder
Cheong spoke on Enoch and the need to walk with God in these last days and Dr
Samuel Gan presented a brief overview of Creation Science. Pastor Babu
introduced the speakers and diligently did the interpretation. A separate
programme was arranged for the younger children during the Retreat.

On Sunday, 17 Nov, the team went to
Calvary Reformed Church to inaugurate its
new sanctuary on the second storey of the
late Pastor Lazarus’ home. It was the vision
of Pastor Lazarus to build this sanctuary to
reach out to the villagers in the
neighbourhood. However, by the higher
hand of God, he was taken home in glory in
July. Nevertheless, the gospel work must
continue for none of us are indispensable. It
was especially encouraging to see Ashirvad,

Pastor Lazarus’ 19-year-old son take WH—HW*HHW p’

up the mantle of rallying the church T LCLCEE AT
g ying A b el
members and planning all the details N\

and logistics for the inauguration of ‘“ﬂp‘g“:::
the sanctuary. Rev Sin dedicated the
new sanctuary to the glory of God
with the responsive reading from
Psalm 136, slightly adapted for the

occasion. A plaque was unveiled




paying tribute to the dedication and work of Pastor Lazarus aptly with the words
of the Apostle Paul, “But none of these things move me, neither count | my life
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God”
(Acts 20:24). The guests then made their way into the new sanctuary for the
Sunday worship service. A 6-girl choir from Calvary Reformed Church’s Sunday
School sang 4 hymns, 3 in Kanada and 1 in English, to mark the occasion. Guests
from Covenant BP Church and other churches also attended to support the work.
The team was greatly impressed with the attendance despite Pastor Lazarus’
demise. It was a time for all present to praise and
— “give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises to
thy name, O most High: (Psalm 92:1) for His
wondrous work He has done in Bangalore and to
encourage our brethren in Calvary Reformed
Church to persevere in the work of the Great
Commission. This sanctuary will be used for the
evening worship service while the morning service
will continue to be held in the current rented
premises some distance away. In this way, the
church will be able to reach out to 2 separate
neighbourhoods even as they continue Pastor Lazarus’ good work and vision to
the unreached. In the afternoon, it
was the turn of the children to be
ministered. Many of the children
come from non-Christian families
and it is hoped that many of them
might come under the sound of
the gospel and be used by the
Lord as instruments to bring their
parents and family members to
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

8 g 7
3
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A Pastors’ Seminar was conducted the next morning at another church, Eden
Believers’ Church. Some 35 pastors attended. Rev Sin spoke on the biblical
elements of pastoral stewardship in the church while Elder Cheong spoke on the
role and functions of an elder. Dr Gan gave a short introduction to the work of



Creation Ministries
International to acquaint
these pastors with its
work. Pastor Babu
presented the speakers
and did the interpretation
since most of the pastors
do not understand English.
In addition, many of the
pastors are not familiar ’
with the Reformed Faith and it is hoped that these messages will provoke them to
search the Scriptures and better ground their members in the Word of God.

On Monday, the team proceeded to Maranatha Baptist Bible College where we
met old friends like the principal Rev Mathai, his son Timothy and daughter-in-law
Julie and his 3 grandchildren. Rev Sin gave a 3-part presentation of the deity of
Christ under the umbrella of Christian Apologetics while Dr Gan presented
Creation Science and emphasised the importance of the first 11 chapters of
Genesis as the foundation for the whole Bible text. The team was impressed by
the 160 students attending the College, significantly more than those when the
team last visited them in 2019.
These students come from
Myanmar, Bangladesh and various
states in India. It is our prayer that
these students will be used by the
Lord when they return to their
hometowns after their graduation
to spearhead the gospel outreaches
there. Rev Mathai extended his
courtesy by housing the team
members in his college for that
night as well as hosting us to
breakfast, lunch and dinner.




After the hectic programme over the past 6 days, the team took a well-deserved
rest by visiting Coorg, the Scotland of Asia, because of its hilly terrain and cooler

~ climate as well as Mysore with its
imposing palace regarded as the
largest palace in South India. The
team then proceeded to Bangalore
Airport for return to Singapore
after another successful and

edifying mission trip.

While many of us prepared ourselves to
share the Word of God, we also received
great benefits for ourselves being
enthused by the passion and enthusiasm
of the believers in the 2 churches and Bible
College. Truly they have been a blessing to
all the team members as we echo the
words: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits “(Psalm 103:2).
Despite their simple lifestyle, they continue to hold on to their faith with great
fervency and trust even as the atmosphere for sharing Christianity has become
more difficult. The authorities in Bangalore have prohibited street and door-to-
door evangelism. Believers there have therefore to be more discerning and careful
in sharing their faith and be wise as serpents. Despite this, the Lord has brought
more people to the churches, and this is a tribute to the believers there in their
single-minded pursuit of the Great Commission. Their never-say-die attitude in
spreading the Word of God puts many of our churches in Singapore to shame. |
hope and pray that as their economic situation improves in the years to come, the
members do not forsake their precious faith and be drawn away by the attractions
of the world. May they continue to hold on to the Word of God and continue to
stay on the narrow path to heaven. To God be the glory.




GOD’S WONDROUS WORKS IN BANGALORE:
- A Thanksgiving from Pastor Babu -

I’'m always thankful to the Lord for the leadership of Rev. Jack Sin and the
congregation of Sovereigh Hope BPC for their sincere commitment to preach the
gospel in every situation. “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full

proof of thy ministry.” 2Tim 4:5.

Thanks be to the Lord for the
journey mercies of the mission
team. We had a blessed fellowship
over the dinner table at New
Covenant BPC. Rev. Jack and the
mission team was happy to see the
newly renovated Sanctuary and the
new classrooms for Kinderbees
childcare facility. Pastor Jack has
prayed and thanked the Lord for all
his provisions and guidance in this
renovation work.

It was a profitable time for the young kids to learn the
relevant stories and art and crafts from the mission team.
They were overjoyed by receiving the goodie bags from
the mission team. Ss Yashu was so enthusiastic to serve
the Lord and trying to learn a few Kannada words like
Dhanyavada and Namaskara.

It was a great time of
edification, as our
Church members had
been prayerfully
awaiting the Church
Camp. Many of them
were curious to study on
the implications of the 2nd coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. | have noticed a
significant impact on our Church members. Most of them started studying the word
of God more diligently. In that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and
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searched the scriptures daily - Acts 17.11. Elder Jeffery shared most encouraging
topic on “Walking with the Lord.” Children and the young members were fascinated
by the presentation of Dr Samuel Gan related to the Creation Timeline, Dinosaurs &
Global Flood.

| want to mention an encouraging testimony of one of our Church members
who had been backslided from his Christian faith and indulged in the worldly
things for quite few years. Thankfully he was able to reconcile with the Lord
and rejoined the Church fellowship during this Church Camp. His wife is a
faithful believer, and she was overjoyed that her prayers are answered.

| Thanks to Rev. Jack and Elder Jeffrey
for their willingness to teach the Word of
God to some of the pastors in our local
fellowship. Very few of them are familiar
with the Reformed faith. | wanted to
introduce the basic teachings of the
Reformed faith to the pastors so that
their congregations can be benefited by
the faithful preaching of the Word of
God. That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works -2Tim 3:16-17.

Thanks be to the Lord for journey mercies and protection to the mission team.
Thank you all for your earnest prayers and support for the work of the Lord in
Bangalore.

“Rejoice evermore. Pray without
ceasing. In every thing give thanks:
for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you. . . And the
very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and | pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” -
1Thes 5:16-23.
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Memory Verse

Matt 25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant:

thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Announcements

1.

10.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word morning on “Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-
30)”, the quarterly sermon series on “Appreciating & Applying the Parables of
Jesus)”.

Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Parable of the 10 Virgins (Matt 25:1-13)".

Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows:
e  Christian Apologetics (Pastor)
e  Studies in Nehemiah (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local
and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on Old Testament
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable learning.
[Zoom 1D:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Christmas Outreach to All Saints Home (Tampines) on Sat 14 Dec 2024 at 3pm.
Registration is compulsory with Dn Yue Kay by 1 Dec (hp: 97450311).

Christmas Eve Worship Service is on Tuesday 24 Dec 2024 at 8pm. Do invite
your family and friends to come and know the real meaning of Christmas and hear
the Gospel of Christ.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on

Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:
e Travels: John A [Philippines 28/11-4/12], Dn Paul & Paul K [Greece &
Turkey, 1-13/12], Marilyn [Philippines 15/12-5/1]

e Medical: Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways], Daniel Phang [back
condition, high blood pressure & gout].
Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.
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