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The Vibrant Life and Doctrine of  
A Reformed Church 

The BP Church & The Reformed Faith 

By the sovereign will of God, Dr Carl McIntire and 
others founded the Bible Presbyterian Church on 
4 June 1937 in the US in the midst of growing 
liberalism and modernism in the US. The BP 
Church is a Reformed church committed to 
propagation of the pure gospel and the defence of 
the faith (Jude 3, 4). The term “Reformed” is a 
historical and theological term that goes back 
almost five centuries. It refers to a period 
when the church underwent a historic Reformation in attempting to return 
Christianity to the authority of Scripture. The desire of the Reformation was to 
recover and to return to God's Word and to bring the church back into accord with the 
teachings of His Word that was neglected for almost 1000 years. Led by Pre-
Reformers like John Huss, Wycliffe, The Waldensians, later Martin Luther, Ulrich 
Zwingli, John Knox and John Calvin, the Reformers studied the Word, and they 
exposed the errors of the medieval Roman church and started what is Biblical 
Protestantism today. 

The Reformers’ Teaching 

Martin Luther (and other Reformers) in the 16th century Protestant Reformation 
rediscovered the truth of justification by faith alone and by the preaching and teaching 
of the Word of God, he convinced the church that man was saved by God's grace 
alone through faith alone. He believed that all teachings and doctrines should be 
based upon Scripture alone. Coupled with the works of Calvin and later Knox, 
Zwingli, Bullinger and Beza, these Reformed theologians recognized the clear 
teaching of Scripture that Jehovah is a sovereign God. 

They believed that God was not an idle viewer but was an active Governor in all of 
nature and the affairs of man and that "He who keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep." (Psalm 121:3). They taught, as did the apostle Paul, that "in Him we live and 
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move and have our being" (Acts 17:28). They were sure that an almighty God ruled 
over his creation sovereignly and that all events came to pass by God's design, for 
everything is according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11). 

The Sovereignty of God 

The supreme Creator of all has the right to do whatever he wants with the 
peoples of the earth. The Reformers believed not only that he had that right but 
that he exercised his will righteously and that this principle was clearly taught 
in Scripture. “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35) 
His sovereignty was especially realized in the salvation of the elect (Ephesians 1:4, 
5). The teaching of the French Reformer John Calvin in Geneva emphasized the 
sovereignty and providence of God especially in salvation and His work is often 
summarized in the "Five Points of Calvinism." The simple acronym "TULIP" 
formulated at the Synod of Dort by Reformed theologians from 1618-1619 to respond 
to the defective doctrine of the 5 points of Arminius, as 
a defence of the faith. 

A Summary of the Reformed Faith 

The Early Protestant leaders defended the scriptural 
teachings of the absolute sovereignty of God against 
those who denied the power of God. Some felt that 
salvation was at least in part by their own hands and 
undermined the authority of Scripture. They see it as a 
cooperative effort and that we need to do our part in our 
salvation. The Reformed Church from the ministry of 
John Calvin valiantly proclaimed the biblical answer 
to this by teaching the Reformed faith that exalts 
God alone and taught the total inability of man to 
save himself. Consider the 5 points below which must be taken as a coherent 
theological whole and not in part.  

Total Depravity 

Here we believe that Man in his fallen, sinful state, and he does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). God's own 
assessment of the descendants of Adam's fallen race was the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually (Genesis 6:5; 8:21). All the "good" that man thinks he does 
throughout his life is but "filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). What was true of King David is 
also true of us all. We must realize that we were, brought forth “in iniquity and in 
sin my mother conceived me" (Psalm 51:5). The natural man is not sick, not 
terminally ill, but he is spiritually DEAD. As Paul says, "And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
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that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had 
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others”  (Ephesians 2:1-3).  

Unconditional Election 

The Bible teaches that God has predestinated or chosen "us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love" (Ephesians 1:4, Romans 8:29-30). We cannot choose our own eternal 
destiny He does (John 15:16). This means that those who will be saved are those 
who have been chosen to be saved by the sovereign Lord - "I will have mercy on 
whom I have mercy" (Romans 9:15). He does not base his election on any 
condition within man, "lest anyone should boast" (Ephesians 2:9). And it is not by 
man’s choice or our initiative at all but God’s alone.  

Limited Atonement 

This is often misunderstood. “Particular” may be a better term here. It means that 
Christ's atonement is designed to specifically for His people who He has chosen 
- "I lay down my life for the sheep" (John 10:15). He did not shed His blood for 
those who He had not called and therefore they would not come to Him. Jesus 
says that He did not pray for the world but for those whom God have given Him, 
for they are His (John 17:9). He did not come to die for the whole world but for the 
elect of God (Matthew 1:21, Ephesians 5:25). This is its scope and intent. This is 
important as we know that all men are not saved today, so if we claim that Christ 
died for all, this would render His atonement inefficacious. Augustine says that His 
death is sufficient for all, (hypothetically if He wants to save all) but efficient only 
for the elect.  

Irresistible Grace 

It can be rendered as effectual calling as well. Those whom he has chosen will 
surely come to him. "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me" (John 10:27). "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, . ." (John 6:37). 
God sends His Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of His elect; "I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you" (Ezekiel 36:26). "No one can come to Me unless 
the Father who sent Me draws him;" (John 6:44). "For God's gifts and his call are 
irrevocable" (Romans 11:29). 

Perseverance of the Saints 

Can we have full assurance of our salvation? Will a true Christian lose his 
salvation, the answer is No. "Jesus says that he will never leave us nor forsake 
us as the Father, who has given them to him  is greater than all; no one can snatch 
them out of his  Father's hand" (John 10:29). Note also here that “he shall save 
his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). Salvation was not merited by any, nor 
is the election of His true sheep ever purchased by the believer, for "he who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 1:6). A truly born-again Christian will never lose their salvation even 
though he or she may backslide. He will return one day if he is a true son of God 
(Jude 23, 25).  
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The Threat of Semi Pelagianism or Arminianism  

Much of what Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, and other Reformers taught has been 
challenged by those who believe that God can be sovereign but has chosen to give 
up some of his control so that man's freedom is not limited. These challenges are 
often based upon the beliefs of James Arminius, a Dutch seminary professor. His 
followers are called Arminians and deny the teaching of Reformed theology, 
especially as it considers man as intrinsically good. They do not believe that man is 
spiritually depraved or morally bad, but that he is only sick with sin and can help 
himself if needed without God. 

While the Reformed church holds that man is saved by unconditional election and 
sovereign grace, Arminians teach that man is saved by conditional grace plus his 
good efforts. The condition is that God knows that we are going to choose Him 
therefore He chose us first and that each person must make a decision to believe in 
God himself or herself and then reach out for God's grace. The Reformers taught that 
man has no power to save himself or herself and it is solely God's Spirit that gives 
believers new life and faith (Romans 3:10-12). The Arminians taught that man has 
enough goodness in him or her to be able to meet the conditions of God's grace 
and cooperate with God in his or her salvation. This is unsound and not 
supported by the Word of God. Salvation is by grace alone and not by works 
(Titus 3:5, Ephesians 2:8, 9). 

The Stand of the Reformed Faith   

The Reformers four centuries ago sought to 
understand the true meaning of salvation and it really 
humbles man and it exalts the Almighty God. This God 
sanctioned aim was a sincere and fervent desire to 
know the true gospel and the Lord of the Bible 
personally. Reformed churches believe that "the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Proverbs 9:10). 
They want to teach and share the Word of God in and 
out of season so that Christ's church may benefit from 
sound doctrine that exhorts a believer to a deeper 
appreciation of the God who is to be served. 

The Reformed Faith is sound and biblically 
defensible, but it is in the minority today and oddly 
many " churches do not teach nor believe in the 
absolute sovereignty of God and in the Bible (i.e. 
Arminian in doctrine). Sadly, many modern, liberal or charismatic churches either 
do not understand, doubt or some even question such basic truths as the election of 
God, the sufficiency and inspiration of the Bible, the cessation of tongues and the 
sovereignty of God. 

It is important to note that as a Reformed church , we must be convicted and stand 
for these Reformed doctrines, and this does not imply that one cannot be saved 
unless one is a member of a Reformed church. Salvation is of the Lord and He saves 
any whom He chooses. The intention here is to point to a system of faith and theology 
which is consistent with the Word of God and that we must abide by and teach and 
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practice in our lives and our churches. (For deeper studies, see Steele and Curtis, 5 
Points of Calvinism Defined, Defended and Documented, 1963.) 

Application for Believers  

Devotion to God & His Glory  

Knowing all this, how do we apply these 
precepts in our lives? Matthew 22:37 
says, ‘Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind.’ Our first and foremost 
commitment is the glory of God and our 
consecration to Christ. It can be 
manifested in the priorities we set for ourselves. Resolve in your heart that you 
will seek to honour God in our lives in faithful daily Quiet Time, Sabbath 
worship and personal evangelism and not be too engrossed in our secular 
work, studies or leisure or family that it overwhelms us and we forget our 
eternal goals and our primary aim in life. 

Diligence in Studying & Applying the Word of God  

2 Timothy 2:15 says, ‘Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.’ What you do not 
have, you cannot give. The entire Christian life is governed by a book, and 
it is the very inspired word of God, the very bedrock of our faith and the 

manual of our Christian living. Imagine that you 
are a manager of a corporate firm, and they have 
a corporate philosophy, and it is written in the 
corporate manual or guidebook, but you are not 
aware of it. Are we aware of the severity of the 
solemn commandments and teachings of God? Is 
it in the area of systematic study and application of 
the word, prayer or service that we need to be 
diligent? Attend the SHBPC service and SS class 
and GAES service and be grounded in the word. 
Do not traffic in unpracticed truth.  

Discipline with Ourselves  

Proverbs 12:24 says, ‘The 
hand of the diligent shall bear 
rule: but the slothful shall be 
under tribute.’ A disciple is a 
very disciplined follower of his 
master to that extent that he 
obeys and keeps all his rules 
and instruction dutifully, like 
soldiers in the Lord‘s army. We 
need to cultivate a personal 
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stringent regime when we make a conscious effort to improve ourselves. For 
example, it could be discipline in Sabbath worship and coming on time, and 
discipline in personal worship, teaching, missions or outreach or personal and 
corporate prayer. We are fighting a war and that requires a maximum level of 
alertness, physical fitness and spiritual discipline as well. Less sleep, more 
effective use of time and less entertainment of world, distractions and 
seductions and more intercession and meditation on the Word of God.  

Determination in Responsible Stewardship in the Church  

1 Peter 4:10-11 says, ‘As every man hath received the 
gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: 
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen.’ We are saved to serve and as stewards of 
the manifold grace of God, we have sacred duties to 
fulfill. It requires gumption and hard (and heart) 
work to fulfil our duties and serve Him with our God 
given gifts and talents. We need to consciously 

develop and deploy our God given abilities and use them to advance God’s 
kingdom each year and be fervent and faithful in this commitment to fulfill 
the will of God concerning us. Be a good example to others and be committed 
to Christ as you serve in the local church.  

Deterrence Against Sin (and Distractions)  

Psalm 1:1-3 says, ‘Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.’ We are in a battlefield daily, fighting against the temptation 
of the flesh and spirit that wars against the soul. Satan will try to draw us away 
from holiness and sanctification but we must fight back and persevere on for 1 
Thessalonians 4:3 says, ‘For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that 
ye should abstain from fornication:’ We need to set up a strong and reliable 
deterrence against sinful habits and practices in our lives (i.e. anger, 
covetousness, immorality, laziness, pride, hatred, jealousy etc.). Colossians 3:5-
6 says, ‘Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience:’ Are there any habitual or besetting sin or distractions, we need to 
beware of in our lives? Do I need to cut down on or stop playing HP games, anime, 
social media or leisure or sleep or even excessive watching of online movies? Is 
there anything to confess and repent of as we get right with God? 2 Timothy 2:20-
22 says, ‘But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man 
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therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, 
and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. Flee also 
youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call 
on the Lord out of a pure heart.’ Let us be alert and vigilant against the wiles of 
the evil one and stand up to it without failing, relying on the strength of the Lord. 
Nothing is impossible with God. 

Conclusion  

Finally we are reminded of Hebrews 12:1-
2  which says, ‘Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before 
us, Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.’  As we examine 
ourselves towards the final quarter of 2024, let us continue to walk faithfully 
with the Lord. We want to have the right priorities in our lives with the proper 
focus that is pleasing before the Lord. Ephesians 4:1 says, ‘I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called,’ As committed Christians, let us seek the Lord’s holy will and 
strength to persevere with these God-honouring goals. Let us prayerfully 
persevere on as we serve and worship God as a Christ-centered Reformed 
church. 

Jack Sin 
------------ 
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Memory Verse 

Phil 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service!  If you are here for the first time, do leave 
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who 
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may 
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund. 

2. Rev Eric Kwan brings us God’s Word this Reformation Sunday morning on 
“Understanding the Heart of the Reformation (Jude 3&4, Phil 1:27)”. 

3. Pastor is preaching at Faith BPC Chinese Service this morning. 

4. Next Sunday, Pastor will preach on “Parable of the Tenants (Matt 21:33-
45)”, the quarterly sermon series on “Appreciating & Applying the Parables 
of Jesus”. 

5. Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows: 

• Reformation Discussion (Dn Yue Kay) 

• Studies in Nehemiah (Dr Kwong Leen) 

6. Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both 
local and overseas brethren.  We have systematic studies on Old Testament 
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable 
learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. 

7. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551]. 

8. Pray for: 

• Travels: Chan Ping (Pakistan, 25 Oct - 2 Nov), George & Grace (Boston, 
USA, 4 Oct – 5 Nov) 

• Medical: Perry [fractured shoulder], John Wong [gastro & colonoscopy on 9 
Dec], Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways], Samuel Wong [multiple 
health conditions], Daniel Phang [high blood pressure & gout],  

• Bangalore Mission Team (13-21 Nov): Pastor, Angie, Eld Jeffrey, Dr Sam, 
Yashu. 

9. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 
• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail 

to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate 
towards this cause. 


