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Eternal Implications of
the Incarnation of Christ

1 Tim 3:16 says, ‘And without controversy
great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into
glory.’

It is the blessed season again where we
remember the first coming of our Lord into this sin-filled earth for a glorious divine
mission. During this festive season, we can be overwhelmed by the unhelpful
clamor and worldly celebration of the fallen world which can hinder us from the
true Christmas message — God became flesh. The Son of God chose to come
down to this earth dwell among sinful men, to die and save us from sin. He was
tempted and yet without sin, and He fulfilled the law and gave himself as a propitiation
and ransom for our souls. 1 John 4:9, 10 says “In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” He became enmeshed in the limitation of
this broken and sinful world with human deprivation.

A Fallen World and a Condescending Savior

Are we aware of the spiritual and moral bankruptcy of our world where Christ
as the Son of God became flesh and dwelt among us as our Savior, our Pattern
and Pioneer in all things? He abandoned all His majesty and glory but not His
deity. Therefore, let us respond with reverence, love and zeal and fulfill His will in the
Great Commission (Matt 28:18) and go and reach out to save souls with this glorious
message of hope and everlasting life (Luke 2:10-18).

Some people asked, ‘should we celebrate the birth of Christ at all?’ Does the Bible
record anyone who celebrated the first coming of Christ? Are there people in the Bible
who gratefully praised God for Jesus’ birth? Consider the wise men from the East,
Mary, the shepherds watching their fields, the angels, Elizabeth, Zechariah and
elderly Simeon and Anna. Only God knows how many more glorified and praised Him
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for Jesus’ birth and nowhere in the Bible were they forbidden from doing so. Should
not the redeemed of God grateful remember the incarnation of their Redeemer who
came to die for them?

One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith is the nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism says this of Him in Question 22, “How did Christ,
being the Son of God, become man?”

Answer: Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and
a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of
the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

The doctrine of the incarnation means that Jesus,
the Son of God, took on human flesh and soul
became a real man (Phil 2:6-11). The cultic The Son of
Gnostics and the Docetists of the 15t and 2 God Became
century did not believe in this as they believe

in dualism (equal force of good and evil) and the SOI’I Of
that matter is evil and hence Jesus could not Man thdt the
have come in the flesh and hence John Sons of Men
exposed that in 1John 4:1-4. They did not accept 0

Jesus’ two natures - both human and divine and all ht Become
in one person. The incarnation more specifically the Sons Of
affirms His humanity without compromising His God.

deity and that is an important doctrine of
Christology which we must not err. John 1:14 says
‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth’ and in John 1:17 says, ‘For the
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.’
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Doctrine of the Humanity of Christ

The Bible teaches the important
doctrine of the humanity of Christ.
. . . Christ is Fully God and Fully Man. It is

.Let this n{‘“d be . ?/()u: B reported that Jesus’ needed rest (Luke
LSRR SR RGBSR 5.23), food to eat (Matt 4:2; 21:18), and
LLRLIGHOSTIRL TS U RO RNV other human needs). Other indications of
thought it not robbery to be His humanity are that He bled (John 19:34).

equal with God: but made Jesus also had emotions including joy
R R R e Al (John 15:11), sorrow (Matt 26:37), and

3 1 the 2 righteous indignation (Mark 3:5). During
took upon him the form of a His life, Jesus referred to Himself as a man

servant, and was made in the (John 8:40), and after His resurrection, His

likeness of men: humanity was still recognized though He is

Philippians 2:5-7 fully God as well (Acts 2:22). Phil 2:6-11

speaks of Him as a lowly human servant

(ie giving up his glory) but yet not giving up
His deity.
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The first coming of Christ was for the redemption of man in the fullness of time.
The Son of God came in the flesh in order to be the Saviour of the elect. Matt
1:21 says, ‘And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JEsus: for he
shall save his people from their sins.’ First, it was necessary that he be born under
the law just like all of us (Gal 4:4). All of us have failed to fulfill God’s Law but Christ
came on our behalf under the Law, to fulfill the Law for He lived a perfect life and
without sin in passive obedience (Matt 5:17; Gal 4:5).

The first and second coming of our Lord have a sovereign divine purpose, Christ our
Saviour came to live among us and then to shed His

T?,Zg{%gg;g(} precious blood for the remission of sins of His elect
OF THE (Heb 9:22). A blood sacrifice requires a real body of
BLOOD OFJESUS flesh and blood. And this was the triune God’s plan for
THERE the Son of God to fulfill the work of salvation of those
IS NO whom he has chosen: “Without the Incarnation,
FOR%\‘QESTI%S Christ as God could not really die, and the cross will
N — be meaningless and then there is no hope for all of

-

guilty mankind in sin.
Note what Peter says in 1Pet 1:19, ‘But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot:” Jesus was both human and divine is required
theologically later for the crucifixion and the resurrection and the Christian faith
teaches that its Founder has such a unique Person with this dual nature.

Application by the Redeemed

It is a privilege for all of us to come together as a church family tonight to worship and
praise God and a meaningful Christmas Eve service and rehearse His work of grace
and goodness to us all.

Joyfully and prayerfully, let us thank God for the incarnation of Christ with carol singing,
prayers, the preaching of the gospel, the word of God, Christian worship and
fellowship today. We had carol singing and gospel preaching with the residents of the
All Saints Home (Tampines) with the senior residents and staff on 14 Dec and we
pray that some will seek Jesus.
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As a church, our desire at this Christmas

5.£ 'a N e season is to recognize and worship the only
YOUR HOPE IN Triune God and to thank our Lord Jesus for

s, Mw coming to earth to dwell and suffer among

men and against such, there is no law. Let us

THIS CHRISTMAS come joyfully like the angels of old to
announce and exalt His holy birth and like

the lowly shepherds, to go and seek the
Messiah with grateful hearts and tell of
the wonderful news of the birth of the
newborn King. Let us spread this good
news around to a fallen and sinful world that
needs to hear this message of hope, real
lasting peace and everlasting life in the Lord.
Remember Jesus says in Mark 5:19,
‘Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith
unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done
for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.’

e are a hrlst

Door-to-Door Evangelism
@Macpherson on 15 Dec 2024

Conclusion

The relevant question as we examine
ourselves tonight is: Do we know this
Redeemer personally as our own Savior

and Lord? Have you believed and W{thout Chw%t)

entrusted our life to Him who is able to save

fi th d ti f ight :
us rom tne condermation o o roieows  theire wouldlloe
no Christudas

truth and the life (John 14:6). Let us worship
the King and therefore confess and repent
of our sins and turn to Him before it is too
late. Jesus is the only hope for sinners and
Christmas is about the proclamation of the
glorious hope of salvation to all who will
seek Christ.

Jack Sin
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Go Tell it on the Mountain

Go tellit on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tellit onthe mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching,
o’er silent flocks by night.
Behold throughout the heavens,
there shone a holy light.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tellit onthe mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.

The shepherds feared and trembled,
when lo above the earth.
Rang out the angel chorus,
that hailed our saviour's birth.

And | said GO,
go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.

Downina lowly manger,
our humble Christ was born.
And God sent us salvation,
that blessed this Christmas morn.

And I said GO,
gotell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tellit on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.

Go tellit onthe mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go tell it onthe mountain,
that Jesus Christis born,
that Jesus Christ is born!
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INVITES YOU TO END THE YEAR WITH US AT

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE
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By Rev Jack Sin

31 DECEMBER 2024
(TUESDAY) 08:00 PM

ALL ARE WELCOME

VENUE :
SOVEREIGN HOPE BP CHURCH
160, PAYA LEBAR RD, ORION
@ PAYA LEBAR #04-06, $(409022)

REGISTER WITH DN YUE KAY AT 97450311 BY 26 DEC 2024



Memory Verse
1Tim 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was

manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Announcements

1.

10.

11.

Welcome to our Christmas Eve Worship Service! If you are here for the first time,
do leave us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. The
offering received tonight will be designated to the Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word tonight on “The Marvel of the Incarnation (1Tim
3:16)".

This Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Parable of the Banquet with Invited Guests
(Luke 14:16-27)", concluding the quarterly sermon series on “Appreciating &
Applying the Parables of Jesus”.

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local
and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on Old Testament
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable learning.
[Zoom 1D:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Year-End Reflections with lunch on Sat 28 Dec 2024 at 11 am at the home of
Albert & Janet Ang (limited to first 20 pax who register with Dn Yue Kay, as
requested by the hosts)

Watchnight Worship Service is on Tuesday 31 Dec 2024 at 8pm. Do come to
end 2024 in worship of God.

House Blessing cum Prayer Meeting will be held at Joseph & Rachel's new
home on Wed 1 Jan 2025 at 6.pm. Kindly inform Joseph if you are coming.

The Church Choir will be presenting a song item for the 7" Thanksgiving
Anniversary on 2 Feb 2025. Worshippers who are interested to join should
register with Dn Paul by 29 Dec 2024.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e  Travels: Marilyn [Philippines 18/12-2/1]

. Medical: Soo [cataract on 26 Dec], Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways],
Daniel Phang [back condition, high blood pressure & gout].

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail to
church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
. PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.



