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The Cost of Discipleship — “Counting the Cost”
(Discipleship Series Part 2 of 4)

What is the cost of discipleship?
Jesus said, "For which of you,
intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?
Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish it,
all that behold it begin to mock him,
Saying, This man began to build, and
was not able to finish. Or what king, — §

going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty
thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth ambassadors,
and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:28-33). For Jesus says that,
“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt 16:25-26).

The Apostle Paul understood the cost of discipleship! He was a man who enjoyed
great prominence among the Jewish elite but forsook all for the love of Christ! Paul
declared, "But what things were gain to me, those | counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that | may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith:" (Phil 3:7-9).

The cost of discipleship requires us to give up our old selves in order to
embrace Christ and become the person Christ has created us to be. We are told
by Paul, therefore "put off the old man with his deeds" (Col 3:9-10), for "if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new." (2 Cor 5:17).




Paul says, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God" (1 Cor 2:14),
rather, "the carnal mind is enmity against God" (Rom 8:7). But even though "we all
had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature children of wrath" (Eph 2:3), "And you, that
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblamable and unreprovable in his sight:" (Col 1:21-22). Thus, having been
"reconciled to God by the death of his Son" (Rom 5:10), you have received "exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" (2Pet 1:4).

Therefore, "Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the

world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, ' THE THINGS
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of = THAT ARE
the world" (1 John 2:15-16). "Know ye not that the N THE WORLD.
friendship of the world is enmity with God? IF ANY MAN
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is  LOVE THE
the enemy of God" (Jas 4:4). "He that loveth his WORLD,

life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this
world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man
serve me, let him follow me; and where | am, there

LOVE NOT THE
WORLD, NEITHER

THE LOVE ™
OF THE FATHER
IS NOT IN HIM.

— 1 John 2: 15

shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him
will my Father honour." (John 12:25-26).

The cost of discipleship is totally reasonable in light of the gift we have been
given! We were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from our fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). Simply put, you were "bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." (1
Corinthians 6:20). Remember that “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2:11-14).

There are no shallow, uncommitted believers. And yet in our society here, we
have developed this incredible theology that says you can be a Christian and
not be committed to Christ. In fact, you cannot be a superficial Christian and a
disciple. There is no question in the New Testament about Jesus assignhing a
tremendous cost to discipleship (Luke 9:23). False Christianity does not really
have any particular cost at all.

All of the calls of Jesus to discipleship, are they something more than salvation? You
see, the word "disciple" is so much a part of our Christian faith that it hardly has any
meaning outside of Christianity. It is used 262 times in the New Testament. The word
is mathetes, the basic root meaning is to be a learner, but it has much more content
than that. The lexicons tell us that it means "one who shares a close and intimate
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relationship with a person. The disciple is one s )
who at Jesus' call follows after Him. He must Piscipleship
observe the will of God and even binding
upon himself unreservedly to the person of
Jesus, go as far as death and the gift of his
life out of love".

Discipleship is more than just being a
learner or being an intimate follower. lItis
having an intimate relationship with God.
Jesus proclaimed a message of total LRIV A ]
discipleship. The call that Jesus gave was a call to follow H|m a call to
submission, a call to obedience. It was never a plea to make some kind of
momentary decision to acquire forgiveness and peace and heaven and then go
on living anyway you wanted. The invitations of Jesus to the lost were always
direct calls to a costly commitment.

In Matthew 13, a man found a treasure, sold all he had and boughtit. A man found a
pearl, sold all he had and bought it. Now that says that when a man comes across
the saving gospel of Jesus Christ, he gives up all he has. He turns his back on all of
worldly life to embrace Christ as Saviour and Lord.

Christ told these parables to the disciples to unveil the mysteries of the
Kingdom, not to explain the atonement from God's viewpoint. But that is the
extent to which the interpreter will go when he wants to eliminate a gospel that
demands that a person give up everything to receive Christ.

There is a striking parallel in Mark 10:21. This is what it says, Jesus looked at the rich
young ruler, “and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven". If we want
eternal life, we are to give up all you have and take the treasure and follow Christ.

That is not the only strong call of Jesus to discipleship. In Matthew 10, very familiar
to us and we will go back to it later on, Matthew 10:32-39, that “Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will | confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before my
Father which is in heaven. Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came
not to send peace, but a sword. For | am come to set a man at variance against his
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth
his life for my sake shall find it." A strong call to total commitment in Christ for all
believers.

In Luke's gospel and chapter 14, we hear the echo of the same level of commitment,
verse 25, "there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them",
He was talking to the multitudes, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also,
he cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:26-27).

First Century Background
* Greek = mathetes
« Definition: learner & follower
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So a disciple is God honouring Christian. They have to be already committed
born again believers. Then why does He give this message to the multitude? In
John 8:31, Jesus said, "If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed".
John 15:8, Jesus says, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall
ye be my disciples.” And every one of those contexts, Matthew 13, Matthew 10, Luke
14, John 8, John 15, are all contexts in which Jesus is calling men to salvation and
still there are many who deny that there is any such call involved in salvation. They
say, "Just believe and take the gift....just believe and take the gift."

But strangely today, one is told it is enough for someone to simply believe, receive
the gift (i.e. Alpha Course) without repenting, without confessing Christ as Lord,
without surrendering their life to Him. There is nothing

farther from the truth.  Gog

There is no dichotomy between a believer and a E_E_VERY
disciple. This kind of thinking is false and should be

corrected. Christ came to seek and save the lost, that

He was not come to call the righteous but sinners to BELIEVER A

repentance. We are totally changed through the

ministry of our Lord who calls men who live in sin, rulscl PLE l_
" *_ L
-y - -

who denying the headship of Christ, to shape up.
Is that the ministry of Jesus to you in your life too?

Every Christian is a disciple; every Christian is a __°ining in God's Mission
follower of Christ. Some of us are following Christ
faithfully, and every true believer has committed himself

or herself to follow Jesus Christ, i.e. a follower of Jesus is a real committed Christian.
You could not follow along without having a changed heart and say, "Lord, Lord," and
He would say, "I never knew you." Like John 6:66, "From that time many of His
disciples went back, and walked no more with him." Like those who wanted to follow
Jesus in Matthew chapter 8, but they certainly were not willing to make whatever
commitment had to be made. They were the ones of whom we read earlier who said,
"Let me go do this and let me go do that, and let me go do the other thing." And He
said, "You are not worthy to be My disciple.” Consider also Lk 9:56-62.

There are no believers who are not disciples. It simply means that we have
entered into a relationship with Jesus Christ in which we follow Him. We do not follow
perfectly and please, we do not follow out of our own will and our own flesh, we follow
because God in His sovereign grace transformed us into followers. The truth is that
evangelism itself is to make disciples. Matthew 28:19, "Go ye therefore, and ...”
what? ... make disciples. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations. How do
you make a disciple? Share the gospel and then “baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you". That is responsible evangelism. Publicly
name the name of Jesus Christ and be publicly baptized as a profession of their
faith and then set about to live a life of obedience, that is making disciples in
local churches. We are called to make disciples not just ordinary converts.

Jack Sin



Aiproczcking God with
the ‘Rngt Disposition
LORD’S DAY PROGRAMME FOR APRIL TO JUNE 2025

APRIL

é Approaching God with Reverence and Fear (Heb r2:20-28)
13+  Approaching God as Students of His Word (Luk 24:24-33)
18 GOOD FRIDAY

The Darkest day for the Son of God (Luk 23:37-56)
20 RESURRECTION SUNDAY

The Power of the Risen Christ (r Pet 1:1-13)
27  Approaching God with Pervency in Spirit (Rom ro:r-r2)

MAY
4 Appmaching God with Humble Penitence (Act 20:1-21)
11*  Approaching God with Praise (Psa rog:r-15)
18  Approaching God with Faith (Heb r1:1-6)
25  Approaching God with a Burden for “His Kingdom (r Cor 9:1-16)

) JUNE

1 Approaching God as Faithful Stewards (r Cor 4:1-10) ™~
- {/ ~ 8" Approaching God with Holiness (Isa 6:1-8)

Yt/ 1y Approaching God with Maturity (Heb 5:r2-14)

;t /7 Approaching God with Patience (Psa 27:1-14) : ‘
[/ Appmachipg(iod as 'legnms (r Pet 2:1-12) ' 1

-
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All Saints Home (Tampines) Outreach
- 19 April 2025 -

Thank God for a Sat
afternoon of outreach at All
Saints Home (Tampines)
where there were 30
residents who attended and
12 of us from SHBPC.

Dn Yue Kay and Paul led in
the opening singspiration
and prayer, after which
Joseph shared the Gospel
from 2 Cor 5:15.

Pray for the gospel seeds
that have been sown that
they would bear forth fruit of
repentance unto God.
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Resurrection Sunday —
Worship Service n
- 20 Apr2025 - E=

Christ the Lord js Risen
Afe’»““\?‘“ il |
e
B

Today i‘

~John & Lily Almon %5

A beautiful Praise Item by
John & Lily Almon.

Yummy Lunch
Fellowship of
Chickenand \&
Roast Pork Rice.

...and 0%} of
prawn fritters,
jiao zi, stuffed
you tiao, achar
and egg sambal
by the Han
sisters!



Memory Verse

Rom 12:11  Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord,;

Announcements

1.

9.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Rev Tan Eng Boo brings us God’s Word this morning on “Approaching God
with Fervency in Spirit (Rom 12:1-12)”, continuing the quarterly series on
“Approaching God with the Right Disposition”.

Next Sunday, Bro Joseph will bring us on God’s Word on “Approaching God
with Humble Penitence (Acts 20:1-21)".

Sunday School classes after worship service are as follows:
e  The Apostle Paul’s Solution to Church Problems — Lessons from 1
Corinthians (Joseph)
e  Studies in Job (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on New Testament
Foundations and the Psalms. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Pastor & Angie are on sabbatical leave from Apr 23 to Jun 5. Rev Nathan and
Bro Joseph will be available to provide pastoral support during this period. Do
contact the session members for assistance when needed.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e 2025 Annual Church Camp, Jun 10-13 at Forest City Marina Hotel,
Johor, Malaysia on the theme “Wise or Foolish Living in a Smartphone
Era” by Rev Tan Eng Boo.

e Travels: Pastor & Angie (23/4-5/6 Sabbatical)

e Medical: Agnes’ mother [angiogram, Dr KL & CP’s daughter: An Yan
[baby delivery on 14 May], Mrs Philip Heng [brain aneurysm], John W’s
sister Angeline [lung Cancer], John W’s daughter [dialysis treatment].

e Myanmar Earthquake Victims & Relief Ministry Teams.

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and
mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as

indicated.)
e Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate
towards this cause.



