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 The Repercussions & Relevance of the  
Protestant Reformation in a Post-Modern World  

One of the 
greatest events 
at the end of the 
Middle Ages 
and the 
Renaissance 
was the 16th 
century 
Protestant 
Reformation 
that brought 
about many 
lasting and significant ramifications to modern life even till the present 
that are often neglected by many.   

Besides the all-important doctrines of the absolute authority of the 
Bible, universal priesthood of believers and justification by faith 
alone discovered by Luther and Zwingli and other Reformers, there 
are lesser known consequences which are noteworthy below. 

Firstly, consider this by Anthony Baker, “In the arts scene, the 
Reformers often enriched our culture.  In the visual arts, the stress on 
the Word of God certainly led to a focus away from religious themes, 
although the paintings of Rembrandt, for example, show the power of 
biblical inspiration. In German music by Luther and others, the Lutheran 
service patterns provided the ground for the creative genius of 
generations of composers, with JS Bach as the supreme example.“ 

Baker added that much has been made of the independence of mind 
allowed by the Protestant Reformation, ‘freed from the shackles’ of an 
all- powerful Church and freed many to embrace economic and scientific 
advances of the 17th century Enlightenment, but it can also be argued 
that the Enlightenment was not so much a struggle between religious 

mailto:jacksin710@gmail.com
mailto:tlloke822@gmail.com


2 

 

ideas as the promotion of a secular reason in opposition to a religious 
faith: a continuing challenge.  

(adapted and edited from Anthony Baker, 1517 and all that ... the 
Relevance of the Reformation Today - Diocese of Westminster 

rcdow.org.uk) 

The influence of the Word 
of God has affected the 
way we are today 
including the manner of 
sabbath worship, the 
conduct of the covenant 
home and the 
understanding of 
covenant marriage (ie. 
the Reformers were all 
married and not celibate), the keeping of the sabbath day, the 
capital punishment and the Protestant Work Ethics like industry, 
thrift, honesty and responsible stewardship propounded by Calvin 
and the Puritans which helped to advance capitalism among others.  

Protestantism and Secular Democracy 

In the Middle Ages and early modern period, religious institutions and 
the state were often intertwined together. That all changed with the rise 
of secular democracy. According to Carole Cusack, “we shouldn't be 
thanking Rationalism or the Enlightenment for this societal swing, but 
rather Martin Luther and his Protestant comrades who opened our 
minds to many new things and learning and growth in the society.” "The 
Reformation deemphasised the power of institutions and strengthened 
the bonds between the individual and sacred scripture." As religion 
became a private phenomenon, the bonds between church and state 
deteriorated, making way for secularism.  

(taken from Siobhan Hegarty, Seven Reasons Martin Luther and the 
Protestant Reformation Still Matter Today - ABC News) 

It was in Geneva that John Calvin instituted the Presbyterian form 
of church polity and allowed the people to elect their own pastors, 
elders and deacons instead of being dictated from Rome, who will 
serve and rule in the local churches. The idea of office bearers 
being elected by the people is not practiced in the greater part of 
Europe then. This would later spread to the political arena as people 
also elected their own representatives to the city council and later the 
State and the ideals of democracy then spread in the western world. 
Today democratic countries owe a debt to Calvin and the Reformation 
cause that helped change the world we live in for the better. 
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The Doctrinal and Theological Effects  

Consider this statement, 
“Leonardo De Chirico discusses how the Sixteenth Century Protestant 
Reformation called the church back to the biblical sources (formal 
principle) and back to the central message of the Gospel of justification 
by faith alone (material principle). The controversy revolved around the 
authority of Scripture over the traditions of the church, the primacy of 
grace over the meritorious nature of religious works, the orientation of 
the whole of life towards the glory of God over against a spirituality 
marked by the veneration of the saints and unbiblical practices. These 
unresolved issues are still with us and urge us to believe that the need 
for a biblical reformation is not over in Europe and throughout the world.”  

(adapted from Why Was the Reformation Important? Why Is It Still 
Today? — Reformanda Initiative) 

The greatest effects that the 
Reformation gave to us is to 
correctly change the way we 
understand and view God, 
salvation, sin, man and the 
church and these theological 
revelations significantly 
affected the lives of the 
people.   

If not for the Reformation, men 
will still be in spiritual darkness in 
the understanding of what 
constitutes true salvation and the character and nature of our great God 
and His teachings found in the inspired Word of God (ie. predestination, 
sovereignty, providence, etc.)    

The Social Ramifications  

There were the sociological implications of the Protestant Reformation. 
Dr Peter Hammond noted the following on the social effects of the 
Reformation below. 

“The elevation of women from the 
degrading exploitation of polygamy 
and subservience was a Christian 
achievement. The Christian 
reformers and missionaries 
succeeded in bringing about the 
abolition of slavery, cannibalism, 
child sacrifice and widow burning. 
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The Christian Church has, throughout history, been the supreme human 
force in restraining man's inhumanity towards man. 

Almost every civilisation and culture had slavery and human sacrifice 
before the Christian influence came in. Those countries which enjoy the 
most civil liberties are generally those lands where the Gospel of Christ 
has penetrated the most. 

The Gospel of Christ is life-changing, history making and nation 
transforming! If it doesn't change your life and the lives of those around 
you, then it's not the Biblical Gospel.” 

Far from what the world may think today, it is noteworthy that the Bible 
that was given emphasis during the Reformation has a positive effect 
on gender inequality as it lifted up the status of women in society.  Just 
note the 5th commandment to honour your father and mother and 
the emphasis on monogamy are just two of them among others. 
Women were slowly to be recognised as valuable and responsible 
partners in the home and the workplace and the church though 
there is a division of labour in these spheres of service and 
influence by both genders. The doctrines of the Reformation indirectly 
gave to the world a perspective of gender roles that is founded in 
scripture and change the way women were treated   and how society 
should perceive them in years to come.  

Protestantism and the Mass Education 

The 16th century 
Reformation benefited 
from rising literacy that 
began in the 1440s 
with Johannes 
Gutenberg’s invention 
of the printing press. 
But Reformers 
broadened literacy and 
educational 
opportunities still 
further to encourage 
universal education on 
a national scale and 
beyond.  

After all, if you want to understand the Bible or join in singing a hymn, 
you need to know how to read it first. “Protestants built new schools and 
wrote new catechisms, ushering in an era of lay education,” said Anna 
M. Johnson, a professor of Reformation Church History at United 
Methodist Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary near Chicago. 
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“At the same time, lay education has been a powerful force for lay 
engagement in the church, economic progress and democracy,” 
Johnson said.  

(Edited and adapted from Heather Hahn in 6 ways the Reformation 
affects our world | United Methodist News Service umnews.org) 

Yes, it was largely due to the effectual influence of the Protestant 
reformation that brought above universal education in Geneva, 
Germany, England and later a greater part of Europe followed suit 
as many were eager to learn to read the Bible and also interested 
in languages, the arts and the level of literacy of the independent 
nations increased with the passage of time. Luther’s translation of 
the New Testament in 1522 and Old Testament by 1534 had a great 
impact in the use of the German language which helped to unify the 
people with other Reformation principles. The Bible was translated into 
the languages of the people in England, Scotland, France, Spain and 
other nations and later into America in the 17th century through the 
pilgrim fathers and Asia and Africa as well in the fullness of time. 

 

Its Continuing Relevance and Technology 

The Reformers brought about changes that has lasting effects even till 
today as Michael Reeves said, “That’s why we are still be celebrating 
the Reformation even over 500 years’ time. Because the Reformation 
wasn’t just a moment in history; it was about the recovery of beautiful 
truths. Today, we live in an age of extraordinary technological advance. 
We’re in the midst of a revolution which is arguably even more 
substantial than the 
invention of the printing 
press which enabled 
Reformation ideas to 
spread so quickly. But 
while technology is doing 
wonders for our health, 
work and lifestyle, it is 
clearly failing to provide 
us with any deep and 
lasting satisfaction. 
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Restless, fearful and lonely, ours is a generation self-medicating on the 
internet, and anything to fill the void.” 

Reeves also correctly stated that the Reformation opened our hearts 
and minds to the understanding of the sovereign almighty God of the 
Bible even in the midst of this technological changes in communication 
in our lifetime.  History revealed that the Bible spread with the invention 
of the printing press in 1455 by Johann Gutenberg and the 95 theses 
(ie. from Latin to German), Calvin’s writings (ie. the Institutes of the 
Christian Religion of 1536) 
and the ideals of the 
Reformation (ie. Luther’s 
other writings) and the word 
of God spread all over 
Europe in the 16th and 17th 
century and beyond, 
impacting hearts and minds for Christ.   

Reeves added that, “A God who lavishes his love on those who have 
not made themselves attractive to him. A God whose love can liberate 
the most broken and guilty and give them a newness of life.  What Luther 
discovered in the Bible pulled him out of despair and that message has 
not changed – or lost its power to brighten lives today.”  

(adapted and edited from Michael Reeves, The Grace Awakening: 
How the Reformation changed the world | Magazine Features | 

Premier Christianity) 

Conclusion 

There is still much to learn, benefit and apply from the 16th century 
Reformation even after half a millennium and it is still pertinent after so 
many centuries.  We will be truly impoverished today if not for these 
Reformation ideals that transformed the way we see the world 
especially in the spiritual, social, economic, cultural and even in 
the political realm. The church needs to remember and to rehearse 
these rich legacies of the Reformation lest we forget and neglect 
or ignore the effects of this glorious God centred event of the past 
as we live in this perilous pandemic season that precedes the soon 
coming of the Lord. 

 

Jack Sin 

(For a deeper study on this subject, Read Stephen Nichols, Beyond the 
95 Theses, Reformed and Publishing Company, 2016) 

------------ 
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The comfort of the saints with the 
Words of Everlasting Hope in Christ 

as we laid to rest Audrey’s father, 
Mr Phang Chung Heng at the CCK 

burial grounds in wait of our 
Resurrection in Him one day. 
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Memory Verse 

Phil 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; 

Announcements 

1. Welcome to our Worship Service! For our visitors, do leave us your contact 
numbers in our guest book before you leave. Pastor Jack is ministering God’s 
Word on this Reformation Sunday at Gospel Light BP Church. 

2. Bro Joseph Wee speaks today on ““The Calls & Convictions of the 
Reformers” (Phil 1:12-27), continuing the quarterly theme of “A Biblical 
Paradigm for Triumphant Christian Service”. 

3. Pastor speaks next Sunday on “Dealing with Opposition Wisely” (Neh 5: 1-
19). 

4. Sunday School classes continues after worship service: 

• WCF Shorter Catechism Class – Pastor Jack 

• Understanding Biblical Eschatology & related Topics – Joseph 

• Studies in Numbers – Dn Kwong Leen 

5. Chinese Fellowship meets on Sunday night at 7pm via Zoom with both local 
and overseas brethren. Included in the programme is a study on Church 
History in China on alternate Sundays. Join us for a time of profitable learning. 

6. Do send your prayer items to Pastor and join us for Church Prayer Meeting on 
Wed at 8pm via Zoom. The prayer list is available in church. 

7. Neighbourhood Bible Class meets this Friday 5 Nov 2021 in church on the 
study of 2 Samuel. Come and join us! 

8. Those who wish to bring a new friend to the worship service, kindly inform the 
safety officer Dn Yue Kay or Pastor at least a day in advance. 

9. The Pandemic book can be purchased through Dn Yue Kay (Hp: +65 
97450311) or via email at sovereignhopebpc@gmail.com. 

10. Do kindly observe the safety measures of the church and assist with the 
weekly cleaning of the premises. 

11. Love gifts, Offering and Tithes to the Lord can be given in the following ways: 

• Cheque payable to Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church 
and mail to church address. (Kindly write the full name of the church 
as indicated.) 

• Fund transfer to Church UOB Account 392-308-825-1 

• PayNow to Church UEN: T19SS0116FSOV 

********************* 
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