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Who is a Truly Born-Again Christian? 

The word "Christian" is used quite 
generally here and statistically there 
are about 32% of Chrisitans in NZ 
(about 20% in Singapore including 
RCs) will call themselves Christians 
but really how many are truly born-
again Christians? This a relevant 
question today as many claim to be a 
Christian because they attend church or 
are from a Christian family or are 
baptized, but are they truly born again?  

The followers of Jesus Christ were first called Christians only in Acts 11:26. Why 
were they called Christians then? What characterised their lives to make them earn 
such a title? Acts 11 gives us some understanding here for an edifying read.   

• Firstly, they believed in the Lord (v 21) 
They expressed from religious convictions based on who Jesus Christ is and 
accepted Him as their Saviour. It is giving up our own beliefs and trusting Christ 
alone as our Saviour. It is like John 1:12 "But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name" and Rom 10:9-10 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

• Secondly, they repented, confessed and gave up their sins (v 21) 
It involves a keeping  away from sin unto God, which the Bible calls repentance. 
It is the forsaking of sin and giving up of idols (1 Thes 1:9), self, worldly 
pleasures combination and surrendering to Christ alone. Repentance is the first 
mark of salvation. I know of a brother in Christ who over time, gave up drinking 
alcohol, smoking and and vulgar language after he was saved. It is also a 
gradual process of sanctification after one is truly saved in Christ. Holiness is  
practical happiness in the Lord   
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• Thirdly, they cleaved to the Lord 
(v 23) 
Not only were these early disciples 
saved but they also followed God as a 
committed disciple. There is no half-
hearted disciple in the kingdom of God. 
He is to take up the cross and deny 
himself and follow Christ (Luke 9:23). 
There is no half-hearted religion i.e. 
50% or 70%, but a 100% devotion and 
dedication to the Lordship of Christ. 
Are you fully surrendered, accepting 
the lordship of Christ in your life? A 
true Christian will persevere to the 
very end. 

• Fourthly, a Christian has the Holy Spirit in his heart (v 24) 
There are only 2 kinds of people in the world; those who have accepted Christ 
and has the Holy Spirit indwelling in them, and those who have not (1 Cor 3:16) 
"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?" The question is: Today, do you have the Holy Spirit indwelling in you? If 
you have not, you are not truly saved in Christ.There is no other option. 

• Finally, a Christian is one who has 
faith in Christ (v24).  
A believer is the one who has trusted 
Christ as his Saviour and placed  his 
faith in Jesus alone to save him. It is a 
total and complete dependence and 
resting in Christ, his Advocate and 
Redeemer and not in self and man. Faith 
in Christ is essential to the redemption of 
a soul. It is by grace through faith, not of 
ourselves, lest any man should boast. 
Consider these following verses: 

Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Rom 5:1 "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Rom 5:8 "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." 

Titus 3:5 "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." 
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The important question today is "Who is a truly born-again Christian in the world?” 
Are you one truly born again?  Do you fit in the picture as described here? Have you  
confessed your sins an securely trusted in Him, turned from your wicked ways and 
have the Holy Spirit and truly depended on Christ alone for your salvation? It is a 
time for examination and to surrender to Christ. It is a time to pause and 
ponder the great privilege of being called a Christian and to truly be a true 
disciple  God.  

Here are 6 marks or pointers that can help us to examine ourselves prayerfully to 
see if we are truly regenerated and justified by faith in the Lord. 

Acknowledge that you are a sinner and Accept Christ as your personal Saviour. 

Believe in Christ and what the Bible teaches. 

Confess your sins and repent of it. 

Devote your life to worship and seek God In worship. 

Evangelise and share the gospel with others. 

Faithful to the Lord to the end of life. 

Conclusion 

There are many who think that they are saved but Matt 7:21-23 is a frightening set 
of verses that may be true for some one day.   

May the Lord illumine our hearts and hands and cause us to understand the 
true meaning of what a Christian is too and be one truly in Christ. Salvation is 
all of Christ, all of grace and not of self-effort or our righteousness. We are 
truly depraved and unworthy and can never see ourselves or our God. We are 
to come to Christ as   sincerely awakened sinners to confess, repent and 
experience the life-giving power of a risen and victorious Christ and has been 
regenerated in our lives through the holy spirit when we accept and believe in 
Christ, as our only Saviour.  

Do not let this opportunity go before serious consideration of the offer of salvation. It 
is rich and free but yet it costs Christ his death on the cross for you and I. Jesus said 
in Matt 11:28-30 "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light."  

Let us Seek Christ Today and while He may be found and be saved before it is too 
late. (2 Cor 6:2) . 

 

Jack Sin  
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Practicum in Biblical Counseling in NZ 
- Pastor & Angie - 

Thank God for journeying mercies after 9 and a half 
hours flight from Singapore. Besides a quiet time of rest 
in this second half of our sabbatical, we have been 
spending precious time catching up with Angie’s family 
here in Auckland, fellowship with dear friends from 
Emmanuel Church and other brethren and outreach 
when opportunities arise. 

An important agenda was to visit the graves of Grandma 
and Uncle Peter at Manukau Memorial Garden.. We are 
soberly reminded of the frailty of life and the nearness 
of eternity. We had prayed with Uncle Peter to seek 
Christ over the phone and now the family needs Christ more than ever before. 

On Reformation Sunday 26 October 2025, Pastor preached at Emmanuel Church.  It was a 
sabbath delight in worship and fellowship with 80 brethren.  The Pastor of Emmanuel 
Church is Rev David Yan, a beloved Pastor that we have known for 40 years since the time 
he did his theological studies in Singapore.  The ground in New Zealand is hard and the 
defence of the gospel once delivered to the saints is challenging.  Thank God for sustaining 
Emmanuel Church through the years of ministry. 
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Many families are going through trying 
times and we need the pardoning grace 
and Word of God to guide and encourage 
us in the straight and narrow way. After 
teaching biblical counseling for many 
years in Bible colleges, we have practicum 
opptunities here to various families we 
met. Many are hurting emotionally, 
mentally and spiritually from challenges of life which includes health concerns, vaping and 
practical steps to combat it and depression and bereavement. Life has its heartaches and 

sorrows and many are oblivious to it as we are so 
caught up with our own work and life that we forget 
that others are straggling along and no one seems 
to care. Take some time to reach out to a loved one 
in your family or friends and give a listening ear. It 
could even be your children or grandchildren or 
colleague or a senior person. Life is more than 
making more  money and rushing from one place to 
another. There is more to life than increasing it's 
speed and assets. 

We enjoyed wonderful outings with dear 
friends, especially Raymond and Alison who 
have relocated to Auckland. 

We also had little opportunities to reach out 
and give tracts to people we meet along the 
way. 

Thank you for praying for us.  We trust in the 
Lord to lead us every step of this pilgrim’s 
journey. 
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In Remembrance of Late Mdm Tan Lan Yoke 

Thank God for the salvation 
of Geok Pin’s mother late 
Mdm Tan Lan Yoke who 
was received into eternal 
home in glory with the Lord 
on Sat 18 Oct 2025, and 
the opportunities to share 
the Gospel of Christ to the family at the 2 vigil services. 

Pray for Geok Pin’s father Mr Low Chin Chye’s faith and spiritual growth in Christ, for the 
salvation of the rest of the family and medical conditions of both Mr Low and Geok Pin. 

 

Monthly Bible Study Outreach at All Saints Home 
We thank the Lord for giving us 
the opportunity to share God’s 
Word to 8 of the residents at All 
Saints Home (Tampines) on Thu 
23 Oct for an hour on the topic 
‘Assurance of Salvation’. We 
were also glad to see Mr. Hay 
whom we prayed with to receive 
Christ on 13/9/25 (our last visit 
at ASH/ Tampines) who joined us 

for the study. This is a monthly ministry on a Thursday afternoon.  Contact Eld Yue 
Kay if you are available to help in this outreach ministry. 
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Sunday @Sovereign Hope - 26 October 2025 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharing the Gospel “in season, out of season”….. 
 

 

  

Lunch Fellowship 
with Rev Barnabas. 

Lily Almon’s parents 
and relatives visiting 

from Philippines. 

Sharing the Gospel with 
a group of Burmese at 
the bus stop nearest 
church on Sun 19 Oct. 

Sharing the Gospel in Hokkien at 
lunch with 2 elderly aunties… 

and Joseph and Rachel sang to 
them a Hokkien gospel song. 
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  Memory Verse  

Acts 6:4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word. 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave us 
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the 
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your 
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Rev Matthew Yong brings us God’s Word this morning on “The Effective 
Corporate Ministry of the Church (Acts 6:1-7”, continuing the quarterly series 
on “Understanding Church Growth from the Early Church (Book of Acts). 

3. Next Sunday, Rev Philip Heng will preach on “The Outreach to Samaria by 
Philip (Acts 8:26-40)”,  

4. Sunday School classes after the worship service are: 

• Sermon Discussion (Dn Paul Tan) 

• Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen) 

• Youth Class (Eld Yue Kay) 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local 
and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on New Testament 
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

6. Pastor & Angie are on sabbatical leave from Oct 21 to Dec 4. Rev Tan Eng Boo 
and Bro Joseph Wee will be available to provide pastoral support during this 
period.  Do contact the session members for assistance when needed 

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527 
5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

8. Pray for: 

• Travels: Pastor & Angie [New Zealand, 21/10-4/12],  

• Geok Pin’s family [comfort and consolation on the homegoing of their 
mother Mdm Tan Lan Yoke], Pit Yuen [post-radiotherapy recovery], Agnes’ 
Parents [health & salvation], Mrs Philip Heng [stroke recovery] 

• Lily Almon: Singapore Citizenship Application 

• John Almon: Application for course at Nanyang Polytechnic 

• Joseph & Rachel: GPS ministry and Hokkien outreaches 

• Bangalore Mission Trip [11-15 Dec]: Pastor, Eld Yue Kay, John W, Shaun 
& Zoey (Brunei) 

9. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail 
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards 
this cause. 


