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Biblical Examination of
the Role of Women
in the Church & Family

We thank God for the wonderful ways He made men and
women, and we perform different roles in both the home
and the church. Biblical Christians recognise that
God’s Word clearly places some definite directions
and restrictions on the ministries of women in the
church. We do not believe God made women inferior
to men, but that He simply made them different from
men. Just as each of the parts of a body must accomplish
a distinct task to make the entire body operate smoothly,
and just as every player on a team must play a unique
role in order for it to be effective, so men and women must
perform different God ordained functions in the church in order for it to honour God.
Some of the main parts God has designed for a woman to play in His body are
those of a submissive learner, a gifted trainer, a skilled hostess, and a humble
servant. (expanded and edited from Dave Swavely, Life in My Father’s House, 80—
92 and Susan Foh, Women and The Word of God, New Jersey: Presbyterian &
Reformed Publication Co., 1979.)
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Women’s Participation in Church Services & Meetings

To what extent can women participate in the Sunday worship service of the church
and other meetings? Women may participate with the whole congregation in the
reciting the Lord’s prayer, singing hymns (and special items of praise) and reading
responsive Scripture and praying in small groups during the church prayer meeting.
These traditionally accepted activities are sanctioned by proper exegesis of 1Cor
11:2—-16; 14:34-35; and 1Tim 2:11-14. In some churches a female may also assist
to count or take offering as a form of humble service. The silence commanded for
women in the church is always related to learning so that women should be silent
during the authoritative instruction period, that is, the sermon of the service. Absolute
silence after the service or in the church totally is not the point. So authoritative
preaching of the word from the pulpit by a woman is clearly out of bounds
within a biblical mandate.



As for congregational singing, there is no indication that women are not to sing
corporately together with the men, and Col 3:16 suggests that everyone sing
for the primary purpose of singing or prayer is not instruction. The silence
commanded of women refers to the time in the worship service specifically
intended for instruction; in the services, that is the sermon.

In addition, the women of the congregation participate corporately in most worship
services. It is unlikely that Paul’s prohibition was intended to eliminate female voices
from the whole group during corporate reading of the bible, prayer and singing. When
everyone is saying the same thing, it would take a great stretch of the imagination to
interpret that activity as a woman’s participation in listening to the sermons or
instruction as forbidden in 1Cor 14:34-35 or 1Tim 2:11-12.

Can a woman give a testimony, say in a prayer meeting or a gospel meeting?
Can a woman missionary give her missionary report at a mission conference,
or can a woman share her prayer requests or thanksgiving in a fellowship
group, can a woman ask questions privately after the sermon or in bible study
or a fellowship meeting today? | believe the bible allows her to do so . And in
meetings (ie camps and workshops and seminars) in which there is a discussion
period after the sermon, women cannot ask questions; that situation would be similar
to the one discussed in 1Cor 14:34-35. However, if the silence of women in the church
is directly related to instruction, not in broad sense but in the narrow sense of
authoritative teaching, then personal testimonies and missionary reports would be
appropriate, if they were not substituted for the sermon. It is women’s participation in
authoritative instruction, the sermon and its doctrinal teaching, in the assembly that is
forbidden.

Martin Luther agreed with this limited definition of the
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they possibly can (and Katherine Von Bora and
Idelette de Bure, wife of John Calvin, and others
performed these roles very well in the churches and home in history).

Elisabeth Elliot, wife of John Elliot the famous missionary, after the massacre of her
husband and other missionaries, was the only able (theologically trained) person left
who could speak the language of the Auca Indians. Her solution was to hold Bible
classes and to “teach” a sermon to one of the Auca man leaders who had potential to
teach others during the worship service. She refused to give the message at the
official worship service. To some, her action may seem legalistic, obeying the external
form of the law but getting around it. Some would say that she was really teaching
and exercising authority over men, only through someone else. But is this the case?
Does not her solution resemble Priscilla and Aquila’s? That couple did not usurp
Apollo’s place as a teacher of God’'s Word; they instructed him privately, and he
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continued his ministry. (Acts 18:24-28) Elisabeth Elliot was engaged in privately
training Auca men who could eventually assume the office of a teaching elders in the
church. Her course of action seems to be the best solution to the exceptional situation.

Enlightened Submissive and Active Learners/Stewards

It is not without significance that the 12 apostles are all men and the elders that
were mentioned in the Bible are all masculine too. (see 2Tim 3 and Tit 1:1-7). A
leadership role to govern and rule the church is not the domain for women by divine
design and they are to submit to the male pastors and elders of the church. Although
every member of the body of Christ is commanded to be submissive to others (Eph
5:21), Scriptures especially emphasises this trait when speaking of the roles of
women. Consider the following passages, all of which have special reference to the
conduct of women in the public gatherings of the church:

1 Cor 11:3,10 says,
But | would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of
the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.. For the man is not of the
woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman;
but the woman for the man. For this cause ought the woman to have power on her
head because of the angels.

1 Cor 14:34-36,
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to
speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And
if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame
for women to speak in the church.

1 Tim 2:11-14,
Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But | suffer not a woman to teach,
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed,
then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the
transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue
in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

1 Tim 5:9-10,
Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having been
the wife of one man, well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children,
if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have
relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.

Gen 2:18,
And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him an help meet for him.

The numerous passages are relevant to our discussion. Two concepts are clear in
those passages and they are:

1. In the context of the local church, each woman has an important role, and
they have the privilege to submit herself to male leadership and should learn
from the teaching of men rather than being a teacher of men. The bible appealed
to the order of creation and the order of the fall as given in 1 Tim 2:12-14



2. Eldership and other positions of authority in the church are simply not a
biblical option for a Christian woman by the will of God, nor is any kind of
governing, teaching or counselling role in which she would be ministering to men.
On the contrary, God has designed for the submissive learning of women to be a
key element in the revelation of His character through their supportive roles of
church and to the effective witness of the body.

This enlightened submissive role of women does not mean they are inferior to
men in any way. The difference between men and women is not of quality of
ability, but of function according to God ‘s sovereign will and purpose. This
difference is illustrated in 1Cor 11:3, where Paul says, “But | would have you know,
that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God.” Man being the head of the woman (ie as in the Christian family
and home as well) does not mean man is superior to woman any more than God’s
being the head of Christ means that God is superior to Christ! “God is the head of
Christ” refers to the subservient role Jesus took upon Himself when He walked the
earth, and “man is the head of woman” simply refers to the differing roles God has
assigned to men and women. It is a divine structure and order in the family and church.
And the “differing role” of women, contrary to the complaints of feminists, is not a
burdensome one at all.

R L Dabney wrote soundly in his article on the Public Preaching of Women, (Southern

Presbyterian Review dated Oct 1879) ,
Paul does not say that the woman must not preach in public because he regards
her as less pious, less zealous, less eloquent, less learned, less brave or less
intellectual than man. In the advocates of women'’s right to this function there is
a continual tendency to a confusion of thought, as though the epistle, when he
says that a woman must not do what a man does, meant to disparage her sex.
This is a sheer mistake . . . woman is excluded from this masculine task of
public preaching by Paul, not because she is inferior to man, but simply
because her Maker has ordained her for another work which is
incompatible with this. So he might have pronounced, as nature does, that
she shall not sing bass, not because he thought the bass chords more
beautiful—perhaps he thought the pure alto of the feminine throat far
sweeter—but because her very constitution fits her for the latter part in
the concert of human existence, and therefore unfits her for the other, the
coarser and less melodious part.

Our depraved and fallen society (and our sinful hearts too) has convinced many
that it is always more blessed to lead than it is to follow. That is not necessarily
true, for leadership brings certain demands on us and its attendant problems,
difficulties, and heartaches that some followers of Christ are not designed to
experience. God made women to be supportive of her man in the family and church,
so that men would protect, provide, and care for women and the women to respond
in humility and proper roles designated for her Any husband who truly loves his wife
and desires to be the proper head of the home will do that joyfully and vice versa. Any
elder who truly loves the Lord and desires to be used by God as the proper leader of
the church will have to be responsible to God and face up to these are fearful and
unenviable tasks. by God’s will with the wife’s support
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The Example of the Sunday School

The Sunday School ministry while important in the church is not considered part of
the regular sabbath worship service. The Sunday School should not be equated
with the ecclesia gathering or church worship service today, where all of God’s
people are to assemble. The Sunday School teacher does not have the authority to
‘enforce’ his or her teaching; it is non-official, informal teaching, for the most part, that
resembles the mutual teaching all believers are to engage in (Col 3:16), rather than
the official, binding teaching of the minister, which the congregation is told to obey
(Heb 13:17). Thus, the Sunday School teacher’s work is not the same as the
minister’s. The latter is dogmatic authoritative preaching; the former is not.

The origin of the Sunday Schools is pertinent. It is a recent development; it was begun
in 1781 by Robert Raikes in England to instruct and evangelise the poor children, to
teach them to read and to reform their rough conduct. It was so successful that it
spread rapidly. Note that the institution was begun outside the church by an individual,
and he also enlisted the help of women teachers. It was, to some extent, evangelistic
in nature and ought to continue to be so today.

The major difference between what the Sunday School teacher does and what the
minister does is the authority behind it. The fact that the Sunday School teacher
teaches on Sunday, the day of worship, and in the church should not obscure this
difference. To do full justice to the authority of the Scriptures, this distinction should
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be made clear so that those involved would know that the command in 1Tim 2:12 is
being honoured. Ladies can teach other ladies (and children and youths). This is
permitted by Paul (Titus 2:3—4) and many younger ladies have been edified by
other mature godly women.

The prohibitions of 1Cor 14:34-35 and 1Tim 2:11-14 are understood as specifically
concerned with the official instruction of the assembly and with the office of elder, then
a wide range of activities is accessible to women (many of which have been open for
quite a while). Women can be effective Sunday School teachers to youths and
children, administrative roles (not leadership), church paper proofreaders or sub-
editors or graphic artists , or , secretaries, treasurers of committees, writers (of
magazine articles, Sunday School literature, tracts, hymns, commentaries, etc.),
counsellors to women, choir leaders or members, missions committee members.
Women'’s gifts and talents should be employed in the church and they can be,
without opening ordination to female pastors and elders in the preaching
ministry to them. The Word of God is to be obeyed above the will of man and
woman.

Skilled Hostess/[Homemakers

Women can play an important
hospitality role that men may not be
able to do so well. There is a sad
lack of this ministry in the churches
today. We remember how we are
blessed by godly women with warm
hospitality and who invited me and my
wife to their homes for a meal while we
were in the US or even let us lodge in
their homes for a season when we are
preaching overseas. Often wives of
Pastors, Elders and Deacons can play
this role well.
Tit 2:3-5,
The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false
accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may teach the
young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed.

A godly mother (or grandmother like Lois) is indispensable to raising up God
fearing children together with her husbands in the home and a help meet also
in the church and what a joy it is when women fulfil this God given roles with
distinction and commitment. A good cook at home (even In church) by a
hardworking woman is a great blessing to many who will enjoy their culinary and hose
keeping skills and caring concern for others in prayers and visits in hospitals and
nursing homes and to minister to young and old as well Consider this gifted lady in
Prov 31:18- 22.




Administrators & Effective Staffworkers/ Organisers

How often it is well-equipped women who are the faithful and able
administrators who helped to plan and organise the church office, help to book
and make the arrangements for the church camp, the church accounts, music
ministry, children VBS, plan mission trips, organise the Sun School department and
the teaching materials, or prepare pamphlets and invite people coming for the Bible
study and even in evangelism and discipleship of women and to lead and support
the church choir or paly an appropriate instrument if one is musically inclined and
plan and teach in the children ministry with her God given talents in that
organisation. How many effective secretaries are godly ladies with a spiritual
burden and ability to support the pastoral role well. Paul in Rom 12:5-6 says,

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of

another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us,

Conclusion

Recently the Southern Baptist Convention under the leadership of Albert
Mohler voted to amend the constitution to be consistent with the biblical
stand that the office or ordination of pastors and elders are for men only which
was approved by the Convention by the will of God God has his special calling
for each one of us and it is a great honour and privilege to serve him in any role that
he has ordained for us and let us be content and excited and committed to serve and
glorify him wherever he puts us. Thank God for godly and faithful women who
serve in supportive and complementary roles in the service of the Lord in both
the church and family. They are indispensable and God has a special place for them
in His divine economy. Let us obey God to His glory and to our fulfilment of God’s
given roles to the edification of the saints.

Jack Sin
(NB. Works consulted include Wayne Grudem and John Piper, Recovering Biblical

Manhood and Womanhood, Crossway books, 1991 and Southern Presbyterian
Review dated Oct 1879 among others)

Pray for the recovery
and salvation of Joyce
Cheam, daughter of
Sis Kin Hoong as she
undergoes
chemotherapy and
surgery.




Memory Verse
Deut 7:6 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God

hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people
that are upon the face of the earth.

Announcements

1.

10.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave us
your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who share the
church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may designate your
offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Pastor brings us God’s Word this morning on “Case for Spiritual Prosperity
[Deut 7: 1-19)”, continuing the quarterly series on “Precious Insights from a
Veteran Prophet - the Book of Deuteronomy”.

Next Sunday Pastor will preach on “Remembering God’s Past Deeds [Deut 8: 1-
20)".
Sunday School classes after the worship service are:

e  Walk Thru the Old Testament (Pastor)

e  Studies in Revelation (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom. [Zoom ID:883
9662 4157 Passcode: 218178]. Join us for time of learning on the Book of Samuel
and Heroes of the Faith.

Annual Church Family Day 2026 is held on Mon 10 Aug (PH), an outing to Big
Sister Island. Register now with Joseph Chan @90587005. Closing date: 2 Aug.
More information is available at this YouTube link: https://youtu.be/t SliVxKPgk

Annual Congregation Meeting is held on Sun 30 Aug 2026 after the worship
service. All members are required to attend.

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom ID:863 7527
5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:

e Travel: John & Lily (30/7-13/8, Cebu), Pastor & Angie (Penang
Conference, 11-14 Aug), Eld Yue Kay (Family Cruise, 10 — 14 Aug)

e SHBPC Annual Family Day Outing on 10 Aug

e Medical: Kin Hoong’s daughter Joyce [chemotherapy], Sharon [recovery
from viral infection], Kim Meng’s mother [heart condition], Agnes’ parents
[medical conditions & salvation], Joseph & Lilian’s Dil Annabelle Chan
[knee injury],

e Lily Almon [citizenship application]

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:
e Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail
to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)
e  Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1
e PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV
Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards
this cause.
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