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“When An Idol Displaced God” 19 5EP
(Exo 32:1-23) EN
Sermon by Pastor Jack :#:nol.
- A Summary - DISPLACED
GoD

Introduction
- Moses was away for ~40 days on Mt Sinai

- Due to the delay of Moses in returning from the
mountain, the Israelites decided to do it their way
as they were impatient and made a golden Calf.

- Learn to wait on the Lord and not act rashly and
beware of temptation to sin.

- Sometimes, God can be silent to test us — we need to pray for patience.

EXODUS 32:1-23
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1. The Perversion by the Israelites vs 1-10, 19-20

- Aaron was not originally chosen by God, but because of Moses resistance,
God allowed Aaron to assist Moses but there were consequences.

- Sometimes, God accedes to our request, but it may not be the best for us.
There may be serious consequences if we insist.

Lev 19:4 - “Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: | am
the LORD your God.” There is a clear warning on this, and we need to be
vigilant against.

- Sin was consuming the people as “and the people sat down to eat and to
drink, and rose up to play.”

- The word “play” is more than innocent play and has an immoral implication.

- “And when Moses saw that the people were naked and that was a serious
offence”

- An idol is anything that takes the place of God/displaces God and we need to
be vigilant.

- It can be anything, eg. a hobby, a pet, a plant, work money or fame or self, etc.
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- God knew that the Israelites have “have corrupted themselves”.
- This corruption happens when people worship anything that displaces God.

- Idols affect the way we see and worship God and can also replace God in our
lives.

- 3 things that can indicate what are our idols in life:

(a) the amount of time you spend on it (do you spend inordinate amount of
time on it ie. computer games movies etc)

(b) the amount of resources you spend on it (ie. spending much money on
cosplay or a singer idol coming to town

(c) the priority it takes in our lives

-There is a clear direction from the Jerusalem council in Acts 15:29 - “That ye
abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled,
and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well.”

- Food offered to idols are forbidden by the Jerusalem council and it applies to
us today as it is a form of compromise and even worship. See 1Cor 8:11-15.

- Do not stumble your brothers by what you eat (for your conscience’s sake).

2. The Prayers of Moses vs 11-18
- The principle of intercession is necessary as we pray on behalf of others.
- Moses pleaded with God for mercy not to destroy the people.
- “And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.”
- This is a difficult verse to understand but it can be correctly explained:

* “repented” - God changed His mind, God relented, God responded to
Moses intercession, and it shows the mercy of God.

* “evil” refer to the “bad thing” (from the recipient’s perspective) that will
happen to the people if God’s punishment materialized.
3. The Punishment by God & the Principled Levites vs 21-28

- “And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground
it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel
drink of it.”

- “Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD's
side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves
together unto him.”

- It was from this incident onwards that the tribe of Levi will serve together with
the priests in the Lord’s temple after this important decision.

- Would we deny Christ if we are persecuted in the last days, or would we stand
on the Lord’s side and not give up or compromise with world and sin?

- “and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men.”
- they were not saved because they rejected God and served idols instead.



Conclusion

We have to examine ourselves that we do not harbour idols that displace God in our
lives. Remember the sober words of John in Rev 21:8, “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

Kim Meng

A Heartfelt Sharing from Hearing God’s Word

The main takeaway | took from 15 Sep Sunday’s

SUNDAY NOTES

sermon---. is that an idol is anything you spend most
of your time on, more than time for God. From my
reflections, a lot of things in my life has been an idol
to me, be it social media entertainment

- (technology), school and worldly interests. This was
2 good reminder that allowed me to understand
that | need to refocus and redirect my priority to
Jesus as number 1 because the importance of everything else is placed below God.

Another takeaway | had was the
impatience of the Israelites. They wanted
instant gratification. A lot of times |

MEDITATE ON

wonder why God is taking time to help me
and answer me, but patience is an
important value that | need to have as a
believer. It's not what | want, but what
God’s will and plan is, and Gods plan takes time :))

A Youth in our Midst
16 Sep 2024
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APPRECIATING AND
APPLYING THE
PARABLES OF JESUS

Lord’s Day Programme for Oct - Dec 2024

OCTOBER

6 Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:3-23)
13* Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matt 18:21-35)
20 Parable of the Wheat & Tares (Matt 13:24-30)

27 REFORMATION SUNDAY
Understanding the Heart of the Reformation
(Jude 3,4 Phil 1:27)

NOVEMBER

3 Parable of the Tenants (Matt 21:33-45)

10* Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12 :15-31)

17 Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard (Matt 20:1-16)
24 Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16:1-13)

DECEMBER

1 Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-30)

8* Parable of the 10 Virgins (Matt 25:1-13)

15 Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11 :5-13)
22 Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)

24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
The Marvel of the Incarnation (1 Tim 3:16)

29 Parable of the Banquet with Invited Guests (Luke 14:16-27)

31 WATCHNIGHT SERVICE
Finishing Well in Life (2 Tim 4:1-8)
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CMI Seminar

“The Importance of Genesis to the
Church Today”

by Dr Ron Neller
!4 Sep 2024



The Gideonites
Thank God for the safe return of Dn Yue Kay, Albert & Janet Ang, John Wong from the
Gideons Annual Conference in Miri.
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Memory Verse

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man

cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Announcements

1.

Welcome to our Worship Service! If you are here for the first time, do leave
us your contact numbers in our guest book before you leave. Those who
share the church vision to acquire a place of worship in due time, may
designate your offerings to the SHBPC Church Building Fund.

Rev Tan Eng Boo brings us God’s Word this Gospel Sunday morning on
“Why Jesus Matters in This & the Next Life”.

Next Sunday, Pastor Jack will preach on “Parable of the Sower [Matt 13:3-
23)”, starting a new quarterly sermon series on “Appreciating & Applying
the Parables of Jesus”.

Pastor is away ministering at Filadelfia BPC, Batam with the mission team
(Marcus, Choo Siang & Nancy, Zheng Wei). They will return to Sg on Sunday
evening.

Sunday School classes after the worship service are as follows:
e Sermon Discussion (Dn Yue Kay)
e Studies in Nehemiah (Dr Kwong Leen)

Chinese Fellowship meets on every Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both
local and overseas brethren. We have systematic studies on Old Testament
Foundations and the 10 Commandments. Join us for a time of profitable
learning. [Zoom ID:883 9662 4157 Passcode: 218178].

Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. [Zoom 1D:863
7527 5431 Passcode: 625551].

Pray for:
. Philip & Su’s grand-daughter Gabby’s PSLE (13 Sep — 1 Oct).

. Medical: Sharon [recovery from hemithyroidectomy], Kin Hoong [gastro &
colonoscopy on 7 Oct], Anthony [lung cancer: narrowing airways], Samuel Wong
[multiple health conditions], Aunty Chwee Lian [hip fracture], Daniel Phang [high
blood pressure & gout],

. Pastor, Marcus, Choo Siang & Nancy, Zheng Wei (Batam Missions 28-29 Sep,
Dr Sam Gan (returning to Sg on 30 Sep), Pastor, Angie, John W, Dr Sam Gan
(Myanmar Missions 6-12 Oct).

Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways:

e  Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church and mail to
church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church as indicated.)

. Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1

. PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV

Kindly indicate “Church Building Fund” if you would like to designate towards this
cause.



